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Our annual gift 
to advertisers — 
audited circulation 


e know advertisers want 

the best circulation value 
for their advertising dollar. As 
a publisher, we need to verify 
that our circulation is helping 
advertisers reach their target 
markets and potential 
customers all year long. 


That's why our annual gift to 
advertisers is subjecting our 
records to independent veri- 
fication by the largest and 
oldest circulation auditing 
organization in the world — 
the Audit Bureau of Circula- 
tions. 


In fact, 4,800 advertisers, 
publishers and advertising 
agencies rely on ABC for 
audited circulation data. An 
ABC audit means that our cir- 
culation records are regularly 


checked and verified by ABC 
auditors and findings are pub- 
lished in a concise report. 

We have a year-round commit- 
ment to providing this verified, 
audited circulation information 
to advertisers. 

Audited circulation — it's our 
gift to you. 
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Member 
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Share sour vinality 


Our writers give you the lowdown on the 
absolute best things that happened in 
news, politics, theatre, film, visual arts, 
music and queer living in 2007. You've 
gotta have an opinion, so it may as Well 


be ours. a 


GWYNNE DYER / 6 

“The great and frightening imponderable 
of the year was not the fate of Iraq, but 
the question of whether the United States 
would also attack Iran.” —Gwynne Dyer, 
columnist, on pivotal international events 
of 2007. 


BEST OF VISUAL ARTS / 31 

“he incredibly individualized results show 
the staggering variety of interpretation of 
the concepts of “drawing” and “memory.” 
It's up until Jan 6, and worth a lingering 
look.” —Mary Christa O'Keefe, critic, on 
Anthony Easton's 1950s Ford Show. 


LUKE DOUCET / 39 


“| ground the story in proper nouns. | like 
atlases. | like to think about the world, 
where people are. Truth is stranger than fic- 
tion have a big family and know a lot of 
people—ex-lovers, friends, family, people | 
know through music, encounters traveling. 
The story of music is of lives lived. | try to 
tell those tales."—Luke Doucet, musician, 
on the stories he tells through his music. 
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IVUEPOINT 


Not-very-bright nights 


JAY SMITH / jay@vueweekly.com 
nother holiday season has come and gone and, in Edmonton, we've 
Az our environmental conscience to be at least as fleeting as a 
Plateful of Christmas baking. We're talking about BrightNights: “Cana- 
da’s largest drive through [sic] Christmas theme park in Canada,” according to 
its promotional literature. 

Let's consider the notions that bigger is necessarily better and that a drive- 
by encounter (especially when one’s vehicle is progressing at less than walk- 
ing pace) is just about the epitome of cultural engagement. Doesn't this speak 
volumes about Edmonton's wholly backwater attitudes underlying any “green” 
pretensions we may have? 

So environment be damned: faced with the likelihood of rotating power short- 
ages this December due to overloaded electrical grids, BrightNights steadfastly 
Tefused to limit its power usage during peak hours. Apparently, Edmontonians 
would forget to donate to the Food Bank if BrightNights waited a couple hours 
later to flip the switch on the hundreds of thousands of incandescent bulbs. 

Lon Farquharson, spokesperson for the Edmonton Chamber of Commerce, the 
main sponsor of the event, says energy usage in the 600-odd displays is “minimal.” 
She also told Vue Weekly that replacing the bulbs in the displays with energy-effi- 
Gent LED bulbs would cost “five to seven dollars per bulb.” (Given that labour for 
BrightNights is provided by Lion’s Club volunteers, we're not following the math.) 

But even if one ignores the energy usage of the displays themselves, there’s 
the environmental oomph of the tens of thousands of vehicles that idle and inch 
their way through Canada’s largest outdoor Christmas theme park every year. 

In the nights leading up to Christmas, traffic extended from the gates of the 
park all the way to Groat Road. So, even if skating at Hawrelak Park wasn't 
suspended for the lights display—the City cites “dangerous ice conditions” as 
the reason that skating will open precisely the weekend after BrightNights 
ends—and the Chamber of Commerce encourages recreational use of the park 
during the display, the park is de facto closed to anybody but the devotedly 
paying public during the festival’s peak. 

So, while our sedentary girths expand bigger (and therefore better) and our 
massive pick-ups spew a few more tons of greenhouse gases into the atmos- 
phere, and half a coal power plant burns away to light just our city’s holiday 
lights, one thing is depressingly clear: this is how real Edmontonians celebrate 
the season. 
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= LETTERS 


CARLOS CONTINUES TO GET MORE MAIL 
THAN THE REST OF VUE COMBINED 


| have been following the debate that 
has ensued between Connie Howard 
and one Carlos Alexandre (“Alternatives 
to orthodoxy,” Nov 29 - Dec 5, 2007 & 
Letters, Dec 13 - Dec 19, 2007). 

Although Mr Alexandre attempts to 
portray himself as an objective scientific 
skeptic, his vitriolic version of debate 
and indignant tone lead me to believe 
otherwise. For most of the scientific 
community, as a rule, scientific skepti- 
cism is not couched in indignation and 
dismissive hostility. Although he was 
provided with research that has been 
published in international peer reviewed 
journals, somehow Mr Alexandre finds 
this standard unworthy and cites his 
own analysis in order to demonstrate its 
shortcomings. 

In his thorough skepticism, Mr 
Alexandre references reliable resources 
that supposedly flush out health fraud 
(only if it involves alternative medicine) 
such as quackwatch.com, and by exten- 
sion its front organization, the National 
Council Against Health Fraud. Some- 
how Mr Alexandre has overlooked the 
fraud of quackwatch.com that starts 


VUEPOINT 


with its founder Stephen Barrett. In a 
2001 law suit started by the NCAHF 
against a manufacturer of homeopathic 
remedies, the judge determined “there 
is No sound basis on which to consider 
Dr Barrett qualified as an expert on the 
issues he was offered to address”. The 
courts evaluation of evidence goes onto 
say, “Based on all of these factors, Dr 
Sampson and Dr Barrett can be 
described as zealous advocates of the 
Plaintiff's (National Council Against 
Health Fraud) position, and therefore 
not neutral or dispassionate witnesses 
or experts. In light of these affiliations 
and their orientation, it can fairly be 
said that Drs Barrett and Sampson are 
themselves the client, and therefore 
their testimony should be accorded lit- 
tle, if any, credibility on that basis as 
well” (the entire court case involving Dr 
Barrett mentioned above can be found 
here: tinyurl.com/guzb). 

The livelihood of Dr Barrett is derived 
from settlements of lawsuits launched 
by his taskmaster the National Council 
Against Health Fraud, making their 
claim of objective disinterest in the 
name of protecting the public little more 
than laughable. 

Mr Alexandre purports to be a defend- 
er of hard science and rigorous investiga- 
tion, yet he turns a blind eye to the utter 
lack of credentials and credibility behind 
the operators of quackwatch. | guess this 
is Mr Alexandre’s preferred model of 
objectivity, rather than peer reviewed 


journals. | can only conclude that Mr 
Alexandre has mistaken sophistry for sci- 
ence, and his skill in sophistry appears to 
be a science in its own right. 


DARREN TELLIER 
BANDITS HAVE NO PLACE IN VUE 


In reading a recent issue of Vue Weekly 
(Vue Weekly, Dec 6 - Dec 12, 2007), | 
came across an ad for Skoal Bandits 
smokeless tobacco. Given that it says 
right in the advertisement that “this 
product is not a safe alternative to ciga- 
rettes,” I'm more than a little concerned 
and, frankly, disgusted,to see it being 
advertised in your publication. 

Besides my disgust at seeing prod- 
ucts such as this advertised in a paper 
which is read by teenagers and young 
adults, it seems to me that the ad is in 
contravention of the Tobacco Act. I'd be 
interested in how you think you can jus- 
tify such an advertisement. 


KENT CAMERON 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail Nue Weekly, 10303 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB T5J 1L7), by 
fax (780.426.2889) or by email {let- 
ters@vueweekly.com). Preference is 
given to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly. We reserve the right to edit for 
length and clarity. 
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cial politics was the 
f the year with a new 
T at the helm. After coming up 
le to win the Conservative 
lip race, and being sworn in 
ler on Dec 14, 2006, there 
hop s that “Honest” Ed Stel- 
would take the provincial gov- 
nent off of autopilot and usher in 
f more open government. 
ited by time the bubbly was 
on New Year’s Day 2007, 
St had already alienated half 
the province with his rural-heavy 
cal ices, but, hey, it was a 
with a fresh face! A year 
and missteps later, that all 
a long time ago. As the 
lurches towards an almost 
spring election, we look 
t some of the highlights and 
of year one of the Ed Stel- 


Ed Stelmach, who ran for 
ership under the banner of 
ity and sincerity, gets off 


ici ees the cancellation of two 
“exclusive” meet-and-greets with the 
=i ip paed and members of his cabi- 
1€ ‘a minimum donation of $5000 
to help get rid of debts from the recent 
leadership race. Liberal leader Kevin 
Taft sums up the whole situation well: 
“Maybe we have a new quarterback, 
but it’s the same playbook.” 
The month closes with the 
appointment to the office of the pre- 
mier of conservative journalists Paul 
Stanway of the Edmonton Sun as 
director of communications and Tom 
Olsen of the Calgary Herald as direc- 
tor of media relations. The spun 
become the spinners. 


FEBRUARY two rounds of public con- 
sultation processes are launched: 
the Affordable Housing Task Force, 
to address the increasingly dire 
housing situation in the province, 
and the Alberta Royalty Review, 
which will look at whether Albertans 
are receiving sufficient rent for their 
oil and gas resources. " 
At the end of February, Stelmach 
releases a list of donors to his leader- 
ship campaign, but roughly $163 000 
of the $1.15-million total is shown as 
coming from “anonymous” donors. 


MARCH rhe first speech from the 
throne with Stelmach as premier kicks 
off the spring sitting of the legislature 
on Mar 7. Typically light on details, the 
speech promises “integrity and trans- 
parency” and a plan to manage the 
pressures of the booming provincial 
economy. As promised, the first bill of 
the sitting is the Lobbyist Act. 

The government unveils its plan 
to address climate change, opting 
ased targets rather 
reductions for major 


yy saying “The Alberta 
aply isn’t serious,” pointing 
‘intensity targets will still 
crease in provincial 
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APRIL Premier Stelmach and Finance 
Minister Lyle Oberg unveil on Apr 19 
the $33.1-billion dollar provincial 
budget, the largest in Alberta history. 
It includes an almost 37 per cent 
increase in capital spending to 
address the infrastructure deficit in 
the province. Inflation in the over- 
heated economy is expected to chew 
up almost 30 per cent of this fund- 
ing. Stelmach calls it the “price of 
prosperity” while Taft calls it the 
“price of bad management.” 

Despite the recommendation to 
implement temporary rent controls, 
the government rejects the idea in its 
Apr 24 response to the Alberta 
Affordable Housing Task Force 
Report. In response to the growing 
housing crunch and stories of exorbi- 
tant rent increases, the government 
creates a $7-million emergency fund 
for tenants, who chew through more 
than twice that much in the pro- 
gram’s first six months. 


MAY The rental crisis continues 
throughout May, with opposition 
parties calling for rent controls in 
the face of stories of widespread 
gouging by landlords and rampant 
condo conversions. The legislature 
sits through the night of May 10 
debating opposition amendments to 
the government's housing bill. 


JUNE By-elections are held to 
replace Ralph Klein in Calgary- 
Elbow and former Finance Minister 
Shirley McClellan in Drumheller- 
Stettler. While the Tories easily hold 
the latter, in a widely perceived 
rebuke of the new premier, Tory vot- 
ers stay at home in Calgary, deliver- 
ing Klein’s old seat to the Liberals. 

On the final day of the spring sit- 
ting the government introduces Bill 
46, the Alberta Utilities Commission 
Act which outrages environmental 
groups and landowners alike and 
will become the year’s most contro- 
versial legislation. 

Shit, meet fan. Fan, shit. The 
Energy and Utilities Board admits 
that it hired spies to keep tabs on 
landowners opposed to a 500 kv 
power line between Edmonton and 
Calgary. Stelmach initially defends 
the EUB’s actions. 


JULY The final report of the Oil Sands 
Consultations Multistakeholder 
Committee is released on Jul 25. 
After 12 months of consultations, 
the 19-member committee puts forth 
120 recommendations for action to 
guide development in the tar sands. 
Of these, 24 are non-consensus 
items in which industry and the gov- 
ernment tends to be at odds with 
environmental groups, communities 
and First Nations representatives on 
the most critical issues facing tar 
sands development. Not surprisingly, 
the report becomes yet another very 


ties all the rage in 2007 


heavy, very expensive doorstop as 
the government spends the rest of 
the year doing practically nothing 
with the recommendations. 


AUGUST Cottagers on Marie Lake are 
up in arms over the government 
allowing seismic testing for tar 
sands deposits beneath the lake. The 
government does an about face and 
halts the testing on Sep 4. 


SEPTEMBER A few heads roll as a 


result of the investigation into the 
EUB spying scandal: a new chairman 
is appointed and six board members 
are fired, resign or retire. The NDP 
calls the investigation “a whitewash.” 

The Royalty Review Panel releases 
its long-awaited report, Our Fair 
Share, which says that Albertans are 
not receiving their fair share of 
returns from oil and gas, and makes 
a series of recommendations, includ- 
ing that the government increase roy- 
alties by some $2 billion annually. 
The release results in a month-long 
tirade of threats and warnings from 
oil companies of dire economic 
impacts and massive capital flight to 
all those other places that give away 
their oil for a song if the recommen- 
dations are implemented. 


OCTOBER a stiff Stelmach hints at 
forthcoming royalty changes in a tel- 
evised address. He announces on 
Oct 25 what critics label “a compro- 
mise on a compromise” by accepting 
only some of the panel's royalty rec- 
ommendations and delaying the 
changes until 2009. Even with the 
changes, royalties will fall by an esti- 
mated $2 billion over the next 
decade. Despite industry predictions, 
the sun rises on Oct 26. Stelmach 
launches a publicly funded ad cam- 
paign to sell the new scheme: “I 
made a promise and I delivered.” 


NOVEMBER The fall sitting of the legis- 
lature commences on Nov 5. All eyes 
are on the controversial Bill 46, which 
takes centre stage in the session 
amidst growing opposition to the bill 
by practically everyone in the 
province. 

It’s smiles all around on Nov 15 as 
the government buys five years of 
labour peace with Alberta teachers 
by reaching an agreement with the 
Alberta Teachers’ Association to 
take on the $2.1 billion unfunded lia- 
bility in the teachers’ pension plan. 


DECEMBER Despite a series of govern- 
ment amendments, opposition to Bill 
46 continues right up until the gov- 
ernment passes the controversial bill 
during a record-setting 22-hour 
marathon sitting starting on Dec 4 to 
end the fall session. The 18-day sitting 
sees 28 bills passed in advance of a 
widely anticipated spring election. 

Minister of Employment Iris Evans 
announces two advisory offices and 
a team of inspectors to address 
growing problems experienced by 
temporary foreign workers in the 
province, but does nothing to stem 
the tide that brings almost 23 000 
temporary workers to the province 
annually. ¥ 
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Issues is 2 forum for individuals and organizations 


A different 2007 report card 
for the Stelmach government 


RICARDO ACUNA / walberta,ca/parkland 

At the beginning of the 2007 calendar 
year there were some hopeful signs that 
the Alberta government might finally 
begin moving in a positive direction on 
the big issues affecting Albertans. 

After Ralph Klein's government, which 
had no vision, no plan, and no clue, it 
was encouraging to see a Premier who 
ran for the leadership of his party on a 
platform of informed action. 

The mandate letters that Premier 
Stelmach sent his cabinet ministers at 
the end of 2006 included specific priori- 
ties which were to guide their activities 
for the year, and which reflected the 
promises he made during the Conserva- 
tive leadership race. 

Twelve months later Mr Stelmach 
decided, on behalf of Albertans, to grade 
his government's performance over its 
first year. Not surprisingly, he gave him- 
self and his government a grade of A+. 
Of the 70 tasks in the various mandate 
letters, the Premier claims that 35 have 
now been completed, with the remain- 
ing 35 underway. 

Most parents would be concerned If 
their kids brought home a year-end 
report card stating that they had only 
accomplished half of their assigned 
work for the year, and had only gotten a 
start on the rest of it, but they would be 
absolutely baffled if that comment was 
accompanied by a grade of A+. 

Clearly, if only half the assigned work 
was completed, the best possible mark 
would be 50 per cent. In order for that to 
happen, however, we would need to 

have a good understanding of how well 
those 35 tasks were completed. 

Two of the items highlighted by the 
Premier in his report card press confer- 
ence as indicative of his government's 
stellar accomplishments were royalties 
and affordable housing. Unfortunately, 
the Premier's self-evaluation does not 
stand up to external review. 


ON ROYAITIES, for example, the finance 
Minister was mandated to “conduct a pub- 
lic review to ensure Albertans are receiv- 
ing a fair share from energy development 
through royalties, taxes and fees.” 

In his report card the Premier points 
out that the review was conducted and a 
final report submitted to government. He 
goes on to state that the government 
then responded by introducing a new 
royalty framework. What the report card 
ignores is that there was actually little 
to no connection between the mandated 
royalty review and the subsequent gov- 
ernment policy. The final policy was 
actually the result of exclusive back- 
room chats with industry after the deliv- 
ery of the royalty report—so much for 
showing your work and having your final 
answer flow directly from your research. 

Furthermore, although the task has been 
marked as complete, the reality is that 
there will be no new royalty regime before 
2009, and that even then it is unclear 
whether the two largest energy operations 


in the province will be bound by it. 

On royalties, therefore, the assigned 
mark should be far less than an A+. Even 
on a pass-fail basis the fact that the task 
is still more than a year from completion 
would result in an automatic fail. 


ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING the results 
are, sadly, similar. The mandate was to 
“establish a Housing Task Force to 
develop a plan to increase the availabili- 
ty of affordable housing.” Here too, the 
feport card points to the completion of a 
report and subsequent action by the gav- 
ermment as a sign of success. 

The report card ignores the fact that 
the action that followed completely 
ignored two key recommendations: rent 
controls and limits on condo conversions. 
It also ignores the fact that the action to 
be taken is not action at all, but rather a 
new secretariat to do more research and 
then develop a strategy and plan for tak- 
ing action. The secretariat itself will not 
actually be in place until April 2008. 
Again, an incomplete task which ignores 
evidence—looks like another fail. 

Given the government's assertion that 
their performance on these two items 
was indicative of their performance over- 
all, you can imagine what a similar 
assessment of the other 68 items in the 
report card would yield. From access to 
post-secondary education to the EUB toa 
concerted strategy for adding value to 
our own natural resources, the govern- 
ment's performance in the 2007 calendar 
year has been far less than stellar. 

This is especially true when one consid- 
ers the govemmment's propensity for setting 
up consultations and task forces, and then 
ignoring their key recommendations. 

As the new year begins, it is impor- 
tant for Ed Stelmach and his government 
to keep in mind that it doesn't matter 
how they grade their own performance. 
What matters is whether Albertans 
decide to pass or fail them based on 
their own criteria and priorities. 

The Premier said in his year-end state- 
ment that the government is now ready 
to move forward on new goals and objec- 
tives. In 2008, Albertans will be given the 
opportunity to make this assessment as 
to whether this government deserves to 
be passed or failed. When faced with 
that opportunity, it is important that we 
do not simply rely on a listing of things 
that have been ‘done,’ but rather that we 
look closely at what the stated goals and 
objectives were and what the process 
was in doing those things. 

If the result does not meet the abjec- 
tives, or flow directly from the process, 
or if the process was flawed, then it is 
important that Albertans assess the gov- 
emment's performance accordingly. Oth- 
erwise, we risk promoting a government 
that actually deserves to be held back. w 


Ricardo Acuna is Executive Director of 
the Parkland Institute, a non-partisan 
public policy research institute housed 
at the University of Alberta 
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2007 ‘wasn’t all bad’ despite juntas, assassinations and war 


DYER STRAIGHT 


gwynne@vueweek!y com 


2007 was the year in which global warm- 
ing finally began to be taken seriously. 
The climate change deniers were in full 
retreat, and the realization that we face a 
long and grave crisis was finally dawning 
on the general public. However, it 
remains to be seen whether it was the 
year in which the world agreed on effec- 
tive measures to deal with the crisis. 

The global conference in Bali that was 
supposed to kick off negotiations for a new 
treaty to replace the Kyoto accord after 
2012 ended ambiguously. The American 
delegation did not succeed in wrecking it, 
but it did manage to get all specific targets 
for cuts in greenhouse gas emissions 
removed from the text of the agreement. 

The other countries went along with it 
in order to stop the United States from 
walking out, on the assumption that the 
2008 presidential election will produce an 
administration that is willing to cooper- 
ate. Then the hard targets for cuts will 
get put back in, and United States will 
sign up to them, and the Indians and the 
Chinese and the other big developing 
countries will make a deal that commits 
them to some cap on emissions in return 
for much technological and financial help 
from the developed countries in installing 
clean energy technologies. 

That is the theory, and you can’t blame 
the other countries for going along with it 
because the alternative was a rogue Ameri- 
ca and no agreement. On the other hand, 
the history is not promising. It was Saint 
Albert Gore himself, then vice-president, 
who led the US delegation to the Kyoto 
talks in 1997 and drove the proposed emis- 
sions cuts down from 15 per cent to five per 
cent, in the hope of coming up with a deal 
that Congress would accept. 

But Congress never did accept the Kyoto 
accord, because its paymasters in the US 
energy, transport and natural resources 
sectors said not to. Things may have 
changed a bit now—Congress passed a 
bill this month that mandates greater fuel 
economy in vehicles—but on the big 
issues it is still largely subservient. 

It really is amazingly cheap to buy the 
US Congress. Since 1990, fossil fuel 
industries, logging interests, agribusiness 
companies and the transportation indus- 
try have given federal politicians only 
about $750 million, but that money plays 
such a key role in funding their election 
campaigns that on the question of cli- 
mate change Congress usually toes the 
line. With no early prospect of campaign 
finance reform, there is no reason to 
believe that the next Congress will be 
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very different in its behaviour. 

George W Bush will no 
longer be there in 2009, but 
even a more climate-friendly 
president will probably still 
face a sold-out Congress. The 
crisis has finally been acknowl- 
edged around the world, but we 
may not be anywhere near a 
coordinated global response 
yet. 

The other event with truly 
global impact was the soaring 
price of oil, which has been 
hovering at just below $100 per 
barrel for the past four months. 
It may go back down, of course, 
but it is unlikely ever to drop 
below $50 again and it is just as likely to 
rise as to fall. Indeed, many people sus- 
pect that we are now at or near “peak 
oil,” after which production will steadily 
decline and the price will continue to rise 
indefinitely. 

The impact of higher oil prices on the 
world’s economies has been remarkably 
slight so far—much less, for example, 
than the credit crunch that has been 
unleashed by the “sub-prime” crisis in the 
United States—but in the longer run more 
expensive oil will drive up almost all other 
prices. The world is skating along the edge 
of a global recession, and only the contin- 
ued dynamism of the emerging Asian 
economies keeps it from toppling in. 


IN THE ASIA-PACIFIC REGION, the year 
opened with China's January test of a 
satellite-killing missile, which was proba- 
bly meant mainly as a warning that it will 
react badly if Taiwan holds a referendum 
on changing the island's name from 
“Republic of China” to “Republic of Tai- 
wan” before next year's election. China's 
anger over India’s growing military rela- 
tionship with the United States was 
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underlined by the restatement in June of 
its claim to the Indian state of Arunachal 
Pradesh—but the Indian parliament's 
refusal to ratify the nuclear part of the 
US-Indian deal in November suggested 
that the drift towards an Asia-Pacific cold 
war is not yet unstoppable. 

The fall of Shinzo Abe’s government in 
Japan in September, after less than a year 
in office, sparked speculation that the Lib- 
eral Democratic Party's half-century 
monopoly on power may be staggering to 
its end. Given the harshly nationalistic style 
of the faction that has controlled the LDP 
since the turn of the century, this would 
come as a considerable relief to the coun- 
trys Asian neighbours—and also to many 
Japanese. In the Koreas, an agreement on 
dismantling North Korea's nuclear weapons 
programme led, in October, to the first seri- 
ous discussions about an actual peace 
treaty to replace the 54-year-old armistice 
that ended the Korean War. 

The Burmese military junta crushed a 
non-violent popular uprising led by Bud- 
dhist monks, the first since 1988, by 
killing some hundreds of protesters and 
arresting thousands of monks. President 
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Gloria Arroyo of the Philippines 
rode out the fifth coup attempt in 
seven years, and the Thai military 
junta got popular approval for a 
new constitution that grants the 
military a large permanent role 
even after democracy is restored. 

The thinly disguised military 
take-over in Bangladesh in Janu- 
ary was followed by the arrest of 
both the main party leaders, whom 
the army seems determined to 
exclude from any future elections. 
The assassination of Pakistan's 
former prime minister Benazir 
Bhutto less than two weeks before 
the January election that might 
have returned the country to civil- 
jan rule put not just the election, but the 
country's whole future as a democracy in 
doubt. Democracy has not had a good 
year in southern Asia—but despite the 
upheavals, the economies of all these 
countries {except Burma, of course) con- 
tinue to grow rapidly. 

Farther west, the war in Afghanistan 
intensified in 2007, with foreign forces 
heavily engaged all across the south of 
the country against Pashtun rebels fight- 
ing under the Taliban banner. Neverthe- 
less, the country’s export trade is thriving, 
with Afghan heroin now accounting for 
93 per cent of global production. And 
Turkmenistan’s ruler for the past 21 years, 
Saparmurat Niyazov, was succeeded on 
his death by his former dentist, Gurban- 
guly Berdymukhamedov. 


IN THE MIDDLE EAST, President Bush's 
troop “surge” in Iraq bought him an extra 
two years and ensured that he would be 
able to drop the mess in the lap of his 
successor, but it is still an unwinnable 
war for the United States. Some militias 
have switched sides for the moment for 
tactical reasons, but a poll conducted by 
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ABC News, the BBC and Japan's 
NTV in August found that 57 per 
cent of Iraqis believe that attacks on 
US forces are acceptable. On the 
assumption that most Kurds (20 per 
cent of the population) are pro- 
American, the implication is that 
around three-quarters of Arab Iraqis 
have no problem with blowing up 
Americans. 

The great and frightening impon- 
derable of the year was not the fate 
of Iraq, but the question of whether 
the United States would also attack 
Iran. Both President Bush and Vice- 
President Cheney repeatedly 
accused Iran of working on nuclear 
weapons (predicting “World War III” 
if it were not stopped), and warned 
that “all options are on the table” 
including a US attack. In early 
December, however, the 16 US intel- 
ligence agencies produced a new Nation- 
al Intelligence Estimate which asserted 
that Iran has not been working on nuclear 
weapons for the past four years. Mr Bush 
grumpily insisted that Iran was still a 
threat because it might do so, but the 
likelihood that he could actually launch 
another war before leaving office 
dropped dramatically. 

Israel lost President Moshe Katsav to a 
sex scandal, and General Dan Halutz, Chief 
of Staff of the Israel Defence Forces, 
stepped down after being condemned by 
the Winograd report for his role in the ill- 
conceived 2006 war against Lebanon. Amir 
Peretz, the defence minister, was ousted as 
Labour Party leader because of his 
bungling performance in the war. But Prime 
Minister Ehud Olmert, equally criticized in 
the Winograd report, clung to office. 

This left Olmert in charge of the Israeli 
response to the armed take-over of the 
Gaza Strip in June by the Islamist move- 
ment Hamas, which rejects the whole 
notion of Israeli and Palestinian states 
existing side by side within the territory 
of former Palestine. Olmert's response 
was to blockade the Gaza Strip and try to 
strangle it economically in the hope of 
turning its residents against Hamas, and 
meanwhile to try for some sort of interim 
peace deal with the less militant Fatah- 
led “emergency government” that now 
governs the West Bank. 

But the people of the Gaza Strip, who 
strongly supported Hamas in the last Pales- 
tinian elections, have not turned against it 
despite soaring unemployment, deepening 
poverty, and food shortages. Olmert's cabi- 
net is so deeply divided that he cannot 
offer terms for a peace settlement that 
even Fatah would seriously consider. The 
“peace process” that began with the 1993 
Oslo accords is dead—but since nobody in 
power on either side wishes to contem- 
plate the alternatives, we get empty cha- 
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s to win an election there, and the 
strike in Syria’s northem desert in 

nber that was allegedly aimed at a 
nuclear facility. In July the Unit- 

tes announced a $60 billion military 
package to its three main allies in the 
srael, Egypt and Saudi Arabia. 
has been teetering on the brink of 
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ere the great non-surprise of 
ear was the revelation this month 
Russia's President Vladimir Putin, 
sannot run again in next year's presi- 
al election, will re-emerge as Prime 
“Minister Vladimir Putin. To be fair, that is 
the way most Russian voters would 
have wanted it:, as they credit Putin for 
restoring both Russia's prosperity and its 
restige—and it’s every bit as legal as 
Bill Clinton’s wife running for the presi- 
deney in the United States. 

The European Union finally got the 
constitution that French and Dutch voters 
rejected in referendums two years ago, 
cleverly re-packaged as a 312-page cata- 
logue of amendments to existing treaties 
which does not require ratification by ref- 
erendum. It was actually quite a good 
constitution, and the French and the 
Dutch voted against it mainly because 
they were cross at the EU for letting 
Turkey become a candidate for member- 
ship, but the way it has been done leaves 
a bad taste in the mouth. Also, it now 


reads, as one British journalist put it, 
“like a manual for a forklift truck.” 

Tony Blair finally relinquished the prime 
ministership in Britain in June to take up a 
lucrative career on the lecture circuit and a 
largely symbolic post as prominent-person- 
in-charge-of-doing-something-for-the- 
Palestinians, while his successor Gordon 
Brown struggled to get the hang of being 
prime minister after 10 years in the number 
two job. Nicolas Sarkozy won the French 
presidency in May, promising to reanimate 
the French economy with sweeping free- 
market reforms—but his wife promptly 
divorced him, and he soon ran into pre- 
dictable resistance from the beneficiaries 
of the existing system in the form of 
nationwide strikes. 

In July Turkish democracy weathered a 
Major crisis when voters decisively sup- 
ported the “Muslim democrats” of the rul- 
ing Justice and Development Party against 
veiled threats of intervention by an army 
that still sees an Islamic party as a threat 
to the secular state. Polish voters threw out 
the government of the “toxic twins” in 
October, rejecting two years of ultra- 
nationalism, anti-German xenophobia, and 
witch-hunts against anybody linked to the 
old Communist regime even in the most 
menial capacity—but one of the twins, 
Lech Kacynski, will stay on as president 
until 2010, which may make it hard for 
Donald Tusk’s new centre-right government 
to get legislation through. And Belgium 
femained without a government six months 
after last June’s election, amidst alarmist 
talk that the country might finally break 
into its French- and Flemish-speaking parts, 
but agreement on an interim government 
was reached last week. 

One could continue with one-sentence 
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summaries of the cyber-assault on the 
Estonian government, the mega-fires that 
ravaged forests in Greece and Tenerife, 
the anti-immigrant racism that marred the 
Swiss election in September, and so on 
for many paragraphs, because there are a 
great many countries in Europe. But such 
a list would serve no purpose, so let us 
leave Europe, noting only that Kosovo's 
impending declaration of independence 
from Serbia may spark a new Balkan cri- 
sis in February, and look southwards. 


YOU HAVE T0 LOOK HARD to find encour- 
aging news from Africa. Ivory Coast has 
reunited, at least for the moment, after five 
years of civil war and division. The civil war 
in the Congo is still mostly over, although 
there was a flare-up in the north-east in 
September. Nigeria had a peaceful transfer 
of power from one elected president to 
another, for the first time in its history— 
although only after the outgoing president 
was defeated in his attempt to change the 
constitution and run for a third term. But 
the victor and new president of Nigeria, 
Umaru Yar'Adua, won by an absurd four-to- 
one majority in an election that European 
Union observers described as “not credi- 
ble” and the United States called “deeply 
disturbing.” 7e// magazine put it best, 
claiming to quote Joseph Stalin: “Those 
who cast the votes decide nothing. Those 
who count the votes decide everything.” 
That's the good news. The bad news is 
that almost all of north-eastern Africa is 
already at war or rapidly drifting in that 
direction. The Darfur war in south-western 
Sudan has spilled over into Chad and the 
Central African Republic, exacerbating the 
local conflicts there, and the peace deal 
that ended the far bigger, decades-long 


war between southern Sudan and the cen- 
tre is breaking down. Ethiopia is fighting its 
own rebel citizens in the north-east and 
waging a brutal and indiscriminate cam- 
paign against civilians and resistance fight- 
ers alike in occupied Somalia, while to the 
north Eritrea, Africa's Sparta, is gearing up 
for another war with Ethiopia. These are 
some of the poorest countries in Africa and 
perhaps also among the earliest victims of 
climate change, which may explain why 
they are also being ravaged by war. Bad 
things come in threes. 

East Africa and southern Africa are in 
far better shape, of course, apart from the 
ongoing disaster of Zimbabwe, but even 
there very few countries have an econom- 
ic growth rate that is more than one or 
two points higher than their population 
growth rate. It will be a great many years, 
at that rate, before the majority of their 
people escape from grinding poverty. 


THE MAIN STORY IN LATIN AMERICA aii 
year has been the advance of the left, 
fuelled in part by Venezuelan oil wealth. 
Hugo Chavez was the role model in 
Ecuador, where President Rafael Correa 
won power in January on a platform of 
radical reform. Venezuela paid the legal 
bills when Bolivia nationalized its gas 
fields and extracted more revenue from 
the foreign companies that operate them. 
And Venezuela is now providing so much 
aid to Cuba, mainly in the form of cheap 
oil, that the subsidies compare with those 
that Castro used to get from the Soviet 
Union. That certainly helped to stabilize 
Cuba's transition from Fidel Castro’s one- 
man rule to the new “collective leader- 
ship’—but there was a nationwide sigh 
of relief when the still ailing Castro final- 


ly indicated in December that he did not 
intend to take power back. 

In the United States, the war in Iraq fell 
off the front pages as American military 
casualties declined, though it will probably 
be back there by next summer: everybody, 
including the Iraqi insurgents, knows how 
the Tet offensive tumed American opinion 
decisively against the Vietnam war in the 
election year of 1968. The presidential pri- 
maries, the most wide open in decades, 
were already taking up almost all the 
available media space by year's end, but 
no candidate in either party had estab- 
lished an unbeatable lead. The US dollar 
was collapsing in external markets, but 
most attention focussed instead on the 
collapse of the domestic mortgage market 
and the risk of a recession. 

What else? A theatrical competition for 
rights to the Arctic seabed opened up, with 
Russian submarines planting flags on the 
bottom at the North Pole and Canada 
investing in new armed icebreakers to 
patrol the Northwest Passage, but the rival 
claims will really be settled by geological 
evidence in front of an intemational court. 
Australia dumped its long-serving prime 
minister, a serial climate change denier, 
and promptly signed the Kyoto accord. And 
a British court told the Chagos Islanders 
that they could finally go home to their 
home on Diego Garcia, now a key US air- 
base in the Indian Ocean, only 41 years 
after Britain illegally expelled them to 
make room for its American ally 

So it wasn't all bad, was it? w 
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What are we going to do without the utter brilliance of this guy? 


BRIAN / brian@vueweekly.com 

‘1 don’t particularly like it when people 
put words in my mouth, either, by the 
way, unless I say it.” —George W Bush, 
Crawford, TX, Nov 10, 2007 


Huh? Even when Dubya tries to talk 
about being misunderstood, he only 
confuses himself and everyone else. 
In his lucky seventh year in office, the 
junior Bush oversaw a deepening 
quagmire in Irag, Alberto Gonzales's 
sudden memory loss about the dis- 
missal of US attorneys and, after Dick 
Cheney tried to suppress it for a year, 
the leaking of an intelligence report 
that Iran isn’t a nuclear threat. 

And through it all, there was more 
Bush-in-mouth disease as Curious 
George kept slipping on his banana 
peel of a tongue. There was the Presi- 
dent's statement on Jan 29 that he 
was surprised by the “distrust” in 
Washington but pledged, “I'll work 
hard to try to elevate it.” Then his 
blinding logic on Apr 19 that “There 
are some similarities, of course” 
between Iraq and Vietnam because 
“Death is terrible.” His head for facts 
shrunk on the Fourth of July when he 
talked about the American Revolu- 
tionary War as being “more than two 
decades” ago, referred to Australia’s 
troops as “Austrian,” and thanked that 
country’s leader for hosting the OPEC 
summit when they were, in fact, at 
the APEC summit. 

But maybe, just maybe, there’s 
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some method to his madness. After 
all, in a US-occupied Iraq that’s seen 
far more dead than under Hussein's 
rule, his confusion of “an ideology of 
hope" and “an ideology of hate” on 
Jan 11 is rather fitting. Perhaps when 
Bush trips up, his stumbling words get 
nearer to the truth than his pre-pack- 
aged speeches ever do. So, as Bush 
himself put it on Jul 10, don't “try to ... 
make it sound like I'm smart on the 
subject,” Mr President. Or we would- 
n't have any more scary subconscious 
clues to help us figure out what you're 
up to, not to mention these Top Ten 
Hits in the 2007 Bush League: 


WORLD WIDE WHAT? 

“Information is moving—you know, 
nightly news is one way, of course, 
but it’s also moving through the blo- 
gosphere and through the internets.” 
—Washington, DC, May 2 


THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING PRESIDENT 

“My job is a decision-making job, and 
as a result, | make a lot of decisions.” 
—Lancaster, PA, Oct 3 


.» AND COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 

“The question is, who ought to make 
that decision? The Congress or the 
commanders? And as you know, my 
position is clear—I’'m a commander 


guy.” —Washington, DC, May 2 


LAPDOG DAYS OF SUMMER 

“I've heard he’s been called Bush’s 
poodle. He’s bigger than that.” —On 
former British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair, as quoted by the Sun newspa- 
per, Jun 27 


THE DEPTH OF THEIR FRIENDSHIP 


“My relationship with this good man 
is where I've been focused, and that’s 
where my concentration is. And I 
don't regret any other aspect of it. 
And so I—we filled a lot of space 
together.” —On Tony Blair, Washing- 


ton, DC, May 17 


THAT IRAQ THINGAMAJIG 

“| fully understand those who say you 
can't win this thing militarily. That's 
exactly what the United States mili- 
tary says, that you can’t win this mili- 


tary.” —On progress in Iraq, 
Washington, DC, Oct 17 
30, LET'S WIN THIS THING MILITARILY! 


“The solution to Iraq—an Iraq that can 
govern itself, sustain itself and defend 
itself—is more than a military mis- 
sion, Precisely the reason why | sent 
more troops into Baghdad.” 
—wWashington, DC, Apr 3 


DIY MESSAGE IMPOSSIBLE 

"Suiciders are willing to kill innocent 
life in order to send the projection 
that this is an impossible mission.” 
—Washington, DC, Apr 3 


BUT DON'T WORRY 


“We're kicking ass.” —On the security 
situation in Iraq, to Australian Deputy 
Prime Minister Mark Vaile, Sydney, 
Australia, Sep 5 


AND ... THE #1 BUSHISM OF 2007 

“| heard somebody say, ‘Where's [Nel- 
son] Mandela?’ Well, Mandela's dead. 
Because Saddam killed all the Mande- 
las.” —On the Nobel Peace Prize-win- 
ner and former South African 
president, who happens to be quite 
alive, Washington, DC, Sep 20 v 


The highlights and lowlights of the year in health news 
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We're at the neck in the hourglass again, 
another year gone, a new one waiting to 
happen. What were the health-news 
highlights and lowlights of 2007? 

There were many. Most recently and 
locally, Room 103 at a school in Mill 
Woods is a giant recognition of the need 
to offer support to the growing numbers 
of our young people dealing with depres- 
sion and anxiety and other disorders that 
affect behaviour and learning and social 
interactions. And the room is an acknowl- 
edgement that it’s important to keep 
teens struggling with these kinds of 
health issues connected to their schools 
and friends, and that we're ready to deal 
with thern like we do other better-under- 


stood, less-stigmatized health problems. 
Another significant piece of news, and 
linked to the recent debate by Vue read- 
ers on the topic of mainstream versus 
alternative medicine, was a large, ran- 
domized, placebo-controlled study done 
in the UK that showed neither the com- 
monly prescribed antibiotic amoxicillin, 
nor topical steroids alone or in combina- 
tion with the antibiotic, to alter the sever- 
ity or duration of sinus infections—they 
were no more effective than a placebo. 
Two things about this to remember— 
one is that though western medicine is 
given infinitely more credibility than alter- 
native medicine by most, neither approach 
is magic, and not even scientifically-sanc- 
tioned treatments always remain scientifi- 
cally-sanctioned. The other represents the 
grain of salt | continue to take orthodox 
science with—the study was the largest 
randomized study of amoxicillin in acute 
sinus infection ever conducted without 


pharmaceutical company funding. 


THE YEAR ALSO brought us Sicko, and 
reminded us that destroying public health 
care in Canada would create profits for 
some, top-notch services for the wealthy, 
and very little for the rest of us. The solu- 
tion to our healthcare woes is really very 
simple though, and it lies in prevention. 
Systems that emphasize prevention cost 
infinitely less, and they deliver quality— 
Cuba's healthcare system costs $260 per 
capita annually, compared to thousands 
per capita in Canada and the US, yet they 
enjoy more reliable and effective health 
care, and life expectancy only slightly 
lower than ours. People in China, where 
traditional Chinese herbal medicine and 
preventative approaches are still widely 
used today, enjoy life expectancies simi- 
lar to ours and those of other wealthier 
nations—despite its low average income. 

In ancient China, doctors got paid and 


did well financially only when they kept 
their patients healthy. Our system does 
the reverse—it literally depends on our 
being sick to survive, which may explain 
why only two per cent of the billions of 
dollars that go into our health system 
goes to prevention-based approaches. 
But though prevention wouldn't be the 
best news for Big Pharma, it would work 
for the rest of us. 

Also in 2007—«laims that cancer isn't 
epidemic, and that even if it were, science 
hasn't implicated our environment, and 
that those saying so are guilty of fabricat- 
ing scary stories. This despite the fact that 
two big changes of the last 50 years 
include the quality and purity of our air, 
food and water supply, and our depend- 
ence on pharmaceuticals to get by—the 
logical mind views both with extreme sus- 
picion even though the science isn’t all in 
yet. 

And it turns out the science may be a 


while yet, a very long while—the US 
Environmental Protection Agency has 
begun, under the guise of federal budget 
cuts, to close its nationwide network of 
scientific libraries and destroy their con- 
tents, which means access to vital data 
on the health effects of toxic substances 
will be denied. : 

So since we're not going to get the 
environment cleaned up anytime soon and 
disease rates are still a problem I'm think- 
ing it's time for a new emphasis. We're a 
fast-food, instant-result, pill-popping kind 
of society, but getting and staying well— 
as opposed to intervention once disease is 
present—has always required patience 
and effort, much like birthing a new life 
fequires the process of labour. Waiting on 
and supporting our bodies’ built-in ability 
to heal with the help of alternative 
approaches seems worth the effort to me. 
| think I'll keep writing. w 
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nie eyes over the year that 

as on e greatest years ever for 
February, Mario Kart 64 
N64's killer app. But that 
jaldeneye 007 proved once 
hat a console FPS could be 
quate compared to its PC 
but could kick those cousins’ 
that it mattered, once Fina/ 
land Gran Turismo boosted the 
lation so far past Nintendo's weirdly 
rtridges??) console that the 


THE BOX 


AVEYOUNG AND TB PLAYER 
0) @yweweel 


Since the last “real” In The Box two weeks. 

_ ago (Christmas and untimely sickness 
resulted in last weeks issue being a mix- 
ture of leftovers) the Oilers have gone into 
a funk. Here’s the list of losses: A 3-1 loss 
to the visiting New Jersey Devils. A 3-2 
loss to the Blackhawks in Chicago. A 2-1 
loss to Anaheim at Rexall. A 5-4 overtime 
loss to the Wild in Minny. A 4-2 New 
Year's Eve loss to Columbus. That's not 
what Dave or TB wanted for Christmas. 


MAKING A LIST, USING IT TWICE The 
last few Oiler losses all seemed to have 
one thing in common. Crappy third peri- 
ods. Let's look at the games: 

Dec 21, 2007 vs New Jersey: Oilers take 
an early 1-0 lead to the third. Lose 3-1. 
Dec 23, 2007 vs Chicago: Oilers go into 
the third period tied 2-2. An early third 
period Chicago goal results in a 3-2 loss. 
Dec 27, 2007 vs Anaheim: Enter the last 
frame tied 1-1; lose 2-1 after a Doug 
Weight goal (his fifth goal of the year-— 
four of those five scored on the Oilers). 
Dec 29, 2007 vs Minnesota: Yuck. A 4-2 
lead at the end of the second period is 
traded in for a 5-4 overtime loss. 

Dec 31, 2007 vs Columbus: A 2-2 draw 
after two. A 4-2 loss after regulation. 

In those five games the Oilers had a com- 
bined 10-7 lead over the first two periods 
and were outscored 8-0 in the third peri- 
‘ad either giving up leads or tie games. 
£0 rhaps the second intermission 
nw with Gene Principe is too 
de zing or exhausting for the play- 
ers. No matter the reason, it stinks, DY 


e Oilers’ captain and 
leader Ethan Moreau is back 
13 consecutive regular sea- 
er two seasons. And 
have lost both games that 
things are looking good 

old ball of scar tissue. He's 


other Greatest Year Ever. Probably uncon- 
scious psychosomatic sabotage, acciden- 
tally-on-purpose fudging the 
chrono-controls to a simpler time, a time 
when all we really had to give a fuck 
about was “polygon count.” MDK gave us 
zoom-in sniper rifling, and it was like Holy 
Shit, we're one step away from ... from 
whatever a guy in 1997 would have said 
instead of “The Matrix.” 

A decade later, we're expected to go 
deeper into games-as-art territory, scratch- 
ing our beards over what everything 
means. The last half of the year has seen 
games’ entire critical community, from 
post-illiterate messageboard fuckwads to 
respected PhD fuckwads, disappear down 
the rabbit hole that is BioShock. Follow 
this: it's a game, praised for its in-game 
modeling of moral choice, that is actually 
one long satire on the basic triviality of in- 
game moral choices, a game that's 
spawned trillions of pages of debate and 
discussion on the subject of players’ narra- 


jumped right back into the mix, playing 
about 18 minutes a night and racking up 
three points in two games. That's one 
more than Patrick Thoresen, Matt Greene, 
Liam Reddox, Allan Rourke, Bryan Young, 
Mathieu Roy, Robbie Schremp, M-A 
Pouliot and J-F Jacques managed to score 
in 65 games combined. 18 


CURSED? BAH HUMBUG! Going over the 
Oiler injury list lately | noticed an inter- 
esting trend. Ever since the Oilers 
bounced the first place Detroit Red Wings 
out of the 2006 playoffs, | think they've 
cursed the Oilers. Check this out: 

Oct 26, 2006: Oilers play Detroit for the 
first time since the playoffs months 
before; Ethan Moreau gets injured for the 
season. 

Nov 8, 2006: Oilers shut out by Detroit 3-0. 
Shutouts suck. 

Nov 18, 2006: Nothing bad happens. Oil- 
ers win in shootout. The curse rests for a 
game. 

Feb 23, 2007: Oilers beat Detroit; the 
“Detroit Curse” kicks in. Oilers go winless 
for 12 more games. 

Oct 8, 2007: First loss of the ‘07-‘08 sea- 
son after two wins. Three more losses 
follow. j 
Oct 30, 2007: Matt Greene injured in 
Detroit game. Likely out for season. 

Dec 13, 2007: Raffi Torres injured. Gone 
for up to two months. 

There is one game remaining against 
Detroit. That one falls on Feb 26—one of 
only two dates in Oiler history (that regu- 
lar season games have been scheduled) 
that the team has never lost (an all-time 
record on February 26 of 3-0-1-0). So, 
someone's getting injured. DY 


WINTER WONDERLAND The Pittsburgh 
Penguins beat the Buffalo Sabres in this 
year's outdoor Winter Classic in Buffalo 
in front of an NHL-record 71 217 frosty 
fans. Sidney Crosby (or, “The NHL's Ticket 
to an American Television Deal,” as he's 
known at the NHL front office), scored the 
shootout winner in a storybook-ending 
that's sure to have Gary Bettman giggling 
like a schoolgirl for days to come. 


tive freedom by lampooning game charac- 
ters—and the players that guide them 
through their motions—as railroaded 
automatons, given the illusion of freedom 
but necessarily fettered to the will of the 
designers. It's enough to make one say, 
“Well, whatever; it was a really tight, 
good-looking game and | had a great time 
playing it,” and leave it at that, so | will. 


THE OTHER ANGLE in 2007 with which we 
could make videogames bigger than their 
bleep-blorp britches was a perennial: 
games as big business, as media media- 
business, as Hollywood-killers. This old 
favourite was given another, stronger leg to 
stand on when, on Sep 25, Halo 3 raked in 
170 million bucks in 24 hours for the 
biggest opening of any entertainment prod 

uct ever in any medium anywhere in the 
known universe. Apparently this hype-driv- 
en aberration means movies are on their 
Way out, or something. But when, the bear- 
dos ask, will games produce their Citizen 


Wie 


FLORENCE CAUGHT 


‘\\ AN W3 2 
WN j 


Kane? Probably around the time movies 
produce their Donkey Kong. \deally—and 
were talking “convergence” here, 1997- 
style—they'll be exactly the same product. 

Still on the business side of things, 
2007 was the Year of Wii. | don’t need 
sales numbers to know this, | just have to 
mention my job in any social setting. 
Moms, kids, dudes, drunks, weirdoes, 
geezers, bozos, brainiacs—everybody’s 
talking Wii. Here, also, is the mighty Wii's 
soft underbelly: to many or most of these 
people Wii, the system, and Wii Sports, 
the game it comes packed with are iden- 
tical. “Playing Wii" means “playing Wii 
Sports, and anemic software sales reflect 
the fact many Wii owners aren't bother- 
ing with much else. Fad-bubbles burst 
fast, and nothing wears off like novelty; 
will like-new Wii ensembles play the role 
of pasta makers, step-aerobic kits and 
electric putting greens in the Labour Day 
garage sales of tomorrow? 

That kind of craving for schadenfreude? 


the year that was in the fantastic world of bleep-blorp 


That's pretty ‘90s, too ... the difference here 
is that it probably won't pay off. Wii's not 
going down, and neither is the PlayStation 
3, and neither is the XBox 360. This “con- 
sole war" isn't a deathmatch; barring some 
kind of stellar fuckup, there won't be a last- 
Man-standing winner or a company-sinking 
loser this generation. As 2007 demon- 
strates, the game-business field is big and 
broad enough—and the major players 
filthy goddamn rich and resilient enough— 
to support a three-way market indefinitely. 
... of at least until the dawn of the 
Eighth Generation, somewhere around late 
2010, when we get to go through this shit 
all over again. Or maybe, by that time, 
game development budgets will have col- 
lapsed under their weight, we'll all have 
realized that we're not having any more fun 
than we had when we first played Tetris, 
and the world will be happily matching 
shapes and colours while the Mayan Cal- 
endar rolls around to Armageddon 
Dare to dream in ‘08, babies. w 
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Farewell: Dish editor dishes on the best of 2004 - 2007 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL / christepher@vueweekly.com 
| ‘ou'll have to pry this gig out 

of my cold, dead fingers.” 

That was my reply whenev- 
er anyone asked me how long | fig- 
ured I would review restaurants for 
the Dish section. I mean, I went out to 
eat up to three times a week. My 
meals were reimbursed and I was 
paid to write about it. It’s the best job 
in the world for an adequate word- 
smith who loathes cooking and loves 
trying anything new. 

Two years ago, my role asa 
reviewer Shazam-ed into something 
new. I was handed the section and 
told to make it the best in the city. I 
looked at See Magazine, City Palate 
and the Bistro section of the Edmon- 
ton Journal. | figured I had a shot 

Since then, Dish has evolved from 
two or three reviews a week into a 
significant part of Vue Weekly. Our 
readers check out regular wine and 
beer columns, recipes and current 
events. There is a mix of reviews and 
features on every foodie-related topic 
that a crack stable of culinary writers 
can devise. I'm damn proud of how 
far this section has come, and I’m 
thrilled with the team I've built. 

However, with fingers warm and 
far from dead, | am releasing the gig. 
I'll still keep my hat in the ring for 
restaurant reviews or foodie features 
every once in a while, but it’s time 
someone else charted a course for 
this ship. My day job, my family and 
freelance wniting call—I must answer. 

Of course, I negotiated a generous 
severance package: three drink tickets 
at the Vue Christmas party and a 
farewell “Best Of” article for the first 


issue of 2008. I probably should have 
held out for a t-shirt. 


BEST OF 2004 - 2006 

In my first year, | found Uncle Ed's 
and Barb & Ernie’s. I stuffed myself 
stupid in front of the belly dancers at 
Cosmos Greek Taverna. But the real 
discovery that stuck with me was 
Culina. Brad Lazarenko's new spot 
immediately made my list. In fact, my 
wife and | have returned every year 
for our anniversary. Whenever anyone 
asks me for the name of the best 
restaurant in the city, I never hesitate. 

Culina boasts a mere 14 tables or so, 
and a tiny kitchen that it shares with the 
new Passatempo wine bar next door. 
The menu is what I would consider 
“Canadian-French fusion,” with plenty 
of rich sauces and sourced as locally as 
possible. In the low $20s, the dishes are 
inexpensive for four-star cuisine. 

For me, the clincher is the dish I 
keep returning to savour Grilled Bison 
flatiron steak on a potato mash .They 
have recently changed it up for the 
better: where I was used to the most 
succulent strips of beef tenderloin, 
Culina has swapped in grilled bison. 
Drizzled across the whole is a blue 
cheese cream and red wine chocolate 
sauce. The combination of lean meat, 
rich saltiness and sweet tang is 
absolutely out of this world. The 
description alone is enough to con- 
vert the sceptical. Make a reservation. 

In 2005, | sampled my first Eritrean 
cuisine at Mebrat Café. 1 smoked a 
hookah at Co Co Di and had my palm 
read at the Russian Tea Room. Spago 
served up piri-piri chicken that still tan- 
talizes my taste buds with its traditional 
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hot sauce marinade. I also discovered 
two of my regular haunts that year. 
First'for any road trip, I swing by 
High Voltage for a chicken med gyro 
on that ineffably spiced, lightly grilled 
pita. There is nothing in the city that 
compares to High Voltage for road 
eats that will fill me up all the way to 
Calgary and perfume the car with a 
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mouth-watering aroma for much 
longer that that. Second, when I get a 
long enough lunch break, | dash into 
Los Andes (The Andes”) for a cheese 
empanada, a barros luco grilled beef 
sandwich and a glass of sangria for 
under $15. They actually start making 
it for me when they see me pull up. 
While I gave the “Best Of 2005” nod 
to the Manor Café, I have never 
returned. Instead, my discovery of the 
best Italian restaurant in Edmonton 
has led me back time and time again 
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to PiccoLino. Full-sized servings of 
luscious pasta can be ordered for 
under $15, the ambiance is both 
warm and sensuous, and the service 
is impeccable. Italian cuisine is done 
well all over the city, but there is one 
place that does it perfectly. 

Last year was frustrating, to say the 
least. The luck of the draw plagued 
me: every meal had to be compared 
to my very first review of 2006. It was 
frustrating to sit over a platter of Il 
Portico’s halibut filet that flaked apart 
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with the slightest pressure of my fork 
and say, “Yes, but it just isn’t the crab 
and lobster fondue at Murrieta’s.” The 

e Avenue hot spot was my pick 
for 2006, and quickly became my 
wife's favourite restaurant, too. 

It is a little more expensive than oth- 
ers on the list, but their take on west 
coast cuisine is exhilarating. With a 
wine list that spans the range of tastes 
and servers who know what the hell 
they're talking about, the restaurant 
would already be a pleasure to visit. 
However, that medium-rare striploin 
under crab and lobster fondue restored 
my faith in the daily special. Some- 
times a way for the kitchen to get rid of 
unwanted leftovers, my dish was a 
marvellous combination of fresh ingre- 
dients and ingenuity. 

That said, 2006 also offered some 
unbelievable options on Edmonton’s 
culinary scene. J discovered Dinner 
Revolution, where | could either 
assemble or pick up gourmet meals 
for my freezer. In terms of restau- 
rants, my trifecta was: El Rancho's 
inexpensive, genuine Mexican fare, 
Delux’s hipster take on the classic 
burger and Fresh Start’s fresh start on 
delicious grilled meals paired with 
sin-sational baked goods. 


BEST OF 2007 


This year, I finally made it to one of 
the city’s mainstays, only to find out 
exactly why it was one of the city's 
favourites. I visited Upper Crust for a 
Sunday brunch. It isn’t often that I 
come across cuisine that simply relies 
on itself for presentation. The artistry 
on our plates came from their 
arrangement of fresh, colourful food- 
stuffs and not from some food stylist 
in a magazine, and that upside-down 
date cake should be required eating 
for anyone who considers themselves 
an Edmontonian. 

On the ethnic front, both Curry Fix 
and Masala Wok were far better than I 
had any right to expect. I enjoyed the 
attempt at finer dining that they pre- 
sented, without letting pretense get in 
the way of the food. B-Bim-Baab has 
lured me back twice for their epony- 
mous Korean rice dish. | am plagued 
by geography, however, and my home 


town boasts the best fry thuppa I have 
ever sampled at Yeti Gourmet. 

When calling the best restaurant of 
2007, I had to consider all these and 
more. The best restaurant of my out- 
going year had to boast the perfect 
storm of location, cuisine and philos- 
ophy. A tiny spot on the city’s new- 
found east end arts district knocked 
each requirement out of the park. 

With only eight tables plus a win- 
dow bar and an alleyway patio out 
back, Bacon couldn't have served 
enough people to have earned the 
buzz it gets around the city. Incredibly 
friendly service with locally sourced, 
free range and organic cuisine are 
part of it, of course, but the proof was 
in a single taste of my blackberry 
mascarpone French toast with cran- 
berry maple sausage. The warm, wel- 
coming aroma of bacon rendered the 
little space even more intimate as it 
welcomed more hungry patrons 
through the door. 

Bacon is—and will be—known for 
its brunch omelettes. The risotto-like 
lazy cabbage rolls and trio of fresh per- 
ogies they come with are a treat, but 
for 2007, the Bacon omelette is king. 


THIS CITY HAS some fantastic places 


to eat. While I don’t blame people for 
not taking a chance with their occa- 
sional evening out, hot first date or 
high-pressure lunch meeting, I do 
sometimes pity the knee-jerk choice 
to hit some chain. In my three and a 
half years writing for Dish, | have 
reviewed over 100 restaurants and 
discovered something special about 
each one. 

My New Year's resolution is to dis- 
cover more of Edmonton and area’s 
culinary stars. Why not do the same? 

Get out of your comfort zone and 
take a chance on a neighbourhood 
bistro or a coworker's recommenda- 
tion. Ask the server what’s good and I 
can altnost guarantee that you will be 
pleasantly surprised. Just go before it’s 
too late: | mourn the infernos that 
claimed both the Goulash Restau- 
rant’s Hungarian wonders and the 
popular Pyrogy House. 

Bon appetit, happy new year and 
thanks for reading. v 
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Tazza is dining 


ELLA JAMESON / ella@vueweekly.com 

t was 4 pm on the last day of 
[== before the Christmas break, 

and I wanted to take a teacher 
friend of mine for some tapas and 
wine before | lost track of her in the 
holiday hoopla. She was worn, hun- 
gry and jonesin’ for a bottomless 
glass of red wine; I was buying. 

We decided to meet at Tazza 
Mediterranean Café, a new restau- 
rant hidden in the Lemarchand Man- 
sion downtown on the corer of 100 
Ave and 116 Street. Nestled on the 
south side of the building, Tazza is the 
kind of place that isn’t easily stumbled 
upon, but it just happened that I had 
purchased a gift certificate at an on- 
line auction a few weeks earlier. 

The massive Lemarchand Mansion 
was completed in 1912 by real estate 
speculator and merchant Rene 
Lemarchand. His goal was to provide 
luxury apartment accommodation in 
the heart of the Canadian west, and 
he accomplished his ambition by cre- 
ating one of the city’s most presti- 
gious addresses. Originally costing 
over $200 000 to build, the mansion 
housed over 40 suites, each with its 
own fireplace. Sadly, over time the 
neglected historic building fell into 
disrepair, but with the benefit of a 
massive renovation in the early 1980s 
the Lemarchand mansion is now 
home to a number of small business- 
es and retail shops strewn over its 
four floors. 
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S| TAZZA MEDITERRANEAN 
CAFE 

111-11523 100 AVE 

498-1901 


Taking over Tazza’s footprint in 
mid-2007, the new owners began 
expansion and renovations to enlarge 
the small space and open up the view 
to the south. Though the vista is 
spoiled by a poorly placed parking lot, 
the High Level Bridge is visible in the 
distance and the University of Alberta 
shines across the river. 


TAZZA DISTINGUISHES ITSELF by serv- 
ing Mediterranean and Middle Eastern 
food, delicious culinary treats from 
the likes of Greece, Egypt and Turkey. 
They've been open for a couple of 
months, primarily targeting the morn- 
ing and lunch crowds, closing at what 
they refer to as “5:30-ish.” There are 
plans to expand their hours in the 
New Year to serve dinner as well, but 
no firm date has been set. 

The décor is simple but classic: 
exposed brick walls give the small 
café an old-world look. Although 
Tazza can seat several dozen din- 
ers, much of their business is done 
from the front take-out counter. 
Most of their trade comes from 
nearby apartments and those who 
rent commercial space in the his- 


that’s fit for a mansion 


toric building. Friendly and warm, 
the staff takes care to make their 
clientele feel at home. 

With most office-dwellers just get- 
ting off work, the restaurant was quiet 
for our 4 pm meeting time. We sat 
down and peeled off layers of winter 
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gear before scanning the menu for a 
bit of pre-Christmas cheer. Though 
they had a nice variety of white wines 
to choose from, we opted against 
something chilled and instead picked 
up the last third of a bottle of Wynd- 
ham 555 Shiraz which we split 
between the two of us ($5.95 each). 

We wandered up to order at the 
counter, reading the array of fare 
from the overhead blackboards. We 
could create our own salad from a 
list of greens and toppings, or we 
could indulge in a panini, a pita 
wrap Or pizza. 

I was curious to try their fatayars, a 
kind of pie. We decided to try a pair of 
each three on offer: spinach and feta, 
spinach and lemon and finely ground 
halal beef ($1.50 each). We compliment- 
ed them with a large order of bruschetta 


Eritrean/Ethiopian/Somolian Food 
Eritrian Coffee 
Organic Foods & Eritrean Tea 


10603-107Ave, 424-9929 


($7) and some pita chips ($2). 
SETTLED BACK with our wine, we lis- 


tened to the soft Christmas musak 
and let the stress of a long week slide 
from our snow-soaked shoulders. 

When our food was brought out, 
we both immediately went for the 
still-warm fatayars. I learned that 
fatayars, which incidentally are not 
pronounced “fat-tires,” consist of 
yeast dough wrapped around a savory 
filling. They were served with Middle 
Eastern style tzatziki, a yogurt and 
cucumber dip spiced with lemon and 
cilantro. It was perfectly balanced and 
unforgettably delicious. 

We then dove into the bruschetta, 
piling it high on a piece of dry crisp 
pita. It was a tangy combination of 
tomatoes, onion, garlic and spices 
served tall in a bowl surrounded by 
the pita bread. The crisps served dou- 
ble duty as ladles for the tzatziki, and 
soon our server was offering us a sec- 
ond helping of pitas. 

Though another glass of wine and 
a few more minutes in Tazza’s relax- 
ing dining room would have been 
perfect, the second round of pitas left 
us stuffed, and since we both had 
some last-minute Christmas shopping 
to take care of, we decided to hit the 
road in search of some last-minute 
shopping bargains. I stopped at the 
front to pay the bill—a meager $29 for 
all the goodies including the wine. 
Looking over their small display of 
retail items, I decided to take a platter 
of sticky sweet baklava with me as a 
Christmas treat. At $20 for a tray of 20 
pieces, it was a big fat Greek bargain. 

On the way out I took the time to 
really admire the beauty of the 
Lemarchand Mansion. It was, 100 
years ago, one of the city’s most 
memorable buildings, and it’s still as 
imposing as ever. What a great loca- 
tion for a classic café with great 
food and warm service reminiscent 
of the era when such a landmark 
was erected. v 
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99 ways to make bad wine 
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1006 NO 99 WAYNE GRETZKY ESTATE: 
Tat CaO 7 


2006 NO 99 WAYNE GRETZKY ESTATES 
18 


\'m awfully skeptical of the number of 
celebrities who are attaching their names 
to wine releases lately. With everyone 
from golfer Mike Weir to ‘70s starlet 
Olivia Newton John slapping their names 
on glass bottles, it seems like wine is just 
another method for these people to make 
even more money off their notoriety. Even 
a consistent producer who makes won- 
derful juice in Australia, Greg Norman, 
has stumbled since embarking on a Cali- 
fornian project. 

My greatest beef, though, is with 
Wayne Gretzky. He'll seemingly use his 
good name to endorse just about any- 
thing up here in Canada, from Ford trucks 
to his clothing line, trusting the fond 
memories we Canadians have of him to 


cooler on. Monday, and 
to brush up on your 
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line his pockets before he can head back 
down to Arizona. Really, what's next? 
Gretzky-brand feminine hygiene products? 

My misgivings about his shilling aside, 
| was prepared to enjoy his wines—just 
because we see his smiling face in a lot 
of commercials doesn’t mean that Gretzky 
isn't a Norman-style celebrity endorser, 
and wouldn't put the wine first. But, alas, 
the most important item in or on this bot- 
tle is the embossed 99 on the label. 
(Though it's worth pointing out that this 
wine is currently made at Creekside Win- 
ery in Niagara, who also make Mike 
Weir's wine.) 

The 2006 No 99 Wayne Gretzky 
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- can hold your own in the discussion. Dish 
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Estates Unoaked Chardonnay showed 
a light gold hue and emitted a crisp nose 
with little evidence of fruit. With my first 
sip, | found it a bit tart at the front of the 
palate, evolving to offer just a hint of fruit 
at the middle of the palate. Overall, this 
Was a watery, limp and uninteresting 
wine. 

The 2006 No 99 Wayne Gretzky 
Merlot wasn’t much better. This cherry 
red wine emitted a consistent nose with- 
out excess. There was very little tannin or 
fruit in the smell. As | took my first couple 
mouthfuls, | found that the reasonable 
texture of the wine offered little fruit and 
didn’t hold my interest through the evolu- 
tion of the taste. It gave up way too 
quickly and lacked overall strength on 
consistency. 

| really have no problem with people 
who have achieved fame in other walks 
of life making and endorsing wine. All |\— 
and, frankly, all wine drinkers should— 
ask is that the first concern be placed on 
producing a really good wine. A distant 
second should be the fancy label and 
entirely too-self-gratifying website 
Wayne, focus on the wine and maybe, 
just maybe, I'll give it another try. 

In the mean time, though, my roof 
needs replacing: are your Wayne Gretzky- 
brand roof shingles ready yet? w 


4thandvine.ca 
centuryhospitality.com (Century Grill, 


~ Delux and Lux) 


lf you do nothing else, however, keep 
an eye on slowfoodedmonton.ca for the 
latest locally sourced foodie news. The 
Movement is a robust, active movement 


_ that protects taste, culture and the envi- 


ronment as universal social values. 
Check it out and sign up now. w 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary 
happenings around town. Got an event, 
an announcement or some substantiated 
gossip? Email dish@vueweekly.com or 
fax 426.2889. 
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JOEL SEMCHUK / joel@vueweskly.com 
fA‘ Grant MacEwan’s Acupunc- 
. “Program, a hybrid med- 
éi il treatment is practised by a 
range of students and instructors. 
Here, traditional Chinese medicine 
and Western medicine are studied 
with equal vigor, and then applied 
together in the art of acupuncture. 
Graduates are schooled in western 
medicine in order to consider ele- 
ments like prescriptions and symp- 
toms. Then, if they deem it 
appropriate for the patient in ques- 
tion, these graduates can offer 
acupuncture as a sound, reliable and 
educationally backed holistic alterna- 
tive treatment. 

For the actual classwork, students 
insert sterile, disposable needles into 
either each others’ bodes, or the 
backs of paying customers. “On any 
given day we can have up to eight 
patients,” explains a beaming Gord 
Grant, a third-year student. “We learn 
about something, and at the same 
time we see it at the clinic, {so it’s] a 
great opportunity to bring them 
together.” : 

It's a professional set-up, with 
patients enjoying privacy in cur- 
tained-off areas. Older students have 
room to work alone for some aspects 
of the treatment, while neophytes 
work under the close supervision of a 
clinician. “We use traditional tech- 
niques and modern techniques,” 
explains Grant; while they work with 
needles the students are considering 
the effects in terms of Western medi- 
cine as well. 

Due to the nature of acupuncture 
itself, hands-on experience is neces- 
Sary to study and learn it. However, 
the book work for the program is 
where the fusion of medical cultures 
occurs: Grant outlines a curriculum 
that covers all aspects of acupuncture 
while also incorporating a significant 
body of Western medicine. “On one 
hand we need to know pharmacology, 
macro biology, all these things,” Grant 
explains. Once again, a necessity to 
knowing acupuncture: Grant points 
out that professional acupuncturists 
need to be able to talk to other doc- 
tors and consider all of a patient's ail- 
ments. A working knowledge of 
prescriptions is only one aspect of 
Western medicine an acupuncturist 
would need to have. “We're probably 
... trained as thoroughly as nurses, We 
don’t have the practical and procedur- 
al skills they do, but [we are taught] a 
similar microbiology and physiology 
understanding.” 


GRANT'S HISTORY is in pathology 
research with a resume spanning the 
hard sciences. He’s adding to this 
experience with some of the broader 
concepts of Chinese medicine that 
incorporate the emotional, spiritual 
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and physical world all at once. “The 
Chinese discovered that needles in the 
body can cause pain relief,” Grant 
says, and since all graduates of this 
class will be conversant in Western 
medicine, acupuncture will become 
another viable option in terms of pro- 
fessional holistic treatments. 
Acupuncture is, however, only one 
option in a field of Chinese treatments. 

“Acupuncture is only one branch 
and it’s not even the main branch of 
Chinese medicine,” says Marc Raed- 
schelders, Chair of the Acupuncture 
Program, Faculty of Health and Com- 
munity Studies. With a degree in 
physical therapy, Raedschelders stud- 
ied Chinese medicine all over Europe 
and China. “Herbology is probably a 
more important branch of Chinese 
medicine," Raedschelders, whose 
office has a tall shelf of dried herbs 
with exotic names like ricepepper 
pith, cory seed and omphalia, says. He 
explains how Chinese medicine is a 
combination of separate wholes, and 


that he started the acupuncture pro- 
gram nine years ago in an effort to 
offer education that properly covered 
the necessary terms of both Western 
and Chinese medicine in order to 
incorporate acupuncture as a legiti- 
mate medical option. 

Raedschelders is now working at 
expanding Chinese medicine's influ- 
ence here in the west. 

“(The program] is gaining populari- 
ty—there’s an increased demand for 
going to the clinic,” Raedschelders 
explains. He plans on organizing 
already existing sections of traditional 
Chinese medicine with the hopes of 
one day granting degrees. “It should 
be that an acupuncturist is an actual 
medical doctor,” Raedschelders 
insists. With his efforts there's a good 
chance Grant MacEwan will be the 
first institution in Canada to offer 
such a certification. 


AMY WONG is a third-year student at 
Grant MacEwan’s Acupuncture Pro- 
gram. She plans on working in the 
field when she graduates. “[I’ve] 
always been interested in how it 
works,” Wong explains. “When I was 
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a kid 1 saw my Mom hooked up to 
electricity and it always helped her.” 

Like Grant and many others in the 
program, Wong's background is 
extensively in the hard sciences, 
although Grant mentioned that there 
are some students with backgrounds 
in the arts and humanities. Wong says 
she’s enjoying the program, particu- 
larly Grant MacEwan’‘s small class 
sizes and how “it seems like the 
instructors are way nicer ... it’s easier 
to learn.” 

Raedschelders also stresses the 
program's small class sizes, and 
proudly notes that even though the 
program's popularity has brought 
more students, “we try to keep the 
amount limited to provide as good 
instruction as possible and have a low 
student/instructor ratio." The number 
of students sits between 20 and 30 a 
year. It’s a three-year program, and 
applicants must have two years of 
post-secondary education,-The 
increased time and complication of 
this situation seems appropriate for 
studies in medicine, and I'm assured 
of a very high employability rate for 
graduates, who Raedschelders says 


are in high demand. 

However, combined knowledge of 
holistic and Western medicine is a big 
reward for five years of school. “Our 
job is to make someone feel relaxed,” 
Grant explains. He certainly did this 
when he ‘needled’ (a program buzz 
word) my back. The procedure was 
meant to circulate energy and balance 
my back, and it happened after I com- 
pleted a questionnaire that covered a 
very broad range of medical ques- 
tions. It didn’t hurt, it took only a few 
minutes, and when it was over it felt 
as though | had spent a lot of time 
stretching my back. 

With the baby boomers aging and 
the medical system understaffed and 
overworked, alternative options for 
medical treatment are an increasingly 
appreciated reality in the modern 
world. The results of Raedschelders 
efforts are now enjoyed by thousands 
of North Americans who seek treat- 
ment from graduates of the Acupunc- 
ture Program. With Grant MacEwan 
setting suicha‘precedent, we can only 
hope for more institutionalized, legiti- 
mate holistic medical treatments in 
the future. v 
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U of A, MacEwan centres help Aboriginal post-secondary students 


MURRAY SINCLAIR / murray @veewestly.com 
amie Sanderson grew up mostly in 
Edmonton, and Anita Lafferty 
comes from the small Northwest 
tories town of Hay River, but both 
native students say similar things 
about having an aboriginal centre on 
their campuses. 

“The atmosphere here is nice being 
around other aboriginal people,” said 
Lafferty, while studying at the Aborigi- 
nal Education Centre in MacEwan 
College's city centre campus. 

“It helps a lot being with people 
who are the same as you,” said 
Sanderson, also reviewing her notes 
at the University of Alberta’s Aborigi- 
nal Student Services Centre. 

“They've been through the same 
stuff, and you find out you're not the 
only one.” ; 

That sense of creating a place to 
make aboriginal students, who have 
often never met each other before, 
feel at home inspires both centres. 

MacEwan’s centre “acts as a little 
community of its own,” said its manag- 
er Eva Stang, noting how it brings 
together students from all over, whether 
they are First Nation, Metis, or Inuit. 

“We try to foster a sense of commu- 
nity in the university,” added Duane 
Linklater, the U of A centre’s student 
advisor. 

Both centres even have their own 
publications, called Moose Tracks at 
the university and Tipi Talk at the col- 


lege. 
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Roughly 1 000 students have self- 
identified as aboriginals on the U of A 
application form’s optional demo- 
graphic questionnaire, which is also 
on MacEwan’s form. 

Depending on time of the school 
year, various numbers use the univer- 
sity centre, but Linklater said native 
enrollment in post-secondary educa- 
tion has generally “risen steadily and 
consistently” in the last 15 years. 

There are about 400 aboriginal stu- 
dents at MacEwan’s four campuses, 
including about 50 who use the city 
centre facility where Stang is head- 
quartered, but she notes that not all 
natives self-identify. 

The manager estimates about half 
of her students grew up in urban cen- 
tres, with the remaining rural aborigi- 
nals coming from on and off reserves. 

“For some, it’s a cultural shock 
coming to the city,” said Stang, citing 
a new world of understanding bus 
schedules and coming up with dam- 
age deposits. 

Linklater spoke of his “overwhelm- 
ing experience” meeting the urban 
pace a decade ago when he went to 
the University of Toronto from his 
Moose Factory, Ontario home, where 


he was used to taking things slower. 

The U of T’s aboriginal centre gave 
him a place to socialize with similar 
students, and helped him manage his 
time and meet deadlines, teaching 
tips on paying rent and shopping for 
food. 


“All students deal with those 
things, but there’s a challenge First 
Nations people have, being from their 
families and homes,” said the advisor. 
“They're leaving that support group, 
especially coming from the reserves, 
where all their family is.” 

Students who speak English but 
who grew up conversing in an aborig- 
inal language can also face difficulty 
expressing their ideas on campus, 
such‘as in a term paper. 

“It’s like thinking in two different 
worlds,” said Stang, herself a Cree 


speaker. 
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LINKLATER ESTIMATES the same equal 
urban-rural split among aboriginal 
students exists at the U of A, but 
notes that the students come from 
across Canada and other countries. 

While some aboriginals have lived 
in cities for three generations, he said 
university remains “kind of a chal- 
lenge,” as their lack of knowledge 
about some “basic things” of post- 
secondary teaching makes them 
uncomfortable. 

The centre coordinates a university 
access program for aboriginal stu- 
dents who, for whatever reason, may 
not be ready to enter a faculty like 
arts, engineering or business through 
the regular admissions route. 

“This is not an upgrading program, 
but a full-time University of Alberta 
program in the Faculty of Open Stud- 


ies,” reads the centre’s website,_..--" ~~ 

Linklater said students in this help- 
ful program, which had 24 partici- 
pants this year, form an informal 
support group. 

MacEwan’s centre works with guid- 
ance counsellors in aboriginal com- 
munities, and brings in junior and 
senior high school students for cam- 
pus tours, which work better than 
sending information pamphlets. 

“We are a very visual people,” said 
Stang, noting the value of having young 
Aboriginals see the college first hand. 

Linklater noted the importance of 
his centre inviting in students from 
Edmonton's Amiskwaciy Academy 
Native high school, so they could 
observe a university classroom and 
talk to other aboriginal students. 

As well as informing about aborigi- 
nal scholarships, the U of A’s centre 
has its own bursaries to help students. 

The university has a native studies 
faculty with its own bachelors’ 
degrees in arts and science, and there 
are other aboriginal-focused pro- 
grams in law and education. 

But Linklater said there's “a huge 
range” of what aboriginal students are 
taking, recalling those in education, fine 
arts, medicine, nursing, and pharmacy. 

At MacEwan, Stang has noted that 
tural aboriginals tend to take the col- 
lege’s native programs, like aboriginal 
policing, while those on the urban 
side take more varied programs, like 
political science and early childhood 
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NATIVE STUDENT AGE aiso varies from 
18 to 54, with the average age being 
22, but she said one commonality is 
that 80 per cent have children. 

Linklater notices a similar situation 
among the U of A’s native students, 
and despite how hard it can be jug- 
gling parenting and school, he said 
they “use children as a motivation” to 
graduate and do well. 

"They see a positive future for 
themselves,” the advisor said. 

As well as providing multi-bedroom 
homes for single students, his centre 
has two townhouses for families among 
its secured residences for aboriginals. 

MacEwan’s aboriginal centre can 
help students find day care and apart- 
ments that take children, and also 
provide a quiet place for them to fin- 
ish their schoolwork before going 
home to kids and other distractions. 

First-year student Sanderson, who 
will be taking native studies and edu- 
cation, said the university centre is a 
good place to study, and cites other 
amenities like free printing. 

Most of the students using the col- 
lege’s centre don’t have personal 
computers, Stang said, so they can 
also use its computer workstations. 

Her centre plans to remove the 
“Education” from its official name, as 
it offers no courses, but it does pro- 
vide career and academic advising. 

Staff can help with scholarship, 
bursary, award, and grant applica- 
tions, and the centre has phone and 
fax services for students to talk to 
their funding sponsors. 

These include First Nation bands, 
which receive a lump sum payment 
from the federal government to pay 
for their members’ education, and 
decide what and how much to give 
their students for housing, tuition, 
and textbooks. 

Native students have to apply for 
the funding, and can be put on long 
waiting lists, while those who are suc- 
cessful have to keep their marks up to 
maintain their funding. 

“It's a myth that aboriginal people 
get free education,” said Stang, who 
hears that idea murmured from stu- 
dents walking past the centre. 

Linklater said the misconception 
should be dispelled to non-aboriginal 
students, and noted how educational 
funding was part of the treaties that 
bands signed, as the native leadership 
then saw teaching as valuable. 

He said some students want to 
repay their bands by coming back and 
working on their reserves, which for 
them is “a very special thing, as they 
feel they've achieved something sig- 
nificant and want to share their skills. 

“A lot of people think First Nations 
people get a free ride when they come 
to university,” the advisor added. “Noth- 
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ing could be further from the truth.” 

Discrimination exists everywhere, 
said Linklater, adding that some 
native students going through univer- 
sity “might encounter certain perspec- 
tives [of] prejudice and ignorance.” 

"This is why we're here as well,” he 
said, noting the centre's advocacy and 
support mandate. 

But Linklater said many students 
and staff are progressive, intelligent, 
and open-minded, and he lauded pro- 
fessors who “show class and profes- 
sionalism” when misguided 
Statements about natives come up in 
the classroom. 


THE COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY centres 
provide more than just academic- 
related advice, with the help of Cree 
elder Jerry Wood, who visits the cam- 
puses during various set times. 

“The students requested that they'd 
like to an elder here for their support,” 
said Linklater. 

“Some students feel better talking 
to an elder,” added Stang, noting how 
“well-respected” seniors are in the 
native community. 

“Sometimes urban aboriginals are 
not familiar with their culture. It’s 
our responsibility that the culture is 
provided.” 

Stang said learning about cere- 
monies like picking sweet grass can 
leave Aboriginals with a better self- 
esteem, and help clear up confusing 
societal stereotypes about the native 
existence and history. 

This teaching is extended campus- 
wide during cultural days, with one 
coming on Feb 29, while the U of A 
Aboriginal speaker series is also open 
to all, with Wood speaking at the next 
event Jan 29. 

“It’s important to make our pres- 
ence known,” said Linklater. 

MacEwan’s Aboriginal Students 
Club puts on its own cultural events, 
like an annual round dance and shar- 
ing circles for students to talk about 
their experiences, and the club also 
has an Aboriginal speakers’ series. 

The club holds annual elections, 
and in line with traditional native 
practices, it works as a consensus- 
driven collective, a format that Stang 
said “teaches respect and honour.” 

But it’s not all serious at the col- 
lege’s club, which runs movie and fam- 
ily nights, or some “social activity other 
than hitting the books,” said Stang. 

Lafferty enjoyed helping organize 
cultural events last year, and said she 
has learned a lot about other native 
cultures outside of her northern Dene 
traditions. 

The centre has been very helpful 
providing everything from news on 
community events to scholarships to 
providing a place to relax, she said, 
pointing to a corner couch. w 
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Chatmates program 
all chat and no work 


MURRAY SINCLAIR / murray@vueweekly.com 
Ithough Chatmates is a formal 
Aves offered through 
MacEwan college, participant 
Tim Balomben says there's really no 
work involved. 

“All you're doing is talking,” he 
said. “It’s like making a new friend. 
This is an absolute blast.” 

The program, coordinated by 
MacEwan’s English as a second lan- 
guage department, has volunteers 
and ESL students paired up with one 
another during the fall, winter and 
summer college sessions. 

Each Chatmates volunteer meets 
their partnered student for up to two 
hours weekly, over 10 weeks, to help 
them improve their English conversa- 
tional skills outside of the classroom. 

Two MacEwan ESL teachers started 
the free-of-charge Chatmates five 
years ago, after they learned at a 
teachers’ conference of a similar pro- 
gram in place at other schools. 

The college's ESL classes, offered 
at several levels and centred in the 
Alberta College campus, already 
touch on writing, reading, listening 
and speaking in English. 

But “many people [in ESL] feel 
they'd like to have extra practice,” 
said Birgitta Fishwick, an ESL instruc- 
tor and Chatmates coordinator. 

MacEwan’'s ESL students are most- 
ly immigrants or international schol- 
ars, although some are in Canada 
temporarily, and others come from 
French-speaking parts of the country. 

Chatmates allows the students to 
listen to how “real-life natural speak- 
ers speak” English, Balomben said, 
and they learn about local and Cana- 
dian culture in the process. 

Volunteers should be fluent English 
speakers, say the organizers, and they 
should enjoy exchanging information 
with and learning things from people 
from other countries. 


THIS TWO-WAY DIALOGUE happened 
with Columbian immigrant Luz Daris 
Triuino, who has advised her partner 
about his planned travels through 
South America, and taught him some 
key Spanish phrases. 

"It/s a nice program to meet other 
people and talk about different top- 
ics,” she said. 

Volunteer Ryan Burke-Marcovici, 
an upgrade student at the campus, 
has had insightful conversations with 
his partner, Japanese international 
student Miho Hosoya. 
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They have contrasted the differ- 
ences between their two countries, 
discussing issues like the significance 
of social status, which has provided 
valuable lessons for Burke-Marcovi- 
ci’s planned return trip to Japan. 

Angela Currie experienced the cul- 
ture clash when she took her partner, 
Japanese international student Minori 
Hayashi, to the bowling alley. The 
upgrade-student volunteer ordered a 
root beer, which confused her guest, 
as she thought it was alcoholic beer. 

Currie, who calls the program “easy 
and fun,” has overcome language bar- 
riers by slowing her speaking speed, 
and rephrasing with more common 
words to explain things. 

Chatmates provides its volunteers a 
list of suggested common questions 
that participants can ask to help kick- 
start the conversations, noted Fishwick. 


THE ORGANIZERS SAY there haven't 


been any problems with volunteers 
from a campus environment speaking 
overly academic language. Balomben 
Said most volunteers use normal street 
talk, and meet in a casual atmosphere, 
which tones down the formality. 

“I try to explain English slang,” 
added Burke-Marcovici, who has also 
tried to teach sarcasm to Hosoya, to 
prepare his partner for Canadian life 
outside the classroom. 

The two are both into Japanese pop 
art, which Chatmates second coordina- 
tor Mary Campbell said is in line with 
the program’s goal to match students 
and volunteers with shared interests. 

“Not every match works out per- 
fectly," she added, but the program is 
generally successful. 

Balomben, who still chats with his 
partners after two years, said the pro- 
gram helps ESL students break away 
from just being with other ESL stu- 
dents or their families, with whom 
they often speak their mother tongue. 

While organizers paired 19 stu- 
dents with volunteer last semester, 
the program couldn't find partners for 
another 20 interested students. 

The coordinators said people don’t 
have to be students to volunteer, an 
volunteers who log the time they 
spend conversing with their students 
during the program's required hours 
can get a recognition letter to add to 
their resumés. w 
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KRISTINA DE GUZMAN / kristina @vweweekly.com 


ile the annual national 
video competition, Racism. 
Stop It!, works to address 


the issue of racism and promote anti- 
racism to today's youth, schools and 
organizations are working towards 
eliminating racism in their own ways. 

In 2005, Alberta Education intro- 
duced a new program of studies into 
the social studies curriculum, where 
multiple perspectives began to play a 
major role in helping students to 
develop critical thinking skills. 

“When talking about racism, you 
can't just tell kids that racism is bad,” 
says K-12 social studies program 
manager Cheryl Przybilla. “They'll 
hear that and say, ‘Okay!"” 

Przybilla believes that anti-racism 
education should take a preventative 
approach where the root causes of 
racism are addressed by giving stu- 
dents a broader understanding of 
other cultures and their contributions 
to Canada. 

“It is essential that we recognize in 
our program of studies the pluralistic 
nature of our democratic society,” 
says Przybilla. “We're encouraging 
students to be informed about differ- 
ent groups because as soon as you 
inform them and they understand, 
you erase the fear, because a lot of 
the time racism comes from that fear 
of not knowing and that lack of 
understanding.” 


A GREATER EMPHASIS has also been 
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placed on including Aboriginal and 
Francophone perspectives. Przybilla 
says that key stakeholders from those 
communities were active participants 
during the development of the new 
program to ensure that the material 
being taught at each grade level con- 
tained significant and meaningful 
views from their respective cultures. 

In addition to learning about the 
Aboriginal and Francophone perspec- 
tives, students are being encouraged 
to explore their own cultural identity 
and how Canada’s cultural fabric has 
changed over the years. This might 
mean discussing how stories from 
Chinese and black immigrants regard- 
ing the Underground Railroad or 
those of Indian or Polish immigrants 
contribute to the understanding of the 
presence of such cultural groups in 
Canada. 

“Our attitudes have the power to be 
productive or destructive—and we 
can look back at our history to see 
how this has impacted our society in 
very meaningful ways,” says Przybilla. 


IN THE SAME YEAR that Alberta Educa- 
tion introduced its new program of 
studies, the youth-oriented program 
Peace Ambassadors Initiative was 
born as a program of the Northern 
Alberta Alliance on Race Relations, an 
organization which strives to end 


racism and increase the understanding 
between cultures through various 
avenues, including education. The pro- 
gram was a re-manifestation of anoth- 
er program, the Youth Anti-Racism 
Project, that was started in 2003 in 
response to the discrimination being 
felt by Arabs living in North America 
after the events of Sep 11, 2001. 

PAI’s Youth Coordinator Oliver 
Kamau wanted to stop dancing 
around the issue of racism and dis- 
crimination like many approaches he 
saw had been doing and “put the 
stink back in racism.” Even with 
Youth Anti-Racism Project, he had 
experienced problems just trying to 
convince the higher-ups to discuss 
the topic of racism in schools—prob- 
lems that forced the program to 
change its name. 

“There was some resistance to the 
name ‘Anti-Racism’ because it suggest- 
ed that [PAI] was doing presentations 
because schools or clients were per- 
ceived as racist—so we decided to go 
for a neutral term,” explains Kamau. 

He has been openly critical of how 
racism has been addressed in the 
social studies curriculum since PAI 
began. He feels that racism is a prob- 
lem that should be dealt with directly 
rather than through ideas of multicul- 
turalism and diversity. 

“People are comfortable talking 
about multiculturalism and bilingual- 
ism because they don’t feel guilty talk- 
ing about that. They're positive things. 
But with anti-racism, no one wants to 
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talk about that. They don’t want it to 
be the dominant conversation.” 

While Kamau feels the new pro- 
gram of studies in the social studies 
curriculum is a step in the right direc- 
tion, he feels that there is still a long 
way to go. Besides the Aboriginal and 
French perspectives that have been 
introduced, he would like to see a far 
greater exploration of other perspec- 
tives such as the Chinese, Ukrainian 
and black perspectives. 

“When do you start questioning 
these other perspectives of particular 
communities that have made a lot of 
contributions to Canadian society but 
you don’t hear anything about them,” 
Kamau ponders. “And if you hear 
something, it’s in a footnote.” 


DESPITE HIS CRITICISMS of how 


schools have approached anti-racism 
education, Kamau discovered that the 
best way for a program like PAI to get 
into schools was to work with teach- 
ers and administrators and tailor pre- 
sentations to fit with the school 
curriculum. 

Presentations have been given to 
10 000 people across Alberta since 
PAI’s inception. The program relies 
heavily on interactive activities and 
participatory dramas to help students 
become actively involved, Such activi- 
ties go as far as putting students in a 
position of oppression or discrimina- 
tion. This might include taking a 
group of students and treating them 
in different ways by ignoring, putting 
down or praising them excessively as 
they perform certain tasks for 10 min- 
utes. After the activity is done, stu- 
dents are asked to reflect on and 
discuss their experiences and how 
they dealt with their particular situa- 
tions—whether they challenged their 
oppressed situations or in the case of 
those who are treated well, whether 
they challenged what they witness 
happening to their classmates. 

“Most of the time, the answer is 
‘no’ from all three parties,” observes 
Kamau. “The reason is fear. They are 
afraid of disrupting or offending the 
guest speaker because he or she has 
powers of some sort. If the ‘speaker’ 
was just an ordinary Joe or Mary who 
walked into the classroom and treat- 
ed them this way, [the students] 
would surely run him or her out of the 
class. Kids are able to talk about 
power in this respect.” 

Performing such activities has had 
negative consequences. Frustrated 
with their “situation,” there have been 
occasions where people have walked 
out during presentations. Kamau, 
however, welcomes such reactions 
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- Peace Ambassadors Initiative aims to ‘put the stink back in racism’ 


and sees them as political statements. 

“To me, [people who leave are] say- 
ing, ‘I'm not willing to put up with this 
kind of behaviour and therefore, I'll 
remove myself from this situation,’” 
explains Kamau. “But there is the 
other side of that because once you 
walk away and you are leaving the 
oppressor or the system intact, you 
are not changing the situation. Our 
hope is—when we're doing these 
kinds of activities—the folks who 
walk away will come back to chal- 
lenge the people who were [treating 
them unfairly]. That's the kind of thing 
you are able to do [with these presen- 
tations]—to see, to observe, to 
become critical, and to become 
proactive. 

Earlier this year, PAI won the Cana- 
dian Mental Health School Award, 
attaching a different kind of signifi- 
cance to the program. 

“The whole concept of mental 
health opens up a huge space for 
[PAT] in saying that racism has materi- 
al consequences that may be mani- 
fested in insecurities, job loss, 
violence, and issues related to 
health—stress, depression, and feel- 
ings of suicide,” says Kamau. 

The 2006 Canadian Census revealed 
that the proportion of the country’s 
population that had been bom outside 
of Canada had reached its highest 
point in 75 years. Currently, nearly 20 
per cent of people living in Canada are 
foreign-born. With increased immigra- 
tion comes the increased possibility of 
hate crimes. In 2001 and 2002, a pilot 
study conducted by 12 major police 
forces in Canada including Edmonton, 
Calgary, Toronto, and Montreal 
revealed that of the 928 hate crimes 
reported, 57 per cent were 
racially/ethnically motivated. 

PAI is not only concerned with pre- 
venting racial discrimination in terms 
of hate crimes but also of future gov- 
ernment policies. 

“The reason why we need to educate 
the youth [about racism] is because in 
10 years time, they'll be in positions of 
power and you don’t want ignorant 
people to be in positions of power 
because they are going to be imple- 
menting policies,” explains Kamau. “In 
the future, given that you have a 
remarkable different kind of ‘ethnos- 
phere,’ those youth had better know 
how to navigate all these differences 
because unless they do that, we'll keep 
reproducing the same kind of system. 
The problem we have now is that the 
people who are in positions of power 
are close-minded and they come from 
schools of thought that reflect that kind 
of close-mindedness.” w. 
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of it.” 
“OK.” He shuts the hatch. “Have a 

good trip.” 

~~As we drive off, we look at each 

other. Cool. This will be a great trip. 
Nine hours later, we roll up to the 

deserted doors of Big Sky’s Huntley 


\ The next morning, half groggy from 
Our kamikaze run to southern Mon- 
- tana, we skied Moonlight Basin. 

The simplest description of the Moon- 
light Basin—for the people and for the 
few. Conservation lots—160 acres with a 
five acre building/development enve- 
lope—sell for $7.5 to $60 million. At the 
Same time, every student in five counties 
with a 3.0 grade point receives a free 
= Season pass. Free. Walk in with your 
grades, walk out with a pass. Drop your 

“Saab lo; ts, dés, lose your pass. 

and laptops—a aftérfours- = ~_ Following Greg Pace into the trees, he 
border=Always a.ques- éffortlessly on teles popping a little 
~drop. Cautiously, | moved to skier’s left 
: toward a throat breaking the band. Not 

kiing. Moonlight Basin. Big sky. .. seeing the bottom, I decided to sideslip 
Bowl. Discavery Basin. Anda~ through. No go: At 198, my skis were 
ays at Whitefish.” longer than:the gap was wide. Swinging 
air’of a retired farmer, he _ around, | dropped through. 
al quizzically. He opens Moonlight Basin. Drops. Chutes. 

this eS ~~ Trees. Steeps and not so steeps. 


Riding up the Headwaters chair at 
Moonlight, the sléeps didn’t look so bad. 
‘That.was until T realized that Id have.to 

* “walk the steep traverse, while my bwo- 
~ planked ete. glided easily. oe 
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and around a bend in the rock..Digging 
my board into the snow for a modicum 
of support, I inched along. 

Just around the corner, I told myself: 
When I rounded the bend, however, I 
found that everyone was still 50 metres 
away. Snow swirled strongly in my line 
of vision, taking my love of a mountain 
vista away with my breath. 

“Okay, Poopy Pants,” my sarcastic side 
said, “you've reached everybody. Now 
what? How do you propose to put your 
board on? It’s not like you can sit here on 
this 45-degree slope.” 

Not for the faint-of-heart, Moonlight 

“boasts some incredible access to its 


extreme side, The hill doés Whatit ean to 
weed out those who shouldn’t ever find 
themSelves on its sleeps: the Headwaters 


chair is a bit of a hike up from where Six- ~ 


Shooter lets off, and a sign below warns 
that what lies above is expert terrain only. 
There's no escape on any sleepy green 
runs should you change your mind. 

While I certainly wanted to change 
mine, I also knew that I could get down 
pretty much anything. Alpen Gulch was 
blessedly snow covered, and I managed 
my way down, with every last muscle in 


my body engaged. 
CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 
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As the tram docked at the top, a 
squall hit. Visibility dropped to metres. 
I hesitated. He assured me, once 
through the fences, great stuff. 

In 200 metres, we made three 
turns. We goat walked (carefully 
walking though talus with skis on) 
and traversed small patches of snow 
to more goat walking. Finally reach- 
ing the couloir, I looked at 460-verti- 
cal metres of 40-degree-plus slope 
dropping below my boots, broken in a 
couple hundred metres by a rock 
band with a snow throat in the mid- 
dle. Just above the band, a rock 
caught my ski, stopping it. I pitched 
forward. Trying to arrest, I accelerated 
headfirst toward the rock band. 
Rolling on my back, pulling my arms 
in, | hoped for a gentle landing. A lit- 
tle air off the rocks, then back on the 
snow | start self-arresting and swing- 
ing my feet around. | stop. 

Dax stands above me stunned. 
“Keith, you OK?” 

Doing the inventory. “Yeah. Give 
me a minute.” 

“Shit, I've been taking you guys out 
for 10 years and thought I killed my 
first journalist.” 

We skied down. Great. Just a rough 
start. 


The Raw 
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/ertical Drop 1265 metres 


Uphill capacity: 3400/hr 

Annual visits: 80 000 

Lift ticket: $51 

Moonlight/Big Sky Combo Pass: $89 
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eet. Un the moun 


Best Deal: Always 
Cowboy Cabins are sv 


tain, just above the lodge, two bed 
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Discovery Basin 
Acreage: 2100 

Vertical Drop: 509 

Lifts: 6 

Uphill capacity: 7300/hr 
Annual visits: 60 000 


Lift ticket: $32 


Best Deal: Marcus Daly Motel car 
beat. Mid-week, $95 a night for a very 
ind two tickets 


After a good night's sleep, Big Sky 1.877.822.0430 
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t of our first day on the hill 
sy in comparison—even the 
ullies and winding tree runs— 

oth of us fell in love with what 
ht had to offe 

hewever, how wed be able to 

over the next few 

getting more than five 


y-five years ago, Chet Huntley 
quit the New York network news cir- 


cus at the top to found Big Sky. Ina 
manner no modern lodge touches, the 
Huntley Lodge provides comfortable 
classic service 

Walk out the door and skate to the 
lift. And the skiing is out of this world 
We skied the vast lower mountain 
and then headed up the tram mid- 
afternoon. The tram holds 15 people, 
about the size of a “powder room,” 
which is appropriate. Point to point, 
with no intermediate towers, the last 
12 or 15 metres rumbles up only 
metres away from a snow- and rime- 
covered rock face 

Dax commented, “It’s a bit bony. 
We'll have to do a little goat walking.” 


called me, and I was ready to hit the 
slopes for another day. 

“Keith, come on!” I whined. “It’s after 
Jor” 

I was anxious to check out the other 
side of the mountain. Big Sky had plans 
for me, though, and after my first run, I 
knew that I wouldn't be trying out any 
double-blacks. We travelled all over the 
mountain and down the Congo—a 
wonderfully treed run off of Africa—but 
my rubbery legs rebelled, even though 
the snow was forgiving. I declined a trip 
up Lone Peak tram, giving me time to 
explore more of the mountain while 
Keith tried out his revamped heart. 

I took in the scenery of Flat Iron 
Mountain, where I found some heavy 
powder turns, I was thankful that I'd 
made the choice I did. It was a wonder- 
ful way to cap the two days at Big Sky 
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Big Sky 

Acreage: 3812 

Vertical Drop: 1325 

Lifts: 20 

Uphill capacity: 23 000/hr 

Annual visits: around 300 000 

Lift ticket: $75 

Moonlight/Big Sky Combo Pass: $89 
Best Deal: The Huntley Lodge. Don't 
miss It 


1.800 548.4486 
bigskyresort.com 


Bridger Bowl 
Acreage’ 2000 

Vertical Drop: 609 

Lifts: 7 

Uphill capacity: 7300/hr 
Annual visits: 175 000 


1.406.563.2184 
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Acreage: 3000 

Vertical Drop: 717 

Lifts: 13 

Uphill ¢ 


Annual v 


Best Deal: This one 


for $60 (double occ) or stay in town with 
at the Lodge at Whitefish 
ne of the other places. | know 
I'll be going back to the Lodge. Pretty 


a package 
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Improve your turns with 
proper steering technique 
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Skis (and boards) turn as a result of pres- 
sure. Newton, sitting under the apple 
tree, postulated that for every action 
there is an opposite and equal reaction. 
Elemental physics—if you push against 
your ski, it reacts. Push within the design 
parameters and it turns. Voila! 

Let's step back to a simple way to work 
your skis. Find the sweet spot by creating 
discrete pressure and steering your ski 
through the turn. 

First, start slow. On a moderate 
slope, set up in a wedge and start slid- 
ing straight down the hill. Without mak- 
ing large movements, simply stand on 
one ski or the other, putting pressure on 
it. Push against the front of the boot 
and, at the same time, flex your knee or 
point your knee toward a point four to 
six inches inside the tip of your ski. The 
ski will immediately swing around 
across the fall line. As the ski tip cross- 
es the fall line, still in a wedge, switch 
foot pressure so you create the same 
front-of-the-boot/flexing-the-knee pres- 
sure with the other foot. The other ski 
comes across the fall line. 

Continue down the slope, skiing slowly 
in a wedge and feeling the pressure on 
the front of the boot and the steering 
with the knee. Feel how this allows the 
ski to turn on it's own with a very minimal 
effort. As you alternate foot pressure, 
concentrate on pushing against the front 
of your boot and on pointing the knee 
inside the tip of the ski into the turn. 


AFTER THE MOTIONS become second 
nature, step back and think about what 
happens when you initiate these two 
actions. By pushing on the front of your 
boot, you are forced to remain standing 
on the ball of your foot. All athletic action 
starts from the ball of your foot. You 
stand on the ball of your foot ready to go. 

Secondly, by pushing your knee into 
the center of the turn, you set the ski at 
an angle to the snow. The sidecut and the 
flex of the ski tip to tail holds an arc in 
the snow that the ski rides. 

When the action becomes ingrained, 
speed the turns up. Make the turns closer 
together and in a quicker rhythm. As you 
pick up the speed, your feet naturally 
move out of a wedge and become paral- 
lel. Keep the pressure on the front of the 
boot and the knee pointing into the turn. 


If you release the pressure on the front 
of your boot, you end up standing on your 
heels and out of balance. The tail of your 
skis will slide out. You'll have to lean for- 
ward and re-assert yourself on the front of 
the boots. You have created an out-of-bal- 
ance recovery out of an in-balance situa- 
tion. The hardest part of the whole exercise 
is to keep the pressure constantly on the 
front of your boots. Not a lot, just enough 
so you can feel the tongue of the boot. 

After, once you are comfortable, take 
off on steeper terrain. You'll find that 
when you are out of balance and feeling 
shaky, you have settled back on your 
heels. On the next turn, pressure the front 
of your boot gently and steer the knee 
into the turn and you'll discover a new 
level of confidence. w 
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Is the monotony of breakneck, death-defying 
riding getting you down? Then try these events 


COLIN WISEMAN / calinw@vueweekly.com 
all know that skiing and 
Weevensre are great ways 
to enjoy the mountains. But 
there are other ways to have fun out 
there as well. And many ski resorts 
offer alternative activities for those of 
you who just can’t get enough on-snow 
excitement from the usual monotony of 
flying down the mountain at breakneck 
speeds. So this winter why not try 
something a little different? 

For those of you itching to experience 
alternative means of sliding down the 
mountain, RCR offers the cardboard box 
derby, set to run Jan 26 at Fernie Alpine 
Resort and Feb 16 at Lake Louise. The 
premise is simple: build a multi-person 
sled out of “cardboard, string, glue and 
tape” and ride it towards a target at the 
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bottom of the bunny hill. With prizes for 
both creativity and durability, this event 
is undoubtedly filled with its fair share 
of crashes and hilarity making it as 
much of an attraction for spectators as 
participants. 

More relaxing events abound at 
resorts across the Pacific Northwest as 
well. Big White offers a multitude of on 
and off snow activities throughout the 
season with fireworks every Saturday 
night and a torch light parade over 
Christmas to complement such 
evening activities as Big White Idol— 
a chance to woo the crowd with your 
karaoke skills and win prizes every 


Wednesday night. 

If Big White Idol isn’t risky enough, 
one need only look as far as Whistler's 
Sunday night Fire and Ice Winter 
Welcome Night where “World-class 
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Rabbit Hl — 184cm base, 78cm new snow. All runs and 
lifts open. 
Sow Valley — 60cm base, no new snow. All runs and lifts 


open. 
Sam Ridge — 60cm base, Gcm new snow. All runs and lifts 


open. 
Edmonton Sic Club — All runs and lifts are open. 


Alberta 


Canada Olympic Park — 100cm base, no new snow. 22’ half 
pipe is now open! 

Castle Mountain — 58-1 60cm base, no new snow. 5 lifts 
and 59 trails open. 

Lake Louise — 105-131cm base, Sem of new snow. All lifts 
and 112 runs open. 

Mannet Basin — 71cm base, no new snow. All lifts and 78 
trails open. 

Mt. Norquay — 50-75cm base, 2cm of new snow. All lifts 
and runs open. Terrain park includes new hits, features and 
rails. 

Nekiske — 50-64cm hase, 4em of new snow. All lifts and 
26 trails open. Monster Carpet is open! 

Sunshine Vilage — 120cm base, 11cm of new snow. All 
lifts and 100 runs open. 
Tewatinaw — 4 lifts and 24 runs open. 


BC. 


Apex — 141cm base, 27cm of new snow. 4 lifts and 35 nuns 
open. 

Big White — 203cm hase, 71cm of new snow. 13 lifts and 
92 runs open. 

Femie — 81-21 1cm base, 23cm of new snow. 9 lifts and 
over 100 runs open. 

Kicking Horse — 134cm base, 8cm of new snow. Heli Sking 
now available! 


Vinbetey— 89-10Zem base, 3om of new snow. 5 lifts and 
75 trails open. 

Mt. Washington — 236cm base, 37¢m of new snow. All (60) 
runs open. Night sking now available! 

Panorama — 65-93cm hase, 4cm of new snow. All lifts and 
117 runs open. 

Powder King — 124-250cm base, 15cm of new snow. 41 ft 
of snow per year! 

Red Mountain — 144cm base, Gcm new snow. All lifts and 
nuns open. Remember that January 4 is Red's ‘Ski For Free’ 


day. 

Revelstoke — 165-175cm hase, 4 lifts and 27 trails open. 
Silver Star — 107-180cm base, 45cm of new snow. 12 lifts 
and 114 nuns open. Terrain Park now open with 12 assorted 
rail/box features! 

Sum Peaks — 125-143cm hase, 4cm of new snow. 12 lifts 
and 122 trails open. 

Whistler/ Blackcomb — 183cm base, 40cm of new snow. 23 
lifts and 126 groomed runs open. 

White Water — 197cm base, 15cm of new snow. 3 lifts and 
11 runs open. 


U.S.A. 


49 Nerth — 147-225cm base, no new snow. 5 lifts and 68 
Tuns open. 

Big Sky — 97-145cm base, Sem of new snow. 

Crystal Mountain — 178cm base. 45 runs, 7 lifts open. 
Great Divide — 51-64cm base. 80 runs open. 

Lookeat Pass — 185-264cm base, Sem new snow. 

Mt. Spokane — 132-196cm base, 13cm of new snow. 5 lifts 
and 45 runs open. 

Schweitzer Mt. — 157-225cm base, 3em of new snow. 8 
lifts and 70 runs open. 

Silver Mt. Resert — 107-218cm base, no new snow. 7 lifts 
and 72 runs open. 

Sun Valley — 61-127cm base, Sem of new snow. 10 lifts 
and 62 runs open. 


All conditions accurate as of Jan. 2, 2008 
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Edmonton, Alberta 
www.TheEasyRider.com 


athletes flip and spin through a burn- 
ing ring of fire during a fireworks dis- 
play right on the mountain.” Sounds 
dangerous? Exactly. Bring the kids, 
they will love it. 

At Mount Baker, there is the annual 
Easter egg hunt, where, just in case 
navigating the trees wasn’t hard 
enough already, ski patrol hides “eggs” 
around the mountain replete with 
prizes. Find the jumbo sized golden 
egg and you've won yourself a sea- 
son’s pass for next year—just don't fall 
in a tree while trying to find it! 

But most of the random ski resort 
fun happens in the spring time. Maybe 
it’s the beer garden weather or the 
lack of fresh snow, but show up on a 
spring weekend at any resort and you 
are likely to find an oddball event of 
some sort going down. 


MORE SERIOUS OUTDOOR enthusiasts 
can participate in multi-sport races like 
Mount Washington's Snow to Surf race, 
a mid-April event in which teams of nine 
athletes compete in an all day multi- 
sport competition. The race starts with 
skiers running uphill to their skis, racing 
down to the Nordic area and handing off 
to a cross country skier for eight kilome- 
tres and a third participant running 14 
kilometres down the mountain. Once off 


out of bounds 


the mountain, there are mountain bike, 
kayak and road bike legs, and, finally, a 
five kilometre canoe sprint to the finish. 
If you can’t make it to Vancouver Island, 
similar races take place in Bellingham, 
Washington and Fernie, BC. 

For sheer spring time debauchery 
you can never go wrong with the 
plethora of festivals that often involve 
pond skimming, beer and music. 
Annual slush cups can be found from 
Killington, Vermont to Kirkwood, 
California, but a personal favorite is 
Sunshine Village’s May long weekend 
Slush Cup. Picture a few thousand ine- 
briated boarders and skiers, a concert 
from BC/DC, a 10-foot drop into a pit 
of icy water, a general disregard for 
the “no snowballs” signs posted 
around the village and streams of 
water pouring down the mountain for 
every gutsy snow slider to skim. The 
result is a lot of laughs, soaking wet 
boots and a great way to finish the 
season—slush rides optional. 

For a more esoteric experience one 
might consider skijouring, an age old 
sport in which skiers strap up to a cou- 
ple dogs and mush their way around 
the backcountry. After all, why skate 
around the cross country track when 
you don’t have to? For a glimpse of 
what skijouring has to offer you need 
only make your way to Steamboat, 
Colorado, from Feb 7 - 11 to witness 
downtown skijouring at it’s finest as 
part of the town’s 94th annual winter 
carnival. Get Rover some exercise 
while you get your shred on. 

If winter is starting to bore you or a 
lack of snow is making downhill 
shredding an icy nightmare consider 
any one of the other ways to enjoy 
yourself on hill. From weekly enter- 
tainment and spectator events to 
multi-sport races, ski resorts have a 
lot more to offer than just lift accessed 
downhill skiing. w 


ski & snowboard 


6604-104 Street 


Edmonton, Alberta 
780.434.3829 
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and Moonlight. 

The 45-minute drive to Bozeman 
winded us through the Gallatin Nation- 
al Forest, past snow-covered mountains 
into the rolling hills of town, While our 
room wasn’t slopeside, its proximity to 
a bustling downtown was a definite 
plus. Christmas lights lined Main Street, 
making for a nice walk after a hot 
shower. Delicious crab cakes and suc- 
culent calamari at the Montana Brew- 
ing Company added much needed 
calories to my body. 


Day Four: 

From Big Sky to Bozeman, a lively 
town of fit adrenaline junkies, home 
of Montana State University and 
Bridger Bowl. Few people know of 
Bridger, but the alumni are renowned. 
Warren Miller used it as a casting 
platform for years. Glenn Plake. Scott 
Schmidt. Doug Coombs. A who’s who 
of ski characters cut their teeth off the 
ridge. 

We skied boundary to boundary, 
then a few runs in the middle. Only 
the lower two-thirds of Bridger is lift 
accessed. You hike the top third, to 
the big stuff. It hadn’t snowed for a 
couple of days, and the couloirs and 
drops off the ridge looked rough. We 
stayed low and lapped the chairs. 
Groomers. Small bumps. Open snow- 
fields dropping below huge cliffs. 

H Tired at the end of the day, we 
headed off into the sunset and Dis- 
covery Basin. 


There had been no flashing blue light 
in Bozeman, so we could be assured 
that Bowl hadn’t seen more than five 
cm. Every time the hill gets more than a 
Skiff of the good stuff, that light is a 
beacon to all the pow-hounds in town, 

Bridger Bowl, one of the US's few 
remaining not-for-profit hills, has a real 
down-home feel. It’s the kind of place 
you can stash your boots and lunch in a 
corner and not worry about it. Or it’s the 
Kind of place where you can buy lunch 
without breaking the bank. It’s big- 
mountain riding without the flash. But 
who needs flash when you can ride for 
$43 dollars a day? The 2000 skiable 
acres have a pretty even spread of begin- 
ner to expert terrain, with another few 
hundred acres opening next season. 
Bridger Bowl can be unforgiving for 
those on snowboards, however. Some of 
the traverses are long, narrow and not 
steep enough to keep momentum going. 

Our Bozeman buddy Mike Harrelson 
was keen to show us some of the hill’s 
steeps, but after two days of pushing 
our limits, we seemed to come to a 
silent consensus that there’d be no hik- 
ing up to the double-blacks. After tour- 
ing the mountain, we took in a simple 
lunch at Deer Park Chalet before head- 
ing out to do laps of Pierre’s Knob lift, 
trying to get in as many runs as we 
could before we had to call it a day. 


Day Five: 

I found Discovery Basin Ski Area 10 
years ago on a wandering winter 
jaunt through Montana. I planned to 
ski one day and spent three. 

The front side offers beginner to 


a 


Our dumps are white and fluffy 


expert terrain. Access to the backside 
lifts has an out-of-bounds style gate 
with a warning. Roughly: “Expert 
skiers only—all conditions and ter- 
rain. Unmarked hazards, cliffs and 
trees. If you fall, you will slide to the 
bottom. If you get injured, you lose lift 
privileges.” 

Five hundred metres as close to 
vertical as you'll find in-bounds in 
North America. 

Get hurt and lose your pass. Now 
that’s rough. That’s Montana. 

And empty. Peter Pitcher, the 
owner, commented “] want empty 
chairs. If it looks like there’s going to 
be a line, we crank up anther chair.” 

Asked about “destination” skiers, 
Peter laughed. “We joke, if we get an 
out-of-state skier, they're lost.” 

Discovery is pure skiing in the 
manner of David McKay Kidd's pure 
golf. And the heritage is parallel. 
Peter’s father taught in Aspen in the 
‘60s. The family left to buy and run 
Santa Fe Ski Bowl. It’s in the blood 

On most runs, we were the only 
skiers/riders. Powder shots all day 
Under the lift, one of the last runs of 
the day, I pulled in powder turns. 

Discovery Basin hooks you. One 
day leads to more. You hate to leave. 
Pure skiing. 


There wasn’t much bounce left in 
our step when we pulled into Anacon- 
da. A six-pack of beer and a sand-blast- 
ing shower at the Marcus Daly Motel 
eased me into a night of hammering 
away at other assignments. With only 
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What wed do different 


No Bonzai road warrior jaunt the first 

to the most distant resort on the list 

ext time, ski down and ski back Take 

yeeks instead of one. Maybe three 

t in shape. Ouch. After a couple 

skiing, the thig! amed and we 

still couldn't stop ourselves from loading 

on the lift. Too much to ski. Too little 
time. (See above) 

In a fit of macho bravado, Keith 
dropped the “rest day” from the tip 
Stupid Keith. Build in a rest day here and 
there. Drop it if you want, but it’s hard to 
slide back in 


ON THE LOONIE IN THE STATES. 


The question of the morning in each 
Canadian 
as in the 


reservations 


reservations 


Big Sky convenience store. “As this a 
Canadian $20 bill?” Looks jclosely at 
both sides and then asks, “Is this Queen 
Elizabeth?” After much consultation with 
the rest of the staff, “No, we can’t take 
this.” Hands it back. Pretty much par for 
the trip. 

The exception is Whitefish where the 
Loonie’s spent like the Buck. No| ques- 
tions and no comments about the Queen. 
Whitefish seems almost home 

The lesson Convert some cash before, 
you go south and use a.credit card or an 
ATM in the States. It's worth noting most 
Canadian ATM cards do not work for ° 
point-of-sale purchases in the States. 
Your Interac card or Credit Union ATM 
card will pull cash out of a machine, but it 
won't pay for gas at the Shell station. w 
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Flat is back so go. set some tracks 


CHRISTIE ScHULIZ / hig iracaii com 
s soon as the snow flies, I 
A counting snowflakes and 
days until I first:strap-on my 
skinny skis and welcome a season of 
nordic skiing. My spouse starts 
counting the number of times | tell 
someone about the delights of enjoy- 
ing winter by skiing in and around 
the city. (I think we both worry that 
I'm starting to sound a bit evangelical 
about the whole thing.) ~ 
This year, after passing on some 


basic information to a colleague 


‘It’s Italian’ 


g/THE SKINNY 


about where to go to try cross-coun- 
try skiing, | received an email from 


-her husband asking if he could get a 


little more information. He used to 
enjoy alpine skiing but following a hip 
replacement, the surgeon told him 
quite categorically: no downhill ski- 
ing! So he figured it was time to pve 
nordic a try. 

He had just one burning question: 


@ 
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asper’s newest Italian Restaurant ~ located i in the Whistlers Inn 


602 Connaught Drive - 


off the train station 
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best breakfast 


wraps in tOWN... 


and on g 


Open 8:00am to 5:00pm Daily 


the mountain!’ 


CAPPUCCINO - MOCAS - SMOOTHIES - GREAT COALEE 
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HOT MONTREAL SMOLED MEAT 


Eat in or Take Away — Groups Welcome 
Located (upstairs) at 610 Patricia St. 


780.852.3993 
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what do you wear? He didn’t see him- 
self in close-fitting spandex and 
hoped that I might offer a recommen- 
dation. When I started nordic skiing a 
few years ago, I had the same ques- 
tions about clothing and gear. Here's 
the skinny, from a purely recreational 
standpoint: spandex is right out. 
Those who compete do wear it, but, 
well, they are going much faster. I 
usually wear: 


* A base layer top and bottom 
(polypropylene or thin merino wool). 
Wicking polypro or thin wool is great 
because, unlike cotton, it doesn’t get 
cold when it gets wet from sweat. 
Polypro stuff is ubiquitous these days 
and can even be picked up at Super- 
store, though most of ours is from 
MEC and other local sporty shops. 

* If it’s really cold I'll add fleece 
pants over the skivvies. I always wear 
a wool sweater as well, a warmer one 
on colder days. 

¢ An outer layer, top and bottom. 
Water resistant pants and jacket (or 
vest if it’s warmer) work well. I’ve 
been known to wear my summer rain 
gear (breathable type, not the rubbery 
kind) as an outer layer. Lately I’ve 
been wearing my spouse’s lightweight 
“soft-shell” ski pants. 

* Gloves or mitts and a hat. 


We've been out a few times this 
winter so far and I should probably 
admit that, even though it has been 
cold, I’ve been very warm once we 
get going. It was about -8 C last time 
and | was too hot after about 20 min- 
utes. A good rule of thumb is to plan 
to be a bit cool when you are just 
standing around to ensure you're 
comfortable while skiing. 


YOU CAN RENT nordic equipment but if 
you really want to get into the sport, 
you'll want your own gear—skis, 
boots and poles, When buying nordic, 
the equipment is generally cheaper 
than alpine stuff, but to try things out 
before purchasing one of the best 
places to rent on site is the Strathcona 
Wilderness Centre. If you want to try 
things out on your own, you can rent 
from MEC. 

Getting ready to go also demands 


that you pay some attention to your 
body as well. To my colleague's hus- 
band, I made sure to mention that 
since you do use your hip flexor mus- 
cles while nordic skiing, a round of 
stretching, especially afterwards, is 
important. I should also add that 
while you're stretching your hips, 
spend some time stretching your legs, 
your arms, your back and just about 
every other muscle. 

Along those lines, unless you've 
been training all summer on roller 
skis and are likely to wear the afore- 
mentioned spandex outfit, take it easy 
your first time out. It's OK if you just 
go once around the tracks at Victoria 
Park. This may well be enough to 
bring on some muscle soreness the 
next day. Stretching and hot baths are 
great post-first-ski activities. Come to 
think of it, they are great post-every- 
ski activities. 

If you've already been skiing 
around town and are looking for 
Some events to participate in for 
either recreation or competition, here 
are some suggestions: 


* Recreational ski trip to Camrose, 
Jan6 

* Recreational ski trip to Chikakoo 
Lakes, Jan 13 

* Fast Trax Loppet (Skate skiing in 
Goldbar Park), Jan 20 

« The Birkebeiner, Feb 8 - 9 

* Fast Trax Marathon Loppet in 
Goldbar Park, Mar 15 


One way to get into gear is by tak- 
ing day trips with the Edmonton 
Nordic Ski Club. Because the club's 
Policy is to try to find the best place to 
Ski locally, day trip venues often 
change on short notice. Get on the 
Club's mailing list and check the web- 
Site for updates: edmontonnordic.ca. 
For details on race events, check the 
Fast Trax website too: fasttraxskish- 
©p.com. Another great resource: 
xcountryab.net. 

In addition, the Alberta Winter 
Games will be held Feb 15 - 17. This 
Will include nordic ski events at the 
Strathcona Wilderness Centre and 

roadmoor Golf Course as well as 
biathion events at the range at Strath- 
Cona Science Park. vo 
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one internet connection for two writers, 
I ventured to the front office to see if 1 
could use an empty room to hook up 
in. The room beside ours was in reno- 
vation and was free for me to use—no 
questions asked and no extra charge. 

After a hearty breakfast at Donivan’s 
Family Restaurant, we got caught up in 
conversation with the motel owner. 
Before sending us off with a plate of 
Lebanese Christmas cookies, Fay con- 
firmed the unbelievable ski-and-stay 
package deal: $95 for a night with two 
Discovery lift passes. 

It was close to noon before we fin- 
ished the short drive from Anaconda to 
Discovery, but we were still able to park 
50 metres from the lift up Rumsey 
Mountain. The day was crisp—our cold- 
est of the trip—and the sun shone 
through passing clouds. Our tickets were 
of the old metal-wicket variety and were 
served to us directly from the owner. 

It didn’t take us long to find our 
legs—or fresh tracks. I don’t know how 
many people were on the hill, but we 
had nearly every run we did to our- 
selves. Can you imagine riding up a 
450-metre lift and being on the only 
occupied chair? It’s so good I don’t even 
want to spread the word. 


Day Six: 
Heading home—almost. Whitefish. 
2007 is the 60th Anniversary of 


Whitefish Mountain. They built a new 
lift, a new Day Lodge and started cel- 
ebrating—ski-in-ski-out packages for 
$60 a person mid-week. 

Five days on the road, skiing hard, 
we were ready to bunk down any- 
where. Pulling into the Lodge at 
Whitefish Lake, was not quite “any- 
where.” Under a stone and timber 
portico, two massive wood doors lead 
into the lobby. To the left, an outdoor 
fireplace blazed keeping us warm 
while the staff unloaded the car. The 
room was sweet and included an “ori- 
entation” by the bellman. 

The next morning found us in soft 
snow again. Whitefish is big. And 
sometimes foggy. We skied below the 
clouds. Great snow. Great pitches. We 
rocked. 

All the time remembering we were 
heading back to the Lodge for a sec- 
ond night of luxury. 


I'd gone to bed on a cloud of six pil- 
lows with a serious kink in my neck, 
and I woke up with a serious Kink in 
my neck. I booked myself an hour mas- 
sage with Suzy Roquette after skiing. 

Catching the first of the Christmas 
rush, Whitefish Resort's ticket counter 
and rental shop was bustling with rid- 
ers. While it took us longer than we had 
calculated to get through the line, with 
3000 skiable acres, the mountain itself 
was not swarmed. Taking Chair 6 and 
connecting with Chair 2, we sliced 
through dense fog to Summit House, 
passing the ghosts of snow and hoar- 


Jrost-laden trees. But as a local long- 
time ski bum explained on the lift up, 
the hill’s infamous fog is what keeps the 
mountain in creamy snow. 

At the top of Hellroaring, we couldn’, 
resist asking someone to take our pic- 
ture in front of a concrete Jesus—erect 
ed sometime in the ‘50s. The guy asks if 
lightening is going to strike, and I said 
“I hope not!” 


Day Seven: 

Reluctantly we checked out (stil/ 
trying to figure out who to ding for a 
few more days at the Lodge). On the 
mountain, we braved the clouds and 
dropped off the back. Having no clue, 
we went left, went right and ended up 
at the bottom of a lift. Next run more 
random choices. Different lift. 

Great snow. Less than great visibili- 
ty. Great snow. Big. 

In the early afternoon we stumbled 
back to the car and headed north. 

The border crossing essentially 
“Have a good trip? Welcome back.” 
Wave through. 

Home. 

And we returned with Loonies lefi 
in our pockets. 


With fog thicker than the day before, 
we use il as an excuse to take it easy. 
Ghost-like riders pop into view, and it’s 
hard to know which way the snow 
goes. Taking the afternoon off, we head 
into Whitefish, grab a beer at the local 
watering hole. This is it. A couple more 
hours and we're safely at home. w 


Avalanche Awareness 


=| FALL LINES 
a BROMeR ca 


In the new year, several of the mountain 
resorts are making plans to host avalanche 
awareness days. Already this winter we 
have lost several skiers, boarders and 
snowmobilers who were crushed by these 
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ANYTHING THs GOOD Must 


deadly disasters. This year's theme is, 
“When the snowpack is the problem, terrain 
is the solution.” On Jan 11 - 13, Sunshine 
Village and the Canadian Avalanche Center 
(CAC) are hosting the National Avalanche 
Awareness Days Event weekend to promote 
avalanche safety and increase public aware- 
ness of these deadly natural disasters. 
Planned activities throughout the weekend 
including beacon challenges, rescue dog 
demonstrations, ever-fun explosives demos 
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and safety information sessions. For more 
information, please check out the full 
schedule on the Canadian Avalanche 
Center link at avalanche.ca. That same 
weekend on Jan 12, Castle Mountain is 
hosting a one-day session for interested 
guests at its resort. Activities include par- 
ticipation in a transceiver search, rescue 
dog demos and a snow pit profile. Just 
head for the booth in the day lodge to sign 
up for the day's activities. w 
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Scary monsters: theatre in 2007 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

hate year-end lists for the same 
[== I hate all excessive year- 

end contemplation: considering 
the bigger picture is something we 
should do frequently, not just while 
recovering from a champagne- 
induced hangover. That | have a bet- 
ter excuse than normal—personal 
reasons kept me from seeing much 
in the way of plays through mid-Sep- 
tember and October, for which | 
apologize to the many worthy pro- 
ductions I evidently missed—is more 
reason to just avoid the whole thing 
altogether. 

I'd be derelict in my duties if 1 did- 
n't at least offer some kind of year- 
end thoughts, though, so in the 
interest of keeping everyone happy, 
here’s a list of the things I'll remem- 
ber most from the past year of 
Edmonton theatre, whether it’s a full 
production, a tasty bit or, in one 
case, a man who doesn’t get near 
the credit he deserves. Happy New 
Year, and I recommend Gatorade for 
your hangover. 


FRANKENSTEIN 
For me—and this is to take nothing 
away from the rest of the theatre 
season—there was honestly nothing 
else in Edmonton theatre that even 
came close to matching Jonathan 
Christensen and Bretta Gerecke’s 
absolutely incredible, gloriously 
ambiticus musical. Would that 
everything on Edmonton stages 
could be this starkly thoughtful, this 
unrepentant in its execution and this 
committed to its own realization. 
Comparisons to The Black Rider, 
Edmonton’s other wildly successful, 
hyper-stylized musical, don’t do this 
play justice: it takes Rider's artifice to 
another level entirely, infusing the 
style with worldweary wisdom and 
subtle grace. Turning a fractured 
mirror onto modern society, Chris- 
tenson not only reminds us to be 
aware of the monsters we're making 
with our actions, he perfectly cap- 
tures the tortuous pain of being an 
outsider without ever overstating it. I 
don’t want to sound hyperbolic, but 
this is without a doubt the best thing 
I’ve ever seen on an Edmonton 


=/ THEATRE 


stage, and one of my favourite parts 
of 2007, period. 


CLARICE ECKFORD IN KINGFISHER 
DAYS 


One of the more nakedly moving 
plays of the year, Kingfisher Days 
owéd a lot of its charm to Eckford, 
who managed to pull off both wild- 
eyed, childish wonder and middle- 
aged weariness throughout. 


DANA ANDERSON IN DINNER WITH 
FRIENDS 


Anderson's performance here may 
have been one of the most underrat- 
ed of the year. His deft, subtle touch- 
es, usually no more than a sideways 
glance or a fading of his voice, 
brought exactly the kind of tentative, 
human touch Donald Margulies’s 
script needed. I'm really curious to 
see what Anderson could do with 
more dramatic roles. 


NATHAN CUCKOW’S RECOVERING 
ALCOHOLIC IN MONSTER 


Cuckow probably confirmed his sta- 
tus as the best actor in Edmonton in 
Daniel Maclvor's one-hander—if 
someone held a gun to my head, I'd 
say this, Frankenstein and Kingfisher 
Days would be my top three in 
Edmonton theatre for the year—but 
no part was better than his stunning, 
schizophrenic recap of the last binge 
this drinker/screenwriter went on. 


STEVE PIROT AS HEAD OF NEXTFEST 

I know, he’s been at it forever, but I 
don’t think Pirot gets the credit he 
deserves: | consider it a failing of 
myself as a writer that I’ve never 
fully been able to convey how intelli- 
gent, affable, passionate and wry he 
is in person. More to the point, 
though, there is quite possibly no 
better choice in the city to be run- 
ning an emerging arts festival. Open 
and encouraging almost to a fault, 
he understands the need of finding 
new artists and pushing established 
ones like few people seem to. What- 
ever future successes Edmonton's 


theatre community will enjoy will 
owe no small part to Pirot’s efforts. 


FAST OF MY USUAL BRAINS SILENT 
TEA STORE 


Though slightly contrived, forcing 
Ron Pederson’s awkward author to 
convey his affections for an English 
beauty entirely wordlessly was an 
inspired bit of theatre. 


INDIES 

The plays have been a little hit and 
miss, with at least one great one 
(Crazy Gary's Mobile Disco), but giv- 
ing independent companies a sea- 
son of their own is a fantastic thing 
for Edmonton theatre. Any chance 
we could pull of an Indie 10 any time 
soon? 


EUGENE STICKLAND'S BAITING 
ALBERTA VIEWS COVER STORY 


I don’t necessarily think it’s right, but 
1 implore Edmonton’s theatre com- 
munity to at least consider it: the 
only sin an artist can really commit 
is being complacent, and you'd have 
to be kind of blind not to see at least 
a little bit of complacency in Edmon- 
ton theatre these days. Good now 
doesn’t necessarily mean good 
tomorrow: Edmonton got where it is 
by not resting, and whatever you 
think of Stickland's point, it’s an 
invitation to get on the stage and 
prove it wrong. ¥ 


If only I had more time to read 
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The year's ending as | write this, and | 
don’t want to enter my office. It’s too 
aggravating to see the crooked towers 
of recent books | still haven't read. 
There's never enough time. That's no 
news, | guess. But then neither is any 
single reader's survey of a year's best 
books ever going to be authoritative in 
any all-encompassing way. So let's hear 
it for subjectivity. 

Denis Johnson's immense novel Tree 
of Smoke is startling, wayward, at times 
delirious, as labyrinthine as the South- 
east Asian jungles it circulates. A vehe- 
mently imperfect sort of masterpiece 
tracking the misadventures of three 
young American men, it grapples with the 
Vietnam War as one massive phenome- 
non in one monolithic brick of text, an 
ambitious feat not unlike Don DeLillo’s 
Underworld, which selected the Cold War 
as its grand historical essence to conjure. 

Turns out DeLillo himself also provid- 
ed one of the year’s best novels with 
Falling Man. \n characteristically bold 
language DeLillo strikes the page with 
an arresting clarity, fixing upon a single 
figure stumbling out of the tides of dust 
billowing from the collapsing twin tow- 
ers, driven by catastrophe to reconnect. 
A shirt hangs in the sky, women. stagger 
through debris with shoes in hand, office 
paper plumes, and Keith Neudecker, 
reeling, unconsciously makes his way 
from ground zero to the home of his 
estranged wife and child. 

Just as DeLillo began with 9/11, so 
does Joshua Ferris, an author whose 
prose carries a pleasing hint of DeLillo’s 
stamp (the title itself quotes DeLillo), 
eventually find his way there in Then 
We Came to the End, the funniest 
thing | read all year and probably the 
best novel ever written in first-person 
plural. Maybe that sounds like faint 
praise, but Ferris’s use of the “we” tense 
is truly inspired, speaking for the staff of 
a Chicago advertising agency, a group 
whose very existence is predicated on 
the notion of consensus. 

The late Roberto Bolafo’s The Sav- 
age Detectives, at once wildly chaotic 
and weirdly controlled, hurls the reader 
into a Mexico City carved into frail crys- 
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- element from mankind's history he's iso 
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tal by a horny, idea-drunk, youths, 
hunger for some abstracted essence , 
artistic transcendence. From there | 
wanders, with countless digression. 
across years, toward the desert ay, 
toward some acknowledgment of ti 
harsh lines dividing the safety of a, 
from the brutality of the world. 


CHRISTOPHER HITCHENS is hardly 


first contemporary intellectual to ta\ 


what marks his critique as exceptiong 
are its accessibility and thoroughness 
God is Not Greats at the very least tt 
most urgent polemic of the moment 
closely scrutinizing this single, ubiquitoy 


lated what could be declared, if you'| 
excuse the expression, the seed of oy 
foremost ongoing spiritual disease 

“The perpetual activity of forgettin 
gives our every act a ghostly, unreal, hay 
quality,” writes Milan Kundera in his lat 
est consideration of memory, the nove 
and the history of art. The Curtain: A 
Essay in Seven Parts proposes forget 
ting as something more than a lamentab) 
flaw in our cognitive abilities. In this con 
cise and elegant train of thought, forget 
ting is deemed an essential part of ou 
experience, and its idiosyncrasies deman 
to be accounted for when we think abou 
what we read, hear and view. 

It's with some hesitancy that | ad 
Michael Ondaatje’s Divisadero. This pre 
cariously widely praised Canadian ha 
composed another strangely unbalance 
novel that occasionally fumbles with cer 
tain aspirations toward poetic nuance ai 
risks stasis in its characters. Yet there a1 
awesome moments in this diptych abo 
the splintering fates of fathers and cli" 
dren that linger with me still—the naive 
romance in the woods, the scenes 0! 
gambling in the desert—and elevaté 
Divisadero to the status of Ondaatje’ 
finest novel since /n the Skin of a Lion 

I'm out of space, so I'Il sign 0 
with a handful of near-equals to tht 
above that deserve more mention 
Miranda July's No One Belongs Held 
More Than You, Michael Chabon’ 
The Yiddish Policeman's Union, Pa! 
Auster’s Travels in Scriptorium, Ma! 
tin Amis’s House of Meetings, Haivt 
Murakami’s After Dark, Annie Dilla! 
The Maytrees and Oliver Sacks 
Musicophilia. w 


but artists are still struggling to 
st their living costs while main- 
: a practice. We lost another 
of talent, with several commit- 
«j people departing or planning to 
rt for cities with a lower cost of 
g or with enough ambient culture 
justify the higher price tag. The old 
A is gone and its new home is 
a year away from completion 
ough the temporary space is 
e awesome, and its programming 
bs locker great in it). Longtime arts 
! hampion Michael Phair opted to 
municipal politics and ArtsHab 
Hill faces eviction in 2009. . 
of course, things aren't all bad: 
he Cultural Capital thing doled out 
e grants and at least had people 
king about our collective arts 
genda, the inaugural Exposure 
ade plenty of room to celebrate 
sual arts and the established gal- 
ries and art institutions reached 
ut to each other and worked 
gether on events and shows. 
here are high hopes for the newest 
nue, the ARTery, and the U of A 
FA printmaking program keeps 
opping out stellar artists. And the 
od al openings is getting better all 
time. 
in the wake of a heavy year and at 
ie dawn of a hopeful one, and in 
ie spirit of the season, here are the 
) art moments that unreservedly 
me joy in 2007. In no particular 
ider. 


AIR BRENNAN, SACRA PRIVATA 


he Edmonton-based artist complet- 
hundreds of mixed media paper- 
orks in a near-daily diaristic 
actice over the course of almost a 
ade. SNAP’s smallish gallery cube 
the ideal space to immerse one- 
fin Brennan’s loopy adventures in 
awing, incorporating all kinds of 
kmaking techniques, collage and 
id materials or snatches of con- 
Tsation or text. Arranged chrono- 
ically in grids, floor-to-ceiling and 
l-to-wall, Brennan’s works fos- 
lized the evolution of his motifs 
id ideas. They were also funny, 
ching and sharp. Brennan donat- 
the majority of them to SNAP for 
indraising. Most are gone, but 
me may still be available. 


AKE IT NOT SUCKS 


iri Barclay’s spirited series of art- 
mb get-togethers have been 
ormative all year. Targeting sites 
wer unforgivably ugly 
circled around a pit 
stage of construction (with 
n of the indoor version 
53), a shifting group of 
al artists would blow in during 
off-hours and transform the 
* with pre-made paper mural 
we nts, stencils and other 
erials. The pieces themselves are 
ally down in a matter of days or 
ks, but Make it Not Suck sur- 
ee. 


=| VISUAL ARTS 


Vives to strike another day. 


MONIKA NIWELINSKA, 
SERIES (A NSKA, TSUNAMI 


An international student from 
Poland, Niwelinska was only in town 
for a couple years to earn her MFA 
Printmaking. The strongest work 
from her thesis show was the 
wrenching Tsunami series, based on 
images of the horrific natural disas- 
ter that befell East Asia on Boxing 
Day, 2004. A Canadian couple was 
swept away by the ocean, but their 
camera had remained rolling, cap- 
turing the eerie wave as it appeared 
in the distance, moved towards the 
shore, broke over the land and 
retreated. Niwelinska had discovered 
the pictures reprinted in a battered 
café magazine whose text was in a 
language she didn’t understand, but 


using them as source material, she 
stripped them of colour and deeply 
etched the swelling horizon on print 
after stunning print on paper the 
colour of buttery cream, showing the 
progression and gradual emptying of 
the landscape as the wave withdrew 
into the sea, invoking the frailty of 
memory and the traces people leave 
on each other as they live and die. 


COKE DUMP AT CANDY MOUNTAIN 
(LATITUDES3) 


The group Candy Mountain show 
was engaging, but Mindy Yan 
Miller’s crowning touch to her com- 
ponent, a sculptural mountain of 
Coca-Cola cans linking consumption 
and aspiration, was particularly sat- 
isfying—at the opening, she had the 
crowd bathe the piece in pop, emp- 
tying the frothing contents of dozens 
of cans onto her mountain from a 
stepladder until it flowed over the 
cans like a cascade in the Rockies 
and pooled at the bottom. Part mad- 
cap foodfight fun, part corporate dis- 
obedience. 


SHERI CHABA, “ATROPHIC UTOPIA" 
(FAB GALLERY) 


The final piece in Chaba’s MFA 
Drawing and Intermedia show at 
FAB was an installation of delicately 
twisted wire that invited the viewer 
to come in and explore. It was too 
beautiful for words, and I can only 


and privacy made this year not suck 


hope Chaba will have another 
chance to show the piece soon. 


POP ART: LOVE, LOSS, AND THE 
EVERYDAY/KURT 
LAGEEYE (AGA aH 


There's a huge gap between seeing a 
piece reproduced in an art history 
book or a poster and being able to 
experience it in a gallery setting. 
Edmontonians were able to see 
works by Man Ray, Warhol and 
many other big-name artists and get 
context on key movements in 20th 
century art. Each of these shows 
informed the other, and worked well 
together in the new AGA space. 


ANDREA PINHEIRO, SHELTER SERI 
(FAB GALLERY) . 


Now that she’s finished her MFA 
Printmaking, Pinheiro is leaving 
Edmonton for Vancouver. We can’t 
begrudge her, and not just because 
she's promised to return from time to 
time—her fantastic body of work 
deals largely with the invisible effects 
of chemical and nuclear contamina- 
tion and the threat we're putting our- 
selves and our world under. This is 
work that deserves to be seen, and 
her Shelter series in particular raised 
the issues without compromising 
investigation or beauty. 


THE 1950S FORD SHOW, GUEST 
CURATED BY ANTHONY EASTON (AGA) 


Easton asked 100 illustrators and 
artists of all stripes, from communi- 
ties near and far, and across differ- 
ent stages of their careers, to realize 
Ed Ruscha’s conceptualist piece ask- 
ing people to draw a ‘50s Ford from 
memory. The incredibly individual- 
ized results show the staggering 
variety of interpretation of the con- 
cepts of “drawing” and “memory.” 
It’s up until Jan 6, and worth a lin- 
gering look. 


SHANNON COLLIS, TEMPORARY GEOG- 
RAPHY (HARCOURT HOUSE) 


Collis’s innovative layering of tech- 
niques and materials—she prints in 
vivid nuggets of colour on paper and 
wax—were impressively wrought, 
simultaneously folkloric and alien, 
and scaled for an intimate 
encounter. The wax lent the works a 
quality that is reminiscent of skin, 
and the images themselves were 
illustration-like, precise and almost 
diagram-ish. 


MONICA PITRE, OF NIGHT AND LIGHT 
AND HALF LIGHT (FAB GALLERY) 


The labour and intent in Pitre’s MFA 
Printmaking show works were 
incredible. It was an aesthetically 
satisfying exhibition that was 
unapologetic in what it chose to 
reveal and what would remain enig- 
matic and puzzling. Pitre created 
two strong sets of alternate realms 
that contrasted the sensual world 
with the cerebral one, with some 
overlap in bridge pieces that united 
the two ends of the spectrum. wv 


Curse those Amaze-o-nauts! 
THE HUMAN SIDE OF THE SUPERVILLAIN 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweokly.com 
here are a few ways you could 
| describe The Amaze-o-nauts 
Must Die!, James Hamilton 
and Catherine Walsh's new supervil- 
lain romcom (that being one of 
them), but perhaps the playwrights 
have it best. 

“I've been a lifelong fan of cartoons 
and comic books and stuff like that,” 
offers Hamilton as an explanation of 
how he came up with the twisted, 
madcap, diabolic premise. “And I’ve 
also been a lifelong fan of Bugs 
Bunny and Mel Brooks and the Three 
Stooges, and I'm a fan of love stories, 
so I thought there might be a way to 
blend all of those three together.” 

The result is the story of Gideon 
Baron (Matthew Kloster), a dastardly, 
megomaniacal supervillian whose 
life is thrown into an existential cri- 
sis when the Amaze-o-nauts, a sil- 
ver-clad group of do-gooders he’s 
spent his life trying to destroy, are 
killed by an unfortunate run-in with 
red tide. Unsure of what to do with 
his life when not plotting the demise 
of his enemies, he watches it fall 
apart, as his evil scientist wife The 
Baroness (Walsh) leaves him for his 
arch-rival, Doctor Scientist (Ryan 
Hughes), and his mounting debts 
force him out of his castle lair and 
into a squalid bachelor suite. 


IT’S CERTAINLY A SIDE of the supervil- 


lain that most don’t normally see, but 
Hamilton explains that he’s long 
been more fascinated with the evil- 
doers than their boy scout nemesis— 
especially the day-to-day minutae 
that comes with a life spent trying to 
take over the world. 

“My all-time favourite comics 
were about the villains, with all the 
hero stuff incidental,” he says. “You'd 
have a giant gorilla arguing with 
Bizarro over who hates Superman 
more, which is a way more com- 
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pelling comic than seeing Superman 
beat either of them up 

“And, you know, you never really 
get to know the personal life of the 
villain. And of course, their personal 
lives are going to be way more dra- 
matic,” he continues. “They're going 
to have way more lows than the hero 
ever does, they're going to have way 
more letdowns than the hero ever 
does. | think there's just something 
more compelling about trying to find 
the endearing qualities on someone 
who wants to kill you.” 

For Walsh—who freely admits she 
doesn’t quite share Hamilton’s level 
of interest in comics—it was a 
chance to explore what happens 
when a man who was trying to take 
over the world has to do his own 
laundry, in a manner of speaking 

“| like the idea of these kind of 
people living lives that you recog- 
nize,” she explains. “Dealing with the 
really kind of terrible, mundane 
things we all have: looking at crappy 
apartments, trying to find a crappy 
job. All of it’s magnified because they 
used to be trying to take over the 
world, though.” 

Not that, of course, a supervillain 
wouldn't have a leg up on the rest of 
us in that particular situation 

“I do think the ability to time travel 
or make death rays would kind of 
take the sting off of waiting in line at 
the grocery store,” Walsh says. 

“Well, yeah,” chimes in Hamilton. 
“I mean, if you're sick of the lines, 
you can just blow the place up.” v 
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i Maple-flavoured books 


JAY SMITH / jsy@vaeweskly.com 

ulling down the bazillions of 

books chumed out by Canadi- 

‘an publishers to anything 
resembling a “best of” list is an exer- 
cise in egoism. No one is sufficiently 
well-read to make such absolute 
judgments. Nonetheless, here’s a 
handful of books you may or may 
not have noticed that deserve some 
attention from 2007. 


BOOKS YOU NEED TO BE TOLD TO READ 
AGAIN 


Shock Doctrine by Naomi Klein 
(Knopf Canada) 

Klein, acclaimed author of No Logo, 
has already garnered superlative 
praise for Shock Doctrine from all 
regions of the non-corporate media. 
Her thesis, that the last half-century 
of global conflict (especially of the 
American-backed variety) can be 
traced back to the 1950s origins of 
psychological shock therapy and Mil- 
ton Friedman's economic shock doc- 
trine, is tremendously elucidating. 
From Chile to China to Hurricane 
Katrina to Iraq, Klein's lens makes 
sense of otherwise senseless behav- 
iour. If you haven't read it yet, then 
half your friends probably already 
have, so just borrow a copy. Or buy a 
copy. You can do that, too. 


28 by Stephanie Nolen 

(Knopf Canada) 

Globe and Mail Africa correspondent 
Stephanie Nolen didn’t want to be 
the one to write “the book" about 
HIV/AIDS in Africa, but she has 
nonetheless. This excellent introduc- 
tion to the crisis unfolds as series of 
28 portraits of Africans affected by 
the AIDS crisis—either directly, or by 
relation as the mother or child or 
nurse of someone who is. And each 
person represents one million of the 
28 million Africans living with AIDS. 
Shortlisted for the G&G’s Award in 
Non-fiction—maybe the winning vol- 
ume was stylistically prettier—this is 
simply the most readable, touching, 
and resolutely optimistic crash 
course there is on one of this centu- 
Ty's greatest global challenges. 


PRETTY BOOKS 


Forsaken by Lana ‘Slezic 

(House of Anansi) 

In 2004, Canadian photographer Lana 
Slezic went to Afghanistan with a 
headful of misinformation about the 
gains women had made in the coun- 
try. Intending to stay only six weeks, 
she remained for two years. Forsaken 
documents the lives of the tremen- 
dous women Slezic encountered dur- 
ing her stay. Chilling, entrancing, 
infuriating and mind-blowing, Slezic’s 
portraits are obviously captured from 
a Wester perspective, but that’s the 
point. A nice little piece of rhetori- 
cal/artistic artillery as well, for the 
next time someone sings the praises 
of our mission over there. 


Wreck Beach by Carellin Brooks 
(New Star Books) ; 
“Noo-dies!” yelped my two-year-old 
daughter when she saw the front 
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cover of Carellin Brooks’ exploration 
into Canada’s most famous nude 
beach. Part tour guide, part cultural 
history, part homage to the clothing- 
optional lifestyle, Brooks’ book 
deserves a literary prize for its 
eccentricity alone. And what would 
be a treatise about a nudist habitat 
without photography? Plenty of 
proudly unfrocked individuals pose 
on Wreck Beach. 


LOVE YOUR ALBERTAN LITERATURE 


Wonderfull by William Neil Scott 
(Newest Press) 

Scott's magic-realistic tale set in the 
imaginary town of Garfax isn’t flaw- 
less fiction, but, hey, it’s his first 
novel. And it is promising writing 
that you'd do well to check out. 


Crown Shyness by Curtis Gille- 
spie 

(Brindle & Glass) 

Curtis Gillespie’s wonderful story 
about the mystery and tensions with- 
in one Albertan family manages to 
eke out so many familiar—and inim- 
itably Albertan—themes that Gille- 
spie’s practically created a provincial 
literature here. 


BOOKS YOU PROBABLY WON'T READ, 
BUT SHOULD 


Augustino and the Choir of 
Destruction by Marie-Claire Blais 
Translated by Nigel Spencer 
(House of Anansi) 

Just because a book has been short- 
listed for the Governor General’s 
Award for Translation doesn’t mean 
that anyone’s going to read it. Eng- 
lish Canadian readers are notoriously 
stupid about books not originally 
written in English, so allow this to 
serve as a reminder: Quebec litera- 
ture rocks. Or at least the stuff that 
Marie-Claire Blais has been writing 
does. The conclusion of Blais’s trilo- 
gy contemplating North American 
life has been rubbed down with the 
finest of reviews. Portraying a wild 
assembly of humanity that lives on 
an island in the Gulf of Mexico, 
Augustino and the Choir of Destruction 
is radically unlike the letters emerg- 
ing from English Canada, and entire- 
ly worthy of your attention. Put away 
that Michael Ondaatje tome, already! 


Yesno: poems by Dennis Lee 
(House of Anasi) 

Dennis Lee says “Yesno” describes “a 
world in which the demolition derby 
and the possibility of living more 
constructively in the natural order 
are both real.” A wonder for the 
ear—not to mention for the heart 
lambasted by unadulterated hope- 
lessness—Yesno is a collection of 
poems that contemplates the horrors 
that humans have brought upon the 
planet from both pessimistic and 
optimistic perspectives. Combining 
both the serious and the playful, it’s 
poetry that, well, speaks to anyone 
who's been paying attention. v 
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BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482- 
2854) ® Open Tue-Sat 10am-Spm © Rotating show 
of gallery artists including Greg Edmonson, Jerry 
Heine, David Edwards, and Emestine Tahed! 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne St, St. Albert (459- 
3679) © Landscape paintings by Doug Downey, and 
Randy Hayashi. New artworks by Kari Duke, Fran 
Heath, Allison Aray-Burgess, Sharon Moore-Foster, 
and Buddy Kennedy ¢ Until Jan. 31 


THE ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave ¢ TOWARDS 
SEEING EVERYTHING: Photographs by Ted Kerr © 
Until Jan. 4 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 
100, 10230 Jasper Ave (422-6223) ¢ Open Mon-Fri 
10:30am-Spm; Thu 10:30am-8pm (4-8pm free); Sat- 
Sun 11am-5pm ® Drop-In Tours: Sat and Sun (12:30, 
1:30, 2:30 and 3:30pm) ¢ FUN HOUSE: Anworks 
explore the idea of constructed illusion, trompe |’oeil, 
false reality and faux finish; until Jan. 6 * THE 1950s 
FORD SHOW: drawings of a 1950 Ford from memory; 
until Jan. 6 © NEW ACQUISITIONS: Curated by 
Catherine Crowston; until Feb. 17 * FH. VARLEY: 
PORTRAITS INTO THE LIGHT; Portraits by one of the 
Group of Seven; until Feb. 17 © Members free; $10 
(adult)/$7 (senior/student); $5 (6-12yrs)/free (5yrs and 
under)/$20 (family—2 adults, 4 children) 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 3 FI, 10217-106 St 
(423-2966/439-9532) © Open Thu (5-8pm) or by 
appointment # 71404: Artworks by Monica Pitre, 
Gillian Willans, Andrea Pinheiro and quests © Until 
Jan. 17 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE LALBERTA 9103- 
95 Ave © Mon-Fri 10am-6pm; Sat: 10am-5pm ¢ 
Group show featuring artworks by the artist mem- 
bers ® Until Feb. 15 


FRINGE GALLERY Paint Spot basement, 10618 
Whyte Ave (432-0240) Artworks by Tom Yorkes © 
Through January 


GALLERY AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILNER 
LIBRARY Main Fi, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496- 
7030) © Open Mon-Fri Sam-Spm; Sat 9am-Gpm; 
Sun 1-5pm ¢ BUILDING FACADES OF SMALL 
TOWN ALBERTA: Photographs by Darren Gust * 
Until Jan. 30 


GLENROSE HOSPITAL MEZZANINE GALLERY 
AND BLUE CURVE GALLERY 10230-111 Ave « 
Open 7:30am-2:30pm © THE CANADIAN FILIPINO 
CONNECTION: Recent prints and paintings by 
Gordon Snyder ¢ THE USEFUL LESSONS OF 
PLANTS: Recent encaustic paintings by Marlena 
Wyman © Until Jan. 12 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) « 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 12-4pm ¢ Main 
Gallery: BETWEEN THE LINES: DIGITIZED 
DIALECTS AND ENCODED TRADITIONS: Artworks 
by multi-media indigenous artist Jude Norris; Jan. 
10-Feb. 16 © Fromt Room: SPACEFARERS OF THE 
EXPANSE: Artworks—a mythological universe by 
Tony Baker; Jan, 10-Feb. 16 * Opening reception: 
Thu, Jan. 10 (7-10pm), both artists will be in atten- 
dance Artist lectures: by Jude Norris and Tony 
Baker, Sat, Jan. 12 (1pm) 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St (479- 
8424) Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am- 
4pm ® CHRISTMAS AAT FAIR: Artworks by gallery 
artists, Ceramic art collectables from Clay Works by 
Heather Goldmine ® JOHNSON GALLERY 
(SOUTH) 7711-85 St (465-6171) * Open Mon-Fri 
Sam-5pm; Sat 10am-5pm ¢ ALBERTA OIL 
PAINTER'S STUDIO: Paintings by artists-in-resi- 
dence Susan Abma, Susan Box, David Brooks, 
Shairi Honey, Margaret Klappstien, Tracey Mardon, 
Anne McCormick, Cindy Revell 


THE LOFT GALLERY A.J. Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 
Broadmoor Blvd. Sherwood Park (449-4443) ¢ Open: 
Thu 5-9pm; Sat 10am-4pm © Artworks by Deanna 
Corrigan, Christine Allard, Kaye Ackerman, JoAnn 
Rasmussen, Mary Deeprose, and Janice Bonsant 
Wilson, and Lynda McAmmond; until Jan. 5 © 
ABSTRACTS: Artworks by the members of the Art 
Society of Strathcona County; Jan. 10-Feb. 29 
McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St 
(407-7152) ¢ Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1- 
8pm * FOUR OUTSIDE VIEWS: Landscape paintings 
by Pam Wilman, Adeline Rockett, Sophia-Podryhula- 
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Shaw, and Donna Miller * Until Feb. 10 


MECPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Open 
Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm © Artworks 
by tas SHEA, Society of Western Canadian Artists; 
until Jan. 1 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 Ste Anne St, St. 
Albert (459-1528) ¢ PRINCESS LOUISE-A WOMAN 
OF SUBSTANCE: An exhibit about Princess Louise 
Alberta, the daughter of Queen Victoria and name- 
sake of our province @ Until Feb. 17 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stolelr 
Gallery, 9704-111 Ave (474-7611) ® Open: Mon, 
Wed, Fri 9:30am-2:30pm; Tue, Thu 9:30am-4pm and 
6-8pm © Artworks by Brian Mills ¢ Jan. 7-Feb. 1 * 
Opening reception: Thu, Jan. 10 


OUT OF THE FIRE STUDIO 12214 Jasper Ave 
(378-0240) ® Original paintings by gallery artists. 
Pottery by Cindy Clarke, Junichi Tanaka, and Lilach 
Lotan. Romanian mouth blown stem ware. Mouth 
blown art glass by lon Tamaian. Borosilicate art 
glass and jewellery by Braden Hammond, and 
Phoenician hand formed glass. Stone, metal, and 
wire sculptures by Shumba Ash 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183-112 St (465- 
2162) © Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm or by appoint- 
ment Sun-Mon 11am-5pm * FIREWORKS-SILVER 
AND STEEL: New sculptures by Isla Bums and works 
by silversmith Karen Cantine ¢ Until Jan. 5 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 2 12304 Jasper Ave 
(455-7479) ¢ Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm © 
Artworks by Alice Teichert, Phil Darrah, Peter von 
Tiesenhausen, David Janzen, David Cantine, Linda 
Lindemann, Jonathan Forrest, David Alexander 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St, St. 
Albert (460-4310) © Open Tue-Sat (10am-5pm), Thu 
(10am-8pm) © WINDOWS; Artworks by Terry 
Reynoldson ® Jan. 10-Feb. 29 © Opening reception: 
Thu, Jan. 10(7-Spm) 


THE RED GALLERY 9621 Whyte Ave (498-1984) ¢ 
Open Mon-Fri 11am-5pm © Closed over Christmas 
© 3 RIVERS—THE ARNO, THE NORTH 
SASKATCHEWAN AND THE PEMBINA: Large oil 
paintings by Christ! Bergstrom with smaller paint- 
ings ® Jan. 11-31 


ROWLES AND COMPANY 10130-103 St, Mezz 
(426-4035) ¢ URBANSCAPES: Paintings by Pauline 
Ulliac. Featuring paintings and sculptures by various 
artists 

SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) ¢ Open 
Tue-Sat 12-5pm ¢ Main Gallery: Printworks by 
Patrick Bulas based on looking at theoretical phe- 
nomena in scientific journals as well as his person- 
al experience Jan. 10-Feb. 23 © Opening recep- 
tion: Thu, Jan. 10 (7pm) 


THE STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron St (460-5993) ¢ 
Open Thu 12-8pm, Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-5Spm ¢ 
RECESSES: Paintings by Daniel vanHeyst © Jan. 5- 
26 © Opening reception; Sat, Jan. 5 (1-4pm), artist 

in attendance 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 St (452- 
9100) ¢ CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE SCIENCE 
KIND: interactive feature exhibit ¢ 
LEGO-CHRISTMAS EXPRESS: Daily display ® 
Christmas Under the Dome: Laser shows in the 
Margaret Zeidler Star Theatre; until Jan.6 © The 
IMAX Nutcracker: until Jan. 6; daily (11am) ¢ 
Observatory hours; Sat, Sun, holidays (1-4pm); Fri- 
Sun (7-10pm) 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fl, Harcourt House, 10215-112 
St (421-1731) © Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm ¢ 
(MAELSTROM: Artworks by Eugenia Castenada © 
Jan. 10-Feb. 16 © Opening reception: Jan. 10 (7- 
9:30pm) 


URBAN ROOTS 10418 Whyte Ave (438-7978) ¢ 
COLLECTION: Artworks by Oksana Movehan ® Until 
Feb. 2 


LITERARY 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (469-8755) © 
Story Slam: An opportunity for writers to share their 
work, explore their talents and show off * 3rd Wed 
each month © $5 (donation) 


STEEPS TEA LOUNGE College Plaza, 1115-82 Ave 
© Spoken word open mic; last Wed each month 


TALES.-THE ALBERTA LEAGUE 
ENCOURAGING STORYTELLING Rosie's Bar and 
Grill, 10475-80 Ave (932-4409) © Story Cafés: 
Mavericks: open mic opportunity ¢ 1st Thu each 
month; 7-9pm © Cabin Fever: Featuring tellers from 
TALES. Stephanie Benger, Jennifer Kennedy and 
Kate Quinn plus an open mic spot; Thu, Jan. 3 


TALES.-THE ALBERTA LEAGUE 
ENCOURAGING STORYTELLING (437-9555) © City 
Arts Centre, 10943-84 Ave; Monthly Storytelling 
Circle: Everyone welcome to tell stories or to come 
and listen; 2nd Fri each month through to June 2008 
(8pm); $3 admission, first time free 


3 BANANAS CAFE Sir Winston Churchill Sq « 
WOW-Wired on Words: We all have something to 
Say, amateurs and professionals alike. Let this cre- 


ative writing process guide you into self-discovey, , 
Meetings bi-monthly, Sun (4-6pm) for info e-mail ja. 
goodbewellin2007@gmail.com 1 
UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ave (422-8216). 
The Poets’ Haven Monday Nights weekly readin, 
Series presented by Stroll of Poets ® Every Mon 
Night (7pm) * $5 (door) * Mon, Jan. 7 featuring jh. 
spoken word artists, Pritham Atwal, Hugh Mc/\ian, 
Michael Penny, and Connie Lloyd 


THE CARROT 9351-118 Ave (471-1580) © Improy 3) 
the Carrot with Jana O'Connor and Troupe * Jan 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Bouleyay, 
(469-4999) * Thu (8:30pm), $11; Fri (8:30pm), $29 
Sat (8pm), $20; Sat (10:30pm), $20 © Every Wed 
(8:30pm): Wacky Wednesday; $5 © Brian Work: jn 
4-5 ® Marty Hanenberg; Jan. 10-12 

THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8222 
170 St (483-5999) * Open nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm ang 
10:30pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm, Sun Bpm © Hit o; 
Miss Mondays ® J. Chris Newberg, Mike Harriso, 
and Mike Patterson; until Jan. 6 © Hit or Miss 
Mondays: Mon, Jan, 7 © Altemative Comedy Nigh 
Tue, Jan. 8 © Runner up on Last Comic Standing 
Lavell Crawford, as well as Sterling Scott, James 
Ball, and Paul Brown; Jan. 9-13 


HORIZON STAGE 1001 Calahoo Road, Spruce 
Grove (962-8995) ® An evening of skits, stories 
from the comedy team of John Dunsworth (Ir 
Lahey) and Patrick Roach (Randy) of the hit 
Showcase series Trailer Park Boys, and their ques, 
Jonathan Torrens (J-Roc) ¢ Thu, Jan. 10; Fri, Jan 
11 (sold out) © $20 (student/senior)/$25 (adults) 
adult content, no one under the age of 16 admitias 
at the Horizon Stage box office 


THE LAUGH SHOP (YUK YUK'S) Londonderry 
Mall , 6606-137 Ave (481-9857) © Open Wed-Thu 
8pm, Fri-Sat 8pm and 10:30pm * Kerry Unger, Sean 
Lecomber, and Mark Salamandick; Jan. 3-5 © Mike 
Bullard in concert Jan. 17-19 


THE AMAZE-0-NAUTS Varscona Theatre, 10323- 
83 Ave (439-7939) * Bedlam Theatre Concem pres- 
ents James Hamilton and Catherine Walsh's dark 
fomantic comedy, directed by James Hamilton, and 
starring Ryan Hughes, Matthew Kloster, and 
Catherine Walsh * Gideon Baron and his wife, the 
Baroness, are super villain scientists whose sole 
objective is to destroy their arch nemeses, the 

Amaze-o-nauts © Jan. 3-12 (8pm, Sat matinees 2pm) 


DESPERATE HOUSEHOLDS Jubilations Dinner 
Theatre, 8882-170 St (484-2424) © On Hysteria Lane 
the houses, the lawns and the gardens are perfect 
This is a look at life behind the walls of a gated, bed: 
foom community where affairs, scandals, music, mur 
der, dance, intrigue, food and deception exist-all the 
elements for an amazing block party ® Until Jan. 27 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (4x3 
3399) © Improv soap opera will begin the new seas 
with a brand new theme © Every Mon (8pm) 


LANGUAGE AND CONTENT Jekyll and Hyde fu 
10610-100 Ave (297-3675) © Image Theatre's 
monthly reading series © Last Monday each month 
(7pm door, 8pm show) * Pay-what-you-can (sug- 
gested donation $5) 


THE MIGHTY CARLINS Third Space, 1516-103 
St (477-5955/420-1757) © Workshop West Theatre 
© By Collin Doyle © This hilarious and heartbreak- 
ing production features the Carlin family as they 
deal with grief the best way they can. ..a lot o! 
beer, bickering and bonding ® Jan. 10-20 (Tues 
8pm) $23 (adult}/$18 (student/senior); Tue, Ja" 
15 pay-what-you-can; tickets available at TIX 0" 
Square, 420-1757, door 


PEACE, LOVE AND ROCK ‘W’ ROLL Mayfield 
Dinner Theatre, 16615-109 Ave (483-4051) ° 

Written and compiled by Will Marks. Take a wild 
ride back to the swingin’ ‘60s, celebrate the !wis\ 
the Watusi, the British Invasion, the Beach Boys. 

Motown and the mini skirt ¢ Until Feb. 17 ° $5 
$89 (buffet and show) 


‘SOUTH PACIFIC (THE MUSICAL) Festival Place 
100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park (449-3378/464- 
2852) © Music by Richard Rodgers, lyrics by 0504 
Hammerstein IJ, and based on the book by 0sc2! 
Hammerstein Il and Joshua Logan adapted fro 
James Michener's novel Tales of the South Paci 
@ Until Jan. 5 © $27 (adult)/$16 (child) at Festive! 
Place box office, TicketMaster _ 


10 DAYS OF MADNESS... PLAYWRITING 

FESTIVAL (492-4215) © Presented by the Unive 
of Alberta Bookstores with Alberta Playwrigh's 

Network. Ten days where the playwrights are t'? 
stars. This year features guest playwrights, Fra" 
Moher and Mansel Robinson along with a sere 
play readings by local playwrights associated Wt” 
Alberta Playwrigtits Network © Free admission 
events @ Jan. 11-20, public events are happend 
every day of the festival 


osef@vueweekly.com 

ly note down everything I 
see, and when I look through the 
list of movies I saw over the last 
2 months, the number of them that 
eem to have slipped quietly into 
ome cinematic no man’s land is 
ind of alarming. 2007 was a year 
haracterized by my ever-growing 
reness of just how many good 
hovies get made these days only to 
nd themselves mired in distribution 
mbo. Frustratingly, this means that 
nany if not most of the better 
novies I've seen at festivals or in the 
arger centers, whether esoteric or 
rfectly accessible, have yet to 
hake it here—if they're ever going to 
nake it here at all. 

But while the industry continues to 
igure out what to do with itself in a 
logged, wildly unstable and unpre- 
lictable market, some fine local pro- 
ammers keep working arduously to 
iphon the gems from the germs. 
at you see below is my personal 
€ on which of those gems made 
ovie watching in Edmonton most 
itisfying in 2007. There were plenty 
choose from and many worthy 
tes that didn’t make the cut. (And 
m as pleasantly surprised as anyone 
see how many Canadian movies 
fe represented.) 


iller of Sheep 

5 meant as no slight to today's film- 
akers that my favourite movie of the 
ar was actually completed in 1977— 
Ss just that the thing was never really 
leased until now. Charles Burnett’s 
ayful, funny, restlessly inventive, 
iribly sad and socially pointed ultra 
w budget debut follows an insomni- 
abattoir labourer and his family 
id friends eking out some kind of a 
in ramshackle, all-black east LA. A 
it of Shaggy miracle, buoyed on by 
ngularly off-kilter camerawork, raw 
it nuanced and effortlessly charming 
erformances and one of the most 
king soundtracks in movie history. 


diac / No Country For Old Men 
distic killers roam free—and now 
ntinue to linger in the minds of 
mgoers—in David Fincher’s best 
ovie yet and the Coen brothers’ best 
years. Both films tell their stories 
h menacing precision, stark 
ae a chilling use of sound. 
en they go pleasingly off the 
S with regards to traditional narra- 
in their final acts, these films 
ain utterly compelling. If there's 
y figure from last year’s movies 
epier than Javier Bardem, it could 
ly be the shadow figure we never 
ite pin down in the obsessive night- 


] 
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mare at the heart of Fincher’s dis- 
course on perpetual disquiet and 
unanswered questions. 


Pan’s Labyrinth / Children of Men 
The bloody purgatory of Franco's 
Spain enveloped the subterranean 
magic in Guillermo Del Toro’s politi- 
cally charged fairy tale, while the 
dystopian despair of a sterile, chaotic 
near-future fuelled a frantic race to 
potentially mythical stateless ship of 
hope in Alfonso Cuaron’s superb sci-fi 
thriller, Featuring memorable, moving 
lead performances from Ivana Baque- 
to and Clive Owen, respectively, these 
are two landmark works by Mexico's 
finest internationally employed film- 
makers. 


Eastern Promises 

Plunging viewers into the Russian 
émigré underworld of contemporary 
London, Steven Knight's script is a fit- 
ting follow-up to Dirty Pretty Things, 
sinuously conveying the tension 
between the dictates of tribe and 
adopted culture. Likewise, Eastern 
Promises marks another entry into 
David Cronenberg’s classicist thriller 
period, and one every bit as elegantly 
controlled and bracingly unnerving as 
either Spider or A History of Violence. 
And lastly, Viggo Mortensen proves 
himself an ideal Cronenbergian alter 
ego: intelligent, body conscious, mer- 
curial and always on the verge of 
some strange transfiguration. 


Inland Empire / Brand Upon the 
Brain! 

David Lynch goes digital! Laura Dern 
goes doppelganger! Guy Maddin goes 
bananas! Again! These masters of 
imagery, both perversely persuasive 
and unapologetically personal, offered 
bold new works characterized by 
experimentation with technology old 
and new. The former is an even more 
Oneiric submersion into the sinister 
and duplicitous Hollywood of Mulhol- 
land Dr, the latter a delirious spin on 
the merrily demented Winnipegger’s 
autobiography involving orphans, 
inventions, hot teenage detectives 
and paint—lots and lots of paint. 


Lady Chatterley 

Based on an earlier draft of DH 
Lawrence's scandalous 1928 novel, 
Pascale Ferran’s Chatterley certainly 
trumps all earlier attempts at adapt- 
ing Lawrence's tale of corporeal and 
class liberation. Pleasurably lan- 
guorous in its unravelling, Ferran’s 
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jal killers, sex, brains and 
ends: the best of film in 2007 


approach accounts for a broad spec- 
trum of the sensuality and natural 
atonement Lawrence was champi- 
oning. Landscape, seasons, weather 
and time; phallic, intricate flora: 
measured sexual exploration; a care- 
ful recognition of how closely envi- 
ronmental and _ spiritual 
disintegration are linked: all of these 
elements are woven into the mix 
here in what is a surprisingly 
absorbing two-and-a-half-hours of 
period adultery and unadulterated 
splendour in the grass. 


Away From Her / The Diving Bell 
and the Butterfly 

The enigmatic love interest/antago- 
nist in Sarah Polley’s preternaturally 
assured directorial debut may be 
losing her memories, but in the 
case of the paralyzed protagonist of 
painter/filmmaker Julian Schnabel’s 
tremendously affecting, colourful 
and formally beguiling third feature, 
based on Jean-Dominique Bauby’s 
memoir, memories are virtually all 
he has left. Okay, that and the abili- 
ty to blink one eye, his sole form of 
communicating with the world and 
ultimately authoring an entire book 
by the most painstaking form of dic- 
tation imaginable. Both of these 
films address some of the most hor- 
rifying curve balls life can throw at 
us, but they do so with such com- 
passion, imagination, and even 
mystery, that they inflict as much 
wonder as they do sadness. They 
also share some striking images of 
snow. 


Old Joy 

Two estranged friends reconnect for a 
night of camping and day-hike to a 
hot spring: that’s about it for plot, yet 
what reveries bubble up from the for- 
titude of atmosphere in Kelly 
Reichardt's lovely little film about 
passing through, connection and 
betrayal. It’s only 76 minutes long, 
distinguished by a dearth of narrative 
events and feels utterly out of time, an 
accumulation of details and feelings 
more than a story. Yet I don’t think 
there's a single moment that doesn’t 
hold the glow from the filaments at 
the film’s core. 


For reasons too intricate and, well, 
nerdy, to mention here, those are the 
titles I wanted to highlight as we close 
2007. But I could have just as easily 
trumpeted the accomplishments of 
the following movies: Factotum, Res- 
cue Dawn, The Host, Iraq in Fragments, 
The Wind That Shakes the Barley, Mar- 
got at the Wedding, Black Book, The 
Darjeeling Limited. w 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING JAN 3. 2008 


6. Bruce Springsteen - Magic (columbia) 


1, Corb Lund —Horse Soldier! Horse Soldier! (stony plain) 
2. Robert Plant & Alison Krauss — Raising Sound (rounder) 
3. Iron & Wine - The Shepherds Dog (sub pop) 

4. Sam Baker — Pretty World (sam baker) 

5 Neil Young—Chrome Dreams 2 (reprise) 


7, Mary Gauthier - Between Daylight And Dark (lost highway) 
8. Compadres — Buddy Where You Been? (compadres) 


9. Ween —La Cucaracha (chocodog) 

10. The Weakerthans — Reunion Tour (anti) 
11. Sigur Ros —Hvart (x!) 

12. M.LA. — Kala (xi) 


13. Stars - In Our Bedroom After The War (arts & crafts) 
14. Steve Earle - Washington Square Serenade (new west) 


15. The Sadies - New Seasons (outside) 


16. Samantha Schultz ~ Both Sides (samantha schultz) 


17. Buck 65 - Situation (wamer) 


18. Mark Knopfler — Kill To Get Crimson (mercury) 


19. Chip Taylor & Carrie Rodriquez — Live From The Ruhr Triennale (trainwreck) 


20. Eddie Vedder — Into The Wild ( records) 


21. Sharon Jones & The Dap Kings ~ 100 Days 100 Nights (daptone) 


22. Dion— Son Of Skip James (the orchard) 


28. Bettye LaVette - The Scene Of The Crime (anti) 
24, Pinback - Autumn Of The Seraphs (touch & go) 


25. Cuff The Duke - Sidelines Of The City (hardwood) 


26. New Pomographers — Challengers (last gang) 
27. Shuyler Jansen — Today's Remains {black hen) 


28. O.S.T. -I'm Not There (columbia) 


29. High On Fire - Death Is This Communion (relapse) 


30. Underworld — Oblivion With Bells (side one) 


HI-TEK 


HI-TEKNOLOGY 3 


The legendary procucer 


returns with the third 
installment in the 
Hi-Teknology series 


Featuring Ghostface, Little 
thd Donel & Young Buck. 
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| Just in case you didn't make it to theatres, the best of DVD 
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BRIAN GIBSON’S TOP 5 FIRST-RUN 
DVDS 


VDs are offering up more of 
D:= hidden gems, from 

docs or features that only 
opened in the big markets—like Karen 
Moncrieff’s powerful The Dead Girl— 
to little films hoping to make a big 
splash on your small screen. Here's 
my best of the films that only came to 
town on disc: 

(Special Mention: Spike Lee's 
When The Levees Broke dredges up 
some astounding facts and scathingly 
chronicles how New Orleans’ poor 
were swallowed up by rising waters 
that were nearly as filthy as the gov- 
ernment and engineering incompe- 
tence which ripped through town.) 


No End in Sight and The Prisoner, 


“THE ORPHANAGE 


= (DVDS 


or How I Planned To Kill Tony 
Blair 

An interview-based exposé of the 
incredibly naive, top-down, disorgan- 
ized US policy for the occupation of 
Iraq. The American forces’ first sham- 
bolic weeks in the country jumpstart- 
ed the insurgency, director Charles 
Ferguson convincingly argues; the 
disc includes more than an hour of 
extras. The occupiers’ terrorizing is 
exemplified by the mistaken arrest 
and imprisonment—in Abu Ghraib—of 
journalist Yunis Abbas, who tells his 
harrowing story in Michael Tucker 
and Petra Epperlein’s inventive doc 
(which even uses animation). An 
enraging story, just one of thousands. 


Blood Tea & Red String 


THIS YEAR'S 


PAN’S LABYRINTH.’ 


JOF UTICHL IGN.COM 


CARY, SUPERB ORPHANAGE.” 


RICHARD CORLISS AND MARY CORLISS, TIME MAGAZINE 
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CHRGSTAL 
FILMS 
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A jewel of laborious, stop-motion ani- 
mation, San Francisco artist Chris- 
tiane Cegavske's fable is like a 
delightfully macabre standoff between 
Edgar Allan Poe and Beatrix Potter. 
Plasticine characters and papery 
backgrounds awaken in a quest story 
about creation and destruction, as the 
pig-eared crow Creatures Who Dwell 
Under The Oak journey to retrieve a 
red string-stitched doll from a group 
of blood tea-drinking Mice. Offbeat, 
darkly fantastic and utterly original. 
Extras include sketches and water- 
colours—from Cegavske’s 13 years of 
work leading up to the film—along 
with pictures of the set. 


The Devil Came On Horseback 
Annie Sundberg and Ricki Stern's doc 
about Brian Steidle’s time in Darfur as 
an observer with the African Union is 
devastating but must-see for the stark, 
brutal images alone. After a century 
that saw more than a dozen geno- 
cides, humans should never be treated 
this way again. A documentary that 
demands we not look away, for 
observing is the very least we can do. 


THE BRIDGE 


Eric Steel's film is an eerie piece about 
the Golden Gate's deathly hold on sui- 
cidal people's imagination. In any other 
film, the actual footage of jumpers 
would seem disgustingly exploitative, 
but this doc carefully circles the 
bereaved's anger, resignation,and won- 
dering, even including a survivor's 
incredible, painful story. An unforget- 
table look out over depression, grief 
and loss. The extras include engrossing 
interviews with director and crew. 


This Is England 

The masterpiece of a rising director's 
already bright career. A bracing 
study—full of hollow swagger, grow- 
ing sadness and youthful naiveté—of 
how racism tainted skinhead culture 
in Thatcher's England, enriched by 
warm characterization and effortless 
performances. There are even 
glimpses of Meadows’ usual humour 
in young Shaun’s shy but earnest 
romance with Smell, including one of 
cinema's coarsest yet sweetest invita- 
tions to third base. A slew of extras, 
including commentary, short inter- 
views, deleted scenes and two con- 
text-rich essays, make this DVD a 
must-see, if not a must-own. 


JOSEF BRAUN'S TOP 5 REISSUED DVDS 


t ain’t easy deciding which DVDs of 
J: deserve the most applause. It’s 

hard enough choosing the best 
movies made in any one year; with 
DVDs you're choosing between a 
diverse selection of films fished out 
from the great stream of cinema histo- 
ry. Aside from the essential merits of 
the films in question, my choices came 
down to which packages offered the 
most fun, surprise or insight. 

Spanish filmmaker Carlos Saura’s 
Cria Cuervos ... (1976), made in the 
twilight of Franco's reign, begins with 
a military man’s death rattle and 
traces the development of his eight- 
year-old orphan Ana (Ana Torrent, 
giving one of the great child perform- 


ances). Seductive and melancholic, 
Saura’s perspective is rigorously 
aligned with that of the deeply morbid 
Ana’s and her world of housebound 
women, guns and ghosts. The entire 
film operates in this blurred frontier 
between memory, fantasy and reality, 
yet it also springs to life in scenes like 
the one where the sisters dress up 
and dance to the insanely catchy 
“Porque te vas." Criterion's two-disc 
set features a documentary on Saura 
and interviews with Torrent and co- 
star Geraldine Chaplin. 

A recent subject of this column and’ 
celebrated elsewhere in this very 
issue, Killer of Sheep: The Charles 
Burnett Collection probably doesn’t 
need more ink, but that doesn’t 
change the fact that this two-disc set 
is one of the undeniable gems of 
2007. Besides the titular 1977 film 
about Afro-American family life in 
East LA, Milestone's package also fea- 
tures Burnett's director's cut of My 
Brother’s Wedding (1983), four of his 
shorts, a commentary track and an 
essay by Armond White. 

Criterion’s Chris Marker double- 
header La Jetée/Sans Soleil is one 
of the great releases of the year firstly 
because both films are absolutely 
canonical and deserve the widest 
audience possible. Ingeniously com- 
prised of still images and a richly 
evocative soundtrack, the 28-minute 
La Jetée (1962) is most famous for 
being the inspiration for 12 Monkeys, 
but this post-apocalyptic tale of time 
travel, memory and obsession is truly 
unlike anything else in movies. Sans 
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Soleil (1983) is likewise a documen 
tary like no other, a hypnotic global 
travelogue structured around the 
poetic association of memories, cor 
respondence and images. Thé 
famously reclusive Marker isn't any 
where on the disc's wealth of special 
features, but he does turn up in the 
accompanying book, supplying 
among other things, brief thoughts 0! 
the inspirations behind both films 
with a special nod to Vertigo. 

For sheer bang for your buck, you 
can’t beat Warner’s Film Noir Vol 4. 
It's ten crime classics include Nicholas 
Ray’s They Live by Night (1948), \' 
perverse poverty row marvel Devi) 
(1946) and Andre De Toth’s LA proc? 
dural Crime Wave (1954), featuring 4 
supremely entertaining comments!) 
from crime novelist and obsessiV¢ 
Angelino James Ellroy. 

My final pick is actually two discs 
by the same director released simul' 
neously last September. Criterion: 
Stranger Than Paradise (1983) 3" 
Night on Earth (1991) mark tw4 
major deadpan comic highlights !ro" 
indie auteur Jim Jarmusch, the fils 
being his breakthrough cult hit abo! 
NYC hipsters hitting the road wit) 
youthful Hungarian tourist, the se“ 
ond his most structurally ambitiou 
film, featuring playful and even mo! 
ing interactions in taxi cabs all ov’ 
the world. Special features includ 
Jarmusch’s debut Permanent vaca 
(1980) and a smart and frequent! 
hilarious audio-only Q&A, with Ja! 
musch responding to questions s¢" 


in by fans. v - 


iw that they have a chance to 
two more films by the otherwise 
obscure director. A Zed and Two 
ract (1982) are two very dif- 
grant res that are equally wicked 
d absurd. 
like a goofier, lighter version of 
ronenberg’s Crash. Twin brothers 
Oswald and Oliver Deuce (off-screen 
brothe but not twins—Brian and Eric 
Deacon) are zoologists whose wives die 
in the same swan-smashing car driven by 
Alba Bewick (Andréa Ferréol). Alba loses 
a \eg, but gets two boyfriends out of the 
ordeal. The tortured brothers find a 
ange coping mechanism in having sex 
ih Alba (sometimes concurrently) and 
atching things decay. Their obsession 
ith watching pieces of life break down 
tarts innocently with an apple, but soon 
quires bigger and more mammalian 
rganisms like Dalmatians and zebras. 
The time-lapsed decays are wonderful- 
ly crude and disgusting. Any other music 
ould make the sequences appropriately 
horrific, but Michael Nyman’s galloping 
ymphony (also prevelant in The Draghts- 
jan’ Contract) turns it into pure comedy, 
lo doubt, Greenaway finds humor in the 
trangest places, and his nefarious 
pproach to human misery could have 
jerved as the inspiration for the films of 
fadd Solondz. 
The visual style of Zed is like a harbin- 
er to Wes Anderson and the new wave 
of Anderson clones. Wide, straight-on 
ots by a mostly immobile camera cap- 
re the awkwardness between the char- 
ters struggling to be in the same room 
is each other. Many of the sets and light- 
ing set-ups of Greenaway's comedy are 
oggy or completely unknowable. There 
8 times when the location and circum- 
lances are unascertainable. The charac- 
rs rarely account for their actual 
ptives, and when they do, it sounds 
onky and forced, so the movie really 
orks best in bizarre-o-land. Even though 
ambiguity offers little catharsis, it is a 
hovie you watch to the end out of sheer 
sure of being dumbfounded. 
The Draughtsman's Contract is a more 
ecessible film, but barely. It’s a 17th cen- 
period piece about an English estate 
d by Mr Herbert (Dave Hill), who 
for two weeks, giving his wife just 
ough time to surprise him with the gift 
ff self-indulgent art. Knowing her hus- 
d is obsessed with his glorious home, 
irs Herbert (Janet Suzman) hires a 
bmpous artist, Mr Neville (Anthony Hig- 
ins) to draw 12 portraits of the estate for 
husband. But in the contract's not-so- 
print, Mrs Herbert is required to pro- 
de any private favours Mr Neville 
quires. Soon, her married daughter, Mrs 
Imann (Anne-Louise Lambert) has a 
xy contract of her own with Mr Neville. 
nd if that’s not enough contracts and 
isters and missuses, there’s.also Mr 
byes (Neil Cunningham), the contract- 
Writer, who sees blackmail written all 
ver the place. (Oh, and there's also a 
ing, sneaking up on people and piss- 
on the lawn.) 


Contract appears like it could go just 
out anywhere, but what it becomes is 
old-fashioned murder mystery—like 
vue meets The Red Shoe Diaries. Sev- 
fed from an unseen four-hour-long cut, 
'S 110 minute version offers very few 
for solving the mystery, but look 


(1985) and The Draughts-— 


Fl 


FRI, JAN Y 4-THU, JANUAR 


All showtimes are sublect to change at 
ny time, Please contact theatre to con- 
fm. 

CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


2094 Connaught Dr, Jesper, 052-4749 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Fri, Sat 7:00, 9:10; Sun-Thu 8:00; Sat, 
Sun 1:30 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 

Fi, Sat 6:50, 9:10; Sun-Wed 8:00; Sat, 
Sun 1:30 


THE DARJEELING LIMITED (1 
Film Club Night: Thu, Jan. 10 Shed 


CINEMA AT THE CENTRE 


Fri, Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:45, 7:05, 9:30; Sat 
1:50, 4:45, 7:05, 9:30, 11:35 

FRED CLAUS (PG) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 2:00, 4:35, 7:10, 9:35; Sat 
2:00, 4:35, 7:10, 9:35, 12: 
AMERICAN 1 

Fri-Sat 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00; Sun-Thu 
1:00, 4:15, 7:40 

BEE MOVIE () 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:10, 3:10, 5:05, 7:15, 
ce 1:10, 3:10, 5:05, 7:15, 9:15, 


Fn, Thu 1:55, 4:50, 7:35, 10:00; 
Sat 1:55, 4:50, 7:35, 10:00, 12:20 


GAME PLAN (G) 
Sun-Thu 1:20, 4:05, 6:50, 9:20; Sat 
1:20, 4:05, 6:50, 9:20, 11:40 


ACROSS THE UNIVERSE (PG, not 
recommended for chiidren) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:15, 4:10, 6:55, 9:35; Sat 
1:15, 4:10, 6:55, 9:35, 12:05 


Fri, Sun-Thu 2:05, 4:15, 6:45, 9:10; Sat 
2:05, 4:15, 6:45, 9:10, 11:25 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 
‘14831 137th Aven, 720-9908 
ONE MISSED CALL (144A, frightening 


Daily 2:10, 5:00, 8:10, 10:30 
Tee 
u Scenes) 

Hany f2240, 9-00, 5:20, 8:00, 1035 
THE WATER HORSE: LEQEND OF 


Daly 1250, 840, 6:40, 9:20 


WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX 
STORY (14A, sexual content, nudity, 


Seo 
Fri, Sun-Thu 2:00, 5:20, 7:50, 10:15; 


Sat 5:20, 7:50, 10:15 
CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR 
Sarin Dany 180, 490 fo 10:05 


SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON 
BARBER OF FLEET STREST (184, 


Boxy 1:15, 3:50, 7:10, 10:10 
NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 


Re pesos aly 1:10, 4:15, 7:20, 9:30, 


LOVE YOU (PG, coarse language) 
Baty 120, 4:10, 705, 10:00 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS 
Baya, 200 800, O88 SI 


JUNO (14A, coarse language, mature 
No pesos. Dady 1:40, 4:20, 7:15, 8:45 


LEGEND (144, tcenes) 
Deby 1250, 220, 8107-40, 1020 
ATONEMENT (144, coarse language, 
mature themes) 


P P 
‘$ Ay } fee: of 


M LISTINGS kes 


Daily 1:00, 3:45, 6:50, 9:50 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Dally 1:30, 4:00, 7:00 


METROPOLITAN OPERA: ROMEO 
=e el (Classification not avail- 


Sat 11:00 am 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 
1825-99 St, 496-8595 
ONE MISSED CALL (14A, frightening 
scenes) 
Dally 12:30, 3:00, 5:30, 8:00, 10:30 


ALIENS VS. PREDATOR: REQUIEM 
(184, gory scenes) 
Dally 12:50, 3:20, 5:40, 8:15, 10:45 


THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF 
THE DEEP (PG) 

Daily 1:15, 3:50, 6:30, 9:10 

WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX 
STORY (14A, sexual content, nudity, 
substance abuse) 

Dally 12:20, 2:50, 6:20, 8:10, 10:45 


CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (144, 
coarse 
No passes, Daily 1:30, 4:10, 7:10, 9:40 


SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON 
BARBER OF FLEET STREET (184, 


Baiy 1:80, 4 

1:50, 4:50, 7:50, 10:40 
NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Dally 12:00, 2:10, 4:30, 6:50, 9:15 


No passes. Fri, Sun-Thu 12:10, 2:40, 
§:10, 7:40, 10:10; Sat 12:15, 2:40, 
§:10, 7:40, 10:10 


THE KITE RUNNER (14A, disturbing 
Dally 12:40, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30 

1AM LEGEND (1 Nanaia scares} 
Daily 12:15, Bas ois 245, 11 
ATONEMENT (144, coarse language, 


mature 
Dally 1:10, 4:00, 7:00, 9:50 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vic- 
jence, not recommended for young chil- 


dren) 
Dally 1:40, 4:40, 7:20, 10:00 


sbie) 
Sat 11:00 am 


(aha-170 &, 444 18d 
WELCOME (Hind W/E.S.T,, 
Fri-Sun 12:30, 4:20, 8:30; Mon- 
8:30 
TAARE ZAMEEN PAR (Hind W/E.S.T., 
Preun 12:00, 4:00, 8:00; Mon-Thu 
8:00 


GHIRISTMAS IN WONDERLAND (PG) 
Fri-Sun 12:10, 2:20, 4:50, 7:10, 9:20; 
Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:20 


EMPORIA 
Fri-Sun aed 245, 5:00, 7:15; Mon- 
Thu 7:15 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
Doby Stars Dota 12:30, 3 

6:45, 9:50 DAE 820, 
SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON 

BARBER OF FLEET STREET (18), 
Poly Stee Digtal 12:35, 3:20, 
6:50, 9:40 Banas a0, 


ieee. WAR (14A, 
coarse jUage) 
DTS Digital Daily 1:20, 4:10, 7:00, 9:20 


ENCHANTED (G) 

DTS Digital Dally 1:20, 4:20 

ALIENS VS. PREDATOR: REQUIEM 

(18A, gory scenes) 

DTS Digital Dally 1:40, 4:30, 7:20, 10:05 

WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX 

STORY (14A, sexual content, nudity, 

substance abuse) 

DTS Digital Daily 7:20, 10:10 

1 AM LEGEND (14A, fright scenes) 

DTS Digtal Daly 1:10, 400, 7010, 10.00 

P.S. | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse language) 

OTS Digital Daily 12:50, 3:45, 6:30, 9:15 
4211-139 Ave. 472-7600 

THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 

aay not recommended for young chil- 

Fri-Sun 1:30, 4:05, 6:35, 9:10; Mon-Thu 

4:05, 6:35, 9:10 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Fri-Sun 1:20, 4:25, 7:00, 9:30; Mon-Thu 


4:25, 7:00, 9:30 

1AM LEGEND (14A, scenes) 
Fri-Sun 2:00, 4:50, 7:15, 9:50; Thu 
4:50, 7:15, 9:50 

ALVIN AND THE 


CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Fri-Sun 12:30, 2:40, 5:00, 7:10, 9:25; 
Mon-Thu 5:00, 7:10, 9:25 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PC) 

Fri-Sun 12:40, 3:50, 6:45, 9:35; Mon- 
Thu 3:50, 6:45, 9:35 

CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (14A, 
cones angers) 

Fri-Sun 1:50, 4:20, 7:20, 9:55; Mon-Thu 
4:20, 7:20, 9:55 

P.B. | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse language) 
No 

FrtSun 12:50, 4;00, 6:50, 9:40; Mon- 
Thu 4:00, 6:50, 9:40 
breads REQUIEM 

1 scenes) 

freee%o, 4:40, 7:25, 10:00; Mon- 
Thu 4:40, 7:25, 10:00 

THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF 
THE DEEP (PG) 

Fri-Sun 1:00, 4:10, 6:40, 9:20; Mon-Thu 
4:10, 6:40, 9:20 

ONE MISGED CALL (14A, frightening 


Fri-Sun 12:35, 2:50, 5:10, 7:30, 9:45; 
Mon-Thu 5:10, 7:30, 9:45 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 
(2289 fteneeed Drive, 414-019 
Date of lesus only: Thu, Jen 3 


CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (14A, 
Coarse language) 

No Fri-Sun 12:20, 4:15, 7:20, 
10:06; Mon-Thu 7:20, 10:06 


SECRETS 
‘No Se Eran 12:10, 4:10, 7:10, 
10:10; Mon-Thu 7:10, 10:10 


ALYIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Fri-Sun 12:00, 2:30, 4:50, 7:25, 9:40; 
Mon-Thu 7:25, 9:40 


Le ap Ae Ao Fl 
Fri-Sun 12:30, 3:30, 7:00, 9:50; Mon- 
Thu 7:00, 9:50 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young chi- 


Fri-Sun 1:00, 4:00, 7:15, 10:00; Mon- 
Thu 7:15, 10:00 


3 


Fri-Sun 12:50, Bo, 7:05, 9:55; Mon- 
Thu 7:05, 9-55 


ALIENS V8. PREDATOR: REQUIEM 


free ho, 4:30, 7:30, 10:20; Mon- 
Thu 7:30, 10:20 


Pha 


Thu 6:45, 9:30 


Le CARNEAU 


9712-108 St, 433-0725 
JUNO (14A, coarse language, mature 
themes) 


) 
Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat-Sun 2:00 


| SGRANDINTHEATRE | THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave. St, 
Albert, 458-9822 


THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF 
THE DEEP (PG) 

No passes, Dally 12:45, 3:00, 5:10, 
7:20, 9:30 


WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX 
STORY (144, saxual content, nudity, 
Substance abuse) 

Dally 3:15, 9:25 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Dally 1:05, 5:20, 7:25 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Dally 12:65 2:56 4:55 6:55 8:55 


1AM LEGEND (144, scenes) 
Dally 1:40, 3:40, 40, ao BO : 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 
No passes. Daily 1:15, 4:05, 6:45, 9:15 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 
920148 Ave, Camrose, 780-908-2144 
NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 
Dally 7:05 9:20; Sat Sun 2:00 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Daily 7:20, 9:10; Sat Sun 2:20 


WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Daily 7:05; Sat Sun 2:05 


(PG) 
Dally 7:10 9:20; Sat Sun 2:10 


1 AM LEGEND (144A, frightening scenes) 
Dally 7:15, 9:15; Sat Sun 2:15 


LEDUC CINEMAS 


TNR 3A 
Dally matiness until Jen. 9 


1AM LEGEND (14A, frightening scenes) 
Daily 7:00, cas Sato 1:00, 3:25 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Sat Sun 12:55, 3:20 


SECRETS (PG) 
Dally 6:55, 9:30; Set Sun 12:55, 3:30 
ALIENS V8. PREDATOR: REQUIEM 


fon fie, 9:36; Set Sun 1:10, 3:36 


CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (144, 
Deby 6:55, 0.20 


METRO CINEMA 


THE DRAUGHTEMAN’S CONTRACT 


§ 7:00, Sat 9:15, Sun 7:00, Mon 9:15 


A ZED AND TWO NOUGHTS (STC) 
Fri 9:15, Sat 7:00, Sun 9:15, Mon 7:00 


PARKLAND CINEMA 7 


Lf ln ne aia 
Cee aaa ee tee 


CHARLIE WALSON'S WAR (144, 
coarse 

Daily 7:15, Sat Sun Tue 1:05, 3:15 
BS. LEO YOU PG. comes lence) 
Daily 7:25, 9:45; Sat Sun Tue 1:15, 3» 
NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
Baby 7:10, ba Sat Sn Tm 12:50, 


m 
SESSESSSSSS SESE BSS 


Daily 9:10 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS () 
pat 7:00, 9:00; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:00, 


1AM LEGEND (144, frightening scenes) 
Dae 7:20, 9:25; Sat, Sun Tue 7:10, : 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Daily 6:50; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:20, 3:30 


ES EPRINGESSIT, i Tiage| 
10357-82 Ave. 433-0728 


DIVING BELL AND THE BUTTERFLY 
(PG, mature themes, nudity) 

Dally 7:00, 9:20; Sat, Sun 2:00; bo 7:00 
show on Wed, Jan. 9 


KITE RUNNER (14A, disturbing con- 
tent) 
Daily 6:50, 9:15; Sat, Sun 1:00 


INTO THE WILD (144) 
Sat, Sun only 3:30 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 
WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 

ONE MISSED CALL (14A, frightening 
scenes) 
Dally 1:20, 4:10, 7:30, 9:50 
ALIENS VS. PREDATOR: REQUIEM 
(18A, gory scenes) 
Daily 12:10, 3:50, 7:40, 10:30 
THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF 


THE DEEP (PG) 
Daily 12:40, 3:50, 6:50, 9:50 
WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX 


STORY (14A, sexual content, nudity, 
substance 


abuse) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:30, 4:40, 7:50, 10:20; 
Sat 4:40, 7:50, 10:20 


CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (PG) 
No passes. Dally 1;10, 4:00, 7:10, 9:40 


SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON 
BARBER OF FLEET STREET (184, 


dpe 
12:45, 4:15, 7:20, 10:10 
NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
No pases, Day 12:30, 3:45, 7:15, 

:30, 3:45, 7:15, 
9:45, 10:25 
ALYIN AND THE CHIPMUNIKS (G) 
Dally 12:55, 3:50, 6:45, 9:30 
JUNO (14A, coarse language, mature 


themes) 
No passes. Daily 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00 


1 AM LEGEND (144A, frightening scenes) 
Dally 12:25, ray 6:40, 9:35 


| Ald LEGEND: THE MAX 
EXPERIENCE (144A, frightening 
Fri-Sat 11:45 am, 2:30, 5:15, 8:00, 
10:45; Sun-Thu 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:45 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vic- 
lence, not recommended for young chi- 


FivTue, Thu 12:50, 4:20, 7:25, 10:15; 
Wed 12:50, 4:20, 10:15 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Dally 12:20, 3:20, 7:05 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (144, 
coarse 

Dolby Stereo Fri, Mon-Thu 7:05, 
9-30; Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:30, 7:05, 9:30 


ALYIN AND THE CHEPMUNICS (G) 
Dolby Stereo Fri, Mon-Thu 6:55, 
9:10; Sat-Sun 12:45, 3:10, 6-55, 9:10 


ONE MISSED CALL (14A, frightening 
scenes) 

DTS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:40; 
Sat-Sun 1:15, 3:40, 7:15, 9:40 

THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vic- 
lence, not recommended for young chi- 


DTS Digi Fi, Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:20; 
Sat-Sun 12:55, 3.20, 6:45, 9:20 


WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 
Tae 2aes 
Dally matiness undl Jan. 9 


1 AM LIBQEND (14A, tightening scenes) 
Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat Sun 1:00, 3:25 


ALYIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Sat Sun 12:55, 3:20 


THE BEE MOVIE (G) 
Dally 6:50, 925; Sat Sun 12:50, 3:25 
NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 


Daily 7:10, &. Sat Sun 1:10, 3:35 


NO 7:00PM SHOW 
paso JANUARY 9TH 


THE KITE RUNNER 
NIGHTLY 6:50 & 9:15 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 1:00 PM 


RATED 144 OSTURRING CONTENT 
‘VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


“INTO THE WILD 


SAT& SUN MATINEE ONLY 3:30 PM 
RATED 14k 


VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


NIGHTLY 7:00 & 9:20 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 200 PM 


RATED: PO. MATURE THEMES, NUDITY 
VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


GEMACHT | paisinis 


FRIDAY . SUNDAY 7PM FRIDAY « SUNDAY 19:15PM 
SATURDAY: MONDAY 9.15PM ! SATURDAY. MONDAY «7PM 
SUNPAY MATINEE DOUBLE BILL! 

SUPERBAD: Tri 


PLUS DAFT PUNK’S 


ELECTROMA, (i 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information. call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 


Metro operates vath the support of 


oun ot alae 


AY 


THE DIVING BELL AND THE BUTTERFLY | 


: ae 
: 


CAPSULES 


OPENING THIS WEEK 


THE DIVING-BELL AND THE BUTTERFLY 
DIRECTED BY JULIAN SCHNABEL 

WRITTEN BY JEAN-DOMINIQUE BAUBY, RONALD HARWODD 
STARRING MATHIEU AMALAIC, EMMANUELLE SEIGNER, 
ANNE CONSIGHY 

wk Ik 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 

In France, in March 1997, a slim book 
appeared, its mere publication extraordi- 
nary, the mark of a small triumph writ 
large. The author composed it by blinking 
the only body part he could move—tis left 
eye—the instant his amanuensis reached 
the next letter he had in mind, according to 
the special alphabet (ordered by frequency 
of use) she called out. 

The challenge, then, for auteur Julian 
Schnabel (Before Night Falls) and screen- 
writer Ronald Harwood (The Pianist), was 
how to transcribe, for the screen, the 
plight of a 43-year-old, stroke-felled Elle 
editor suffering from Locked-In Syndrome 
in a hospital bed. 

The camera is the filmmaker's pen, and 
The Diving-Bell and the Butterfly 
writes magnificently with its one eye. 
After the credits open over shadowy x- 
rays, the movie begins with Jean- 
Dominique Bauby’s halting, cyclopean 


JUNO 


NIGHTLY 7:00 & 9:00 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 2:00PM 


RATED 144 COARSE LANGUAGE, MATURE THEMES 
VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


look at his new world. It's a gauzy, filmy 
view: streaky light, watery-blue walls, 
blowing curtains. Life is envisioned as 
perilously, fantastically fragile, as won- 
drously flimsy as celluloid. Pictures and 
memories and faces flicker over Bauby's 
retina, now looking back at us, or into us, 
and then, when he decides not to give up 
hope, the camera at last pulls back, 
widening the horizons, but it also plunges 
deeper into the mind's eye. 

Bauby (Mathieu Amalric), his face 
torqued, right eye sewn shut, left eye 
bulging, imagines the hospital's royal 
patroness swishing through the halls, 
imagines himself skiing or as handsome 
as a young Brando. When his thoughts. 
aren't flitting about like a butterfly, free 
from the cocoon of his body, he feels him- 
self stuck in a diving-suit, descending 
helplessly on a cord into the deep. 
Bauby’s fogs of fancy wind through the 
corridors of the film so that even weaker 
scenes—a memory of a visit to kitschy, 
saint-selling Lourdes—somehow work. 

The adaptation is more melancholy 
and drifting than the book, in that respect 
more like a sequel to Bauby’s tautly 
episodic memoir. Some details have been 
changed and dramatic tweaks made. But 
much of Bauby’'s gallows humour—he 
even plays Hangman with his children— 
lives on here. Schnabel effortlessly slips 
imprisonment motifs—a lighthouse, a 
paralyzed character in a Dumas novel, a 
friend held hostage in Beirut, Bauby’s 
shut-in father (a deeply affecting perform- 
ance by Max von Sydow)—among his 
own arty touches (an ice shelf falling, 
urgent pop songs). The immense feeling 
of Bauby’s loss of himself, and his 
astounding will to distill and blink out his 


trapped thoughts, linger on. 

Always, too, there is the camera, 
Bauby’s roaming eye. It seems restless, 
supple, never even level, yet the effect | 
isn’t dizzying but dreamy and endlessly _ 


_ inquiring. Any tearful sentimentality is 


jerked away with sharp cuts, back to the 
harsh, stiff truth. The quester isn’t sympa- 
thetic, though his predicament is impossi 
bly moving. Bauby is no hero, his rakish 
ways, even irresponsibility, never glossed 
over. Sex and religion collide: he hope 
lessly lusts for the women who' bend 
down over him, their crosses dangling 
towards their cleavage. These women— 
especially Bauby’s long-suffering ex-wife 
Céline (Emmanuelle Seigner), translator 
Henriette (Marie-Josée Croze) and dicta 
tion-taker Claude Mendibil (Anne Con- 
signy)—tend to him but aren't just 
helpers, while the once-cavorting Bauby | 
can now only look on, impotent voyeur. 

These fascinating tensions—writing 
and looking, body and spirit, stillness and 
motion—surge Schnabel’s film along. In 
the end, the magnificence of Bauby’s 
accomplishment as an author is reflected, 
shimmering strangely, by a film that 
awakens a trapped life with the kind of 
poetry only the camera can write. 


PETER GREENAWAY RETROSPECTIVE 
FEATURING A ZED AND TWO NOUGHTS, 

THE ae SCONTRAGT 

METRO CINEMA 

FAL, JANA- MON, JAN 7 (7 PM & 8:15 PM) 

Ke 


OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 

Fans of British cult comedy The Cook, the 
Thief, His Wife & Her Lover by whimsical 
filmmaker Peter Greenaway will be elat- 


Tell Your Story. 


DOC SHO! 


— 9722 102 Street 
Edmonton, AB 


14 weeks 
starts Jan 16th 


ow that they have a chance to 
0 more films-by the otherwise 
Beiractor. A Zed and Two 
its (1985) and The Draughts-—~ 
Naugl “Co ct (1982) are two very dif- 
efitures that are equally wicked 
ly absurd. 
is like a goofier, lighter version of 
sronenberg’s Crash. Twin brothers 
jswald and Oliver Deuce (off-screen 
others—but not twins—Brian and Eric 
pacon) are zoologists whose wives die 
in the same Swan-smashing car driven by 
ba Bewick (Andréa Ferréol). Alba loses 
leg, but gets two boyfriends out of the 
deal. The tortured brothers find a 
strange coping mechanism in having sex 
jth Alba (sometimes concurrently) and 
tching things decay. Their obsession 
th watching pieces of life break down 
arts innocently with an apple, but soon 
quires bigger and more mammalian 
rganisms like Dalmatians and zebras. 
The time-lapsed decays are wonderful- 
crude and disgusting. Any other music 
yould make the sequences appropriately 
jorrific, but Michael Nyman’s galloping 
ymphony (also prevelant in The Draghts- 
nan’s Contract) turns it into pure comedy. 
Yo doubt, Greenaway finds humor in the 
strangest places, and his nefarious 
pproach to human misery could have 
erved as the inspiration for the films of 
odd Solondz. 
The visual style of Zed/is like a harbin- 
sr to Wes Anderson and the new wave 
Anderson clones. Wide, straight-on 
ots by a mostly immobile camera cap- 
e the awkwardness between the char- 
ers struggling to be in the same room 
s each other. Many of the sets and light- 
ig set-ups of Greenaway's comedy are 
oggy or completely unknowable. There 
8 times when the location and circum- 
ces are unascertainable. The charac- 
lers rarely account for their actual 
jotives, and when they do, it sounds 
jonky and forced, so the movie really 
works best in bizarre-o-land. Even though 
ambiguity offers little catharsis, it is a 
ovie you watch to the end out of sheer 
easure of being dumbfounded. 
The 's Contract is a more 
ecessible film, but barely. it’s a 17th cen- 
period piece about an English estate 
ed by Mr Herbert (Dave Hill), who 
es for two weeks, giving his wife just 
ough time to surprise him with the gift 
f self-indulgent art. Knowing her hus- 
ind is obsessed with his glorious home, 
Irs Herbert (Janet Suzman) hires a 
bmpous artist, Mr Neville (Anthony Hig- 
jins) to draw 12 portraits of the estate for 
husband. But in the contract's not-so- 
@ print, Mrs Herbert is required to pro- 
lide any private favours Mr Neville 
quires. Soon, her married daughter, Mrs 
Imann {Anne-Louise Lambert) has a 
y contract of her own with Mr Neville. 
nd if that's not enough contracts and 
prises and missuses, there's also Mr 
(Neil Cunningham), the contract- 
iter, who sees blackmail written all 
ver the place. (Oh, and there's also a 
schigvous statue of Hermes that enjoys 
g. sneaking up on people and piss- 
g on the lawn.) 
Contract appears like it could go just 
bout anywhere, but what it becomes is 
old-fashioned murder mystery—like 
blue meets The Red Shoe Diaries. Sev- 
fed from an unseen four-hour-long cut, 
iS 110 minute version offers very few 
ives for solving the mystery, but look 


id to 
bscur 


FILM LISTINGS ain A 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 
9094 Connauight Dr. Jasper, 852-4749 
ee omen 
ESSE 700, 9:10; Sun-Thu 8:00; Sat, 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 

Fri, Sat 6:50, 9:10; Sun-Wed 8:00; Sat, 
Sun 1:30 


THE DARJEELING LIMITED (14A) 
Film Club Night: Thu, Jan. 10 


CINEMA AT THE CENTRE 


‘Stanley A. Miliner Library Theatre. 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Square 498-7070 
THE SYRIAN BRIDE (G) 
Wed, Jan. 9 6:30pm; free; Arabic and 
Hebrew with English subtitles 


CINEMA CITY MOVIES 12 


Fri, Sun-Thu 1:10, 3:10, ep 7:15, 
9:15; Sat 1: 10, 3:10, 5:05, 7 215, 9:15, 


30 DAYS OF NIGHT (184, scenes) 
Be sau 4:30, 9:50; Sat 4:30, 9:50, 


i 
Bea 
EH 
igh & 


HEARTBREAK KID (184, sexual 


Thu 1:55, 4:50, 7:35, 10:00; 
55 50, 7:35, 10:00, 12:20 


a ae 


PLAN (G) 
Sun-Thu 1:20, at See 
1:20, 4:05, 6:50, 9:20, 11:40 
ACROSS THE UNIVERSE (PG, not 
recommended for chikdren) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:15, 4:10, 6:55, 9:35; Sat 
1:15, 4:10, 6:55, 9:35, 12:05 
EASTERN PROMISES (18A, gory 


Fri, Sun-Thu 2:05, 4:15, 6:45, 9:10; Sat 
2:05, 4:15, 6:45, 9:10, 11:25 


(14831 137th Arvemnep, 738-2998 
ONE MISSED CALL (14A, frightening 
scenes) 

Dally 2:10, 5:00, 8:10, 10:30 
Pore = a al a 
fey Peto" ac00, , 3:00, 5:30, 8:00, 10:35 
THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF 
THE DEEP 

Dally 12:50, 3:40, 6:40, 9:20 


WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX 
STORY (14A, sexual content, nudity, 
substance 


Fri, Sun-Thu 2:00, 5:20, 7:50, 10:15; 
Sat 5:20, 7:50, 10:15 

Mike teat ea\h BS 

No passes. Dally 1:50, 4:30, 10:05 


SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON 
einer de eihinal 


Bea Ties 1:15, 3:50, 7:10, 10:10 
NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 


< pees aly 1:10, 4:16, 7:20, 9:30, 


ce (PG, coarse language) 
cay 1:20, 4:10, 7:05, 10:00 


AND THE CHIPMUNKS {G) 
Dany 2220, 2-90, 4:40, 8:55, 8:1 
JUNO (14A, coarse language, mature 
themes) 

No passes. Daily 1:40, 4:20, 7:15, 9:45 


baw 120,280, 810 T4082 


ATONEMENT (14A, coarse languege, 
mature themes) 


PIS TIS, 


Daily 1:00, 3:45, 6:50, 9:50 
THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young chil- 


Fri-Tue, Thu 12:45, 3:30, 6:30, 9:10; 
Wed 12:45, 3:30, 9:10 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Dally 1:30, 4:00, 7:00 
METROPOLITAN OPERA: ROMEO 
a (Classification not avail- 
Sat 11:00 am 

CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 

1526-99 St. 496-8595 

ONE MISSED CALL (14A, frightening 
scenes) 
Daily 12:30, 3:00, 5:30, 8:00, 10:30 
ALIENS VS. PREDATOR: REQUIEM 
ew gory scenes) 

12:50, 3:20, 5:40, 8:15, 10:45 
THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF 


THE DEEP (PG) 

Daily 1:15, 3:50, 6:30, 9:10 

WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX 
STORY (14A, sexual content, nudity, 
substance abuse) 

Dally 12:20, 2:50, 5:20, 8:10, 10:45 


CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (144, 
coarse language) 
No passes, Daily 1:30, 4:10, 7:10, 9:40 


SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON 
BARBER OF FLEET STREET (184, 
ati 

1:50, 4:50, 7:50, 10:40 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 

No passes. Fri, Sun-Tue 12:00, 1:00, 
3:15, 4:15, 6:45, 7:30, 9:45, 10:30; Sat 
1:00, 3:15, 4:15, 6:45, 7:30, 9:45, 
10:30; Wed-Thu 12:00, 1:00, 3:15, 
4:15, 7:30, 9:45, 10:30 


P.S. | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 1:20, 4:20, 7:15, 10:15 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Dally 12:00, 2:10, 4:30, 6:50, 9:15 


JUNO (14A, coarse language, mature 
themes) 
No Fri, Sun-Thu 12:10, 2:40, 


6:10, 7:40, 10:10; Sat 12:15, 2:40, 
§:10, 7:40, 10:10 


THE KITE RUNNER (14, disturbing 
content) 

Dally 12:40, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30 

1AM LEGEND (14A, scenes) 
Dally 12:15, any 6:15, arch 70:20 
ATONEMENT (144, coarse language, 
mature 

Dally 1:10, 4:00, 7:00, 9:50 


dren) 
Daily 1:40, 4:40, 7:20, 10:00 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Dally 12:45, 3:40, 6:40, 9:20 
ET JULIETTE (Ciessification not avall- 


able) 
Sat 11:00 am 


CINEPLEX WEST MALL & 


(aan 170 &, 444-1909 
WELCOME (Hind W/ES.T., Pa 
aan ao 8:30; Mon- 
TAARE ZAMEEN PAR (Hindi W/ES.T., 
Fri-Sun 12:00, 4:00, 8:00; Mon-Thu 


IN WONDERLAND (PG) 
Rabel A 4:50, 7:10, 9:20; 
Mon-Thu 7:10, 9: 


ar WONDER 
Tees 2:45, 5:00, 7:15; Mon- 


g 


DAR IM PMAL LIFE 
SES aa 


7 Store) Digtal 12:35, 3: 
6:50, 9:40 oy 


CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (144, 


Coarse language) 
DTS eke 1:20, 4:10, 7:00, 9:20 
THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
pati) not recommended for young chil- 
OTS Digital Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 1:00, 3:55, 
6:35, 9:10; Mon 1:00, 3:55, 9:45 
ENCHANTED (G) 
DTS Digital Dally 1:30, 4:20 
ALIENS Vs. a ig REQUIEM 
(eA. gory scenes) 

DTS Digital Dally “) ‘40, 4:30, 7:30, 10:05 


WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX 
STORY (14A, sexual content, nudity, 
substance abuse) 

DTS Digital Daily 7:20, 10:10 

1AM LEGEND (144, ening scenes) 
DTS Digital Daily 110,400, 7:10, 1000 


P.S. | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse language) 
DTS Digital Daily 12:50, 3:45, 6:30, 9:15 


CLAREVIEW 10 


dren) 
Fri-Sun 1:30, 4:05, 6:35, 9:10; Mon-Thu 
4:05, 6:35, 9:10 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Justine 4:25, 7:00, 9:30; Mon-Thu 


ET ee 
Fri-Sun 2:00, 4:50, 7:15, 9:50; Thu 


ie 
Bs 


SECRETS (PG) 
Fri-Sun 12:40, 3:50, 6:45, 9:35; Mon- 
Thu 3:50, 6:45, 9:35 


CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (14A, 
), 4:20, 7:20, 9:55; Mon-Thu 


ee LL oD Pc comme engage 


Fai Sun 12:50, 4:00, 6:50, 9:40; Mon- 
Thu 4:00, 6:50, 9:40 


THE DEEP (PC) 
Fri-Sun 1:00, 4:10, 6:40, 9:20; Mon-Thu 
4:10, 6:40, 9:20 


ONE MISSED CALL (14A, frightening 


Fri-Sun 12:36, 2:50, 5:10, 7:30, 9:45; 
Mon-Thu 5:10, 7:30, 9:45 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 
(2080 Shand Drive, 419-9702 
Date of Issues only: Thu, Jen 3 
CHARLIE WILSON’S WAR (144, 


Nopes Bones eS 12:20, 4:15, 7:20, 


sma 42:10, 4:10, 7:10 
10:10; Mon-Thu 7:10, 10:10 


PS. | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse language) 
Fri-Sun 12:45, 3:45, 6:50, 9:45; Mon- 
Thu 6:50, 9:45 


CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Fri-Sun 12:00, 2:30, 4:50, 7:25, 9:40; 
Mon-Thu 7:25, 9:40 


LAM LEGEND (144, 

Fri-Sun 12:30, 3:30, 7: rah drt 
Thu 7:00, 

THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young chil- 
dren) 


Fri-Sun 1:00, 4:00, 7:15, 10:00; Mon- 
Thu 7:15, 10:00 


JUNO (14A, coarse , mature 
f language, 
Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat-Sun 2:00 


| sSGRANDINTHEATRE THEATRE 


Grandin Mail, Sir Winston Churchill Ave. St. 
Albert, 458-9822 


THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF 
THE DEEP (PG) 


No passes. Dally 12:45, 3:00, 5:10, 
7:20, 9:30 


WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX 
STORY (14A, sexual content, nudity, 


substance abuse) 
Daily 3:15, 9:25 


ENCHANTED (G) 

Daily 1:05, 5:20, 7:25 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Dally 12:55 2:55 4:55 6:55 8:55 


1AM LEGEND (144, 
Daily 1:40, 3:40, err ct Maeda 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 
No passes. Dally 1:15, 4:05, 6:45, 9:15 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 
990148 Ave, Camrose, 780-006-2144 
NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 
Daily 7:05 9:20; Sat Sun 2:00 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Daily 7:20, 9:10; Sat Sun 2:20 


WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Daily 7:05; Sat 2:05 


THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF 
DEEP 


THE (PG) 
Dally 7:10 9:20; Sat Sun 2:10 


1AM LEGEND (144, frightening scenes) 
Dally 7:15, 9:15; Sat Sun 2:15 


LEDUC CINEMAS 
‘Tae ie 
Daily matinees und Jen. 9 


1AM LEGEND (144, frightening scenes) 
Dally 7:00, 9:25; Sat Sun 1:00, 3:25 


ALYIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Sat Sun 12:55, 3:20 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 


Daly 85 Sh 
Dally 6:55, 9:30; Sat Sun 12:55, 3:30 
ALIENS V8. PREDATOR: REQUIEM 


Grate conte] 
it 210, 9:25; Sat Sun 1:10, 3:35 
CHARLIE WILSON’S WAR (14A, 
Pitt eo 
Daly 6:55, 9: 

METRO CINEMA 


‘MRO 101A dere, Castel Thesire. 
SOR 


THE DRAUGHTEMAN’S CONTRACT 


Fri 7:00, Sat 9:15, Sun 7:00, Mon 9:15 


A ZED AND TWO NOUGHTS (STC) 
Fri 9:15, Sat 7:00, Sun 9:15, Mon 7:00 


PARKLAND CINEMA 7 


—— 


THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF 
THE DEEP (PG) 

or og 9:30; Sat Sun Tue 12:45, 
CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (144, 
coarse 

Daly 7:15, Sat Sun Tus 1:05, 3:15 
P.S. | LOVE YOU (PG. cosrse language) 
Day 7:25, 9:45; Sat Sun Tue 1:15, 3: 
NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 


Deby 70, 6a Sat Sin To 1220, 


WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX 
STORY (14A, sexual content, nudity, 
substance abuse) 


wld allt ae 


ALVIN ‘a THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
, 9:00; Sun, Tue 1:00, 


Sat, 
:00 
on foes ID (14A, frightening scenes) 
20, 9:25; Sat, Sun Tus 110, 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Daily 6:50; Sat, Sun, Tus 1:20, 3:30 


1G357-82 Ave. 433-0778 


DIVING BELL AND THE BUTTERFLY 
(PG, mature themes, nudity) 

Dally 7:00, 9:20; Sat, Sun 2:00; bo 7:00 
show on Wed, Jan. 9 


KITE RUNNER (14A, disturbing con- 


tent) 

Daily 6:50, 9:15; Sat, Sun 1:00 
INTO THE WILD (144) 

Sat, Sun only 3:30 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 
WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 
ONE MISSED CALL (14A, frightening 


scenes) 
Daily 1:20, 4:10, 7:30, 9:50 


ALIENS VS. PREDATOR: REQUIEM 
(184, gory scenes) 

Dally 12:10, 3:50, 7:40, 10:30 

THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF 
THE DEEP (PG) 

Daily 12:40, 3:50, 6:50, 9:50 


WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX 
STORY (14A, sexual content, nudity, 
substance abuse) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:30, 4:40, 7:50, 10:20; 
Sat 4:40, 7:60, 10:20 


CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (PG) 
No passes. Daily 1:10, 4:00, 7:10, 9:40 


SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON 


BARBER OF FLEET STREET (184, 
Scenes) 

Baty 12:45, 4:15, 7:20, 10:10 

NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 

SECRETS (PG) 

No Daily 12:30, 3:45, 7:15, 

9:45, 10:25 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNIS (G) 
Dally 12:55, 3:50, 6:45, 9:30 


JUNO (14A, coarse language, mature 


themes) 
No passes. Daily 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00 


1 AM LEGEND (144, frightening scenes) 
Dally 12:25, 3:30, 6:40, 9-35 


4A, frightening 
Fri-Sat 11:45 am, 2:30, 5:15, 8:00, 
10:45; Sun-Thu 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:45 
THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young chi- 


Gren) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 12:50, 4:20, 7:25, 10:15; 
Wed 12:50, 4:20, 10:15 


ENCHANTED (G) 

Dally 12:20, 3:20, 7:05 
METROPOLITAN OPERA: ROMEO 
ET JULIETTE (Cassification not avel- 


able) 
Sat 11:00 am 


| WESTMOUNT CENTRE —_| CENTRE 


CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (144, 


Dolby Stereo Fri, Mon-Thu 7:05, 
9-30; Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:30, 7:05, 9:30 


ALYIN AND THE CHIPMIUNECS (G) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 6:55, 
12:45, 3:10, 6:55, 9:10 


scenes) 
DTS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:40; 
Sat-Sun 1:15, 3:40, 7:15, 9:40 


red 


see 
Sat-Sun 12:55, 3:20, 6:45, 9:20 


Tees 
Dally matinses undl Jan. 9 


| Af LIBGEND (14A, frightening scenes) 
Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat Sun 1:00, 3:25 


ALYIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Sat Sun 12:55, 3:20 


THE BEE MOVIE (G) 
Daily 6:50, 9:25; Sat Sun 12:60, 3:25 


NATIONAL TREASURE BOOK OF 


SeCRETs 
Dally 7:10, £2 cas 1:10, 335 
ALIENS Vi. PREDATOR: AEQUE 


Soy Pe Sao 


WUTEWEERLY 


= 


YOU COULD 


WIN 


A DOUBLE GUEST PASS 
TO SEE THE ADVANCED 
SCREENING OF 


FILM CAPSULES JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweokly.com 


In all likelihood, both the flack and hype that 


CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE arises out of Alien Vs Predator: Requiem 
is due to the plain audacity of greenlighting 
hard enough, get your eyes off the full- a sequel to a film-that was already a fairly 


frontal nudity, and you will find it. It's not absurd concept. Classicists are hanging thei 
apparent whether Greenaway’s original heads over the exhaustion of two iconic 
edit was more conspicuous, but this ver- beasties that were just fine left in the figu- 
sion feels like it's missing a lot, which _rative obscurity of their respective first fea 
might actually serve the mystery. tures by Ridley Scott and John McTiernan 

Greenaway’s pictures unravel by pure —_ but the po-mo cynics curl up their taste to it 
whimsy. While neither film has a wide _ snuggly blanket of Western world irony. Ulti 
appeal, anyone in touch with the imp of _ mately, it doesn’t matter which side of the 
the perverse inside of them will enjoy fence you sit on, because the people who 
these little obscenities, whether or not —_ are going to round out the box office proba 


they can actually follow the stories. bly have no idea in goddamn hell what |'m 

talking about. 
TO ENTER: come to VUE WEEKLY between Sam AVP: begins in the most obvious of 
and 4:30pm. Tickets will be given away on a first come, ; NOW PLAYING places, an instant replay of the last couple 


first served basis until all double guest passes have seconds of the first film when an Alien 


mer ALIEN VS PREDATOR: REQUIEM baby bursts out of the chest of the Preda 
Double guest passes available at DIRECTED BY COLIN & GREG STRAUSE tor while he takes a nap aboard the space- 
WUEWEEKLY SMBGSERENPASHIAAOATESNORH absorbed some ofthe jnk nde sa 
absorbed some of the junk inside his arch- 
10303-108 St. » 426-1996 IN THEATRES FRIDAY, JAN 1 1 * nemesis, is now the nastiest combined 
force since Liza Minnelli and David Gest, a 
"Predalien,” or so he’s called by the popu- 
lar media. Anyway, it crashes the ship on 
Earth and starts making babies outside a 
EXHIBITION SCHEDULE quaint little American town. 


e al c The unsuspecting Earthlings—include 
January 4—Exhibitio ing’a teenage pizza boy and the girl he 
= v toon / ts wants to ask out, a fierce Army mom and a 


pompous police officer-—each encounte 


s 2 bizarre occurrences that predict the wrath 
Single game tickets:from $1 2.50 REGULAR SEASON (aaa 
3 space, whichever distant planet the Preda- 

For youth/senior HOME GAME SCHEDULE tor is from gets word of distress and sends 
out one of their men (?) to hunt the bas- 
tards down. Eventually, the townspeople 
January 25 - HOME OPENER discover they may want to evacuate. 
vs Calgary United FC No, it's not that good. The first AVP sur- 
prised us all with a plot, one that drev 
together a tough, Ripley-esque female 
mountain climber and the Predator as @ 


February 22 convincing tag team. Like James Cameron's 

FRIDAY NIGHT vs Saska ators 1986 sequel Aliens, it's merely a “Let's get 
the fuck out of here!” scenario, with little 

GAME S February 29 or no insight into the relationship between 

v the characters and the big, scary monster 


February 15 
v gary United FC 


(780) 


» 464.2273 


; January 4 oe a 
} for info & tickets AVP:R lacks the dexterity with which 
WOGaskatoon Accelgiaprs March 7 Cameron wields a simplistic narrative. 
7:00 PM é Ue in Directors Colin and Greg Strause, the 
Servus Credit Union Place, St. Albert | REMC MM AMMcoaRS semi-famous visual effects team behind 


300 and The Fantastic Four, plunk us down 
in several darkened sequences of gore and 
explosions without the drive to convince 
us otherwise that there’s something to 
chew on. In short, it's a stupid idea that 
isn't ashamed to just be plain stupid. w 


ALSO OPENING THIS WEEK 


AWAY GAME SCHEDULE 


vu E ep ff) Alberts Spoits Vision Institute 
WEEKLY = : 


ra) 
2 SS. 


SEE imo 00. 
eS ; a ae op ONE MISSED CALL Based on a a 
Gel plieks Crrontier oe SE ALBERT CITY Nerthgate i oii horror film, this one stars Shannyn Sossa 
Cnonn ne Sor yon ah mon and Edward Burns as people who 


begin receiving voicemails from thei’ 
future selves informing them of the date 
and time of their death. Read Jonathan 
Busch’s review next week. 


> CLEARLY LASIK 


Reyhrtered Trademarks of Gorton Pirze Royale: Limited Parnerthip, osed under Ucsese. 
‘GBosten Pizza In tena tional ine. 2207 


JAN 3 JAN 9,2008 FILM. 


an 


AY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
fl look at the tangible things that 
[= guitar gave me, from 13 
onward ... it gave me something 
onal, and I've really benefited from 
Up until that point I'd never taken 
ay strong interest in anything—I did a 
of things, activities 1 worked at and 
joyed, but never something I was 
dicated to. I took it very seriously and 
prked on it every day.” 
oronto-based, Winipegger-at- 
art, almost-Juno-winner Luke 
cet speaks of his formative years 
astering the guitar with frank grati- 
le, the kind associated with conver- 
in experiences, near-miss accidents 
other events across the spectrum 
ife-savers. 
‘As a teenager I was really focused 
it,” Doucet continues. “Those years 
hard for some people, but the gui- 
was something I could focus my 
©rgy on that was positive. | put 
yself through private school in 
ade 11 and 12 with money I earned 
ying guitar.” 
His dad was a serious working 
Sician, one of those guys who 
Pears in many liner notes and 
Nds years touring. 
‘My father instilled in me a real 
spect for the blue-collar musician,” 
cet recalls. “He'd say, ‘Get a gig— 
¥ gig—something you have to get 
gear together for, keep your shit 
ther for, and not get drunk.’ At 
‘ lime in my life, it was great to 
© that.” 
is ease with the guitar was abet- 
i by early exposure to a broad 
Nge of quality music. Doucet was 
d-reared on what would be con- 
ered the Great American and Cana- 


Doucet’s Blood’s Too Rich 
RETROSPECTIVE OF HIS MUSICAL APPRECIATION 


MON, JANT AND TUE, JA 6 (708M) 
KE DOUCET 


Lhd 

=] 

cel 

eo | WiTH BLUE RODEO 

CO | JUBILEE AUDITORIUM, $37.50 


dian Songbooks, plus the enduring 
artists of the British Invasion—soul, 
roots, classic rock, rockabilly, country, 
blues. And his parents regularly 
brought home new music for Doucet 
to devour (a tradition he continues 
with his almost-teenage daughter). 

“I was conscious of the fact this 
was being done for me as | was a 
child,” he explains. “My parents 
played good music, so | didn’t have to 
rebel against my family. My stepdad, 
mother and father all had great taste 
and listened to music with big ears. 
From my stepdad I had Jethro Tull and 
Stevie Wonder; my mom had Neil 
Young, JJ Cale, Joni Mitchell, Maria 
Muldaur and the Beatles; and my dad 
had Hank Williams, blues, more Beat- 
les ... In 1984 my mom went to New 
York and brought back the Stray Cats 
record and it changed my life. | was 
11 years old. So | was dad-rock from 
the beginning.” 


DOUCET'S POLY-MUSICALITY enabled 
him to go beyond simple enthusiastic 
dexterity in his guitar playing—he 
knew how the instrument could 
sound at its best and most emotive, 
across many musical contexts, and he 
was a perfectionist. Underaged when 
he started scratching out a living as a 
musician, Doucet was still young 
when his talent and professionalism 
earned him a high-paying gig in Sarah 
McLachlan’s touring band, when she 
was at the height of her popularity. 


BACKLASH BLUES / 41 
BEST MUSIC OF 2007 / 43 
NEW SOUNDS / 46 


Victor Tavares 


He won't say an unkind word about 
McLachlan, but given their musical dif- 
ferences, it’s safe to assume it wasn't a 
wholly fulfilling experience. The 
songstress is textural, ethereal and cof- 
fee shop-bland, while Doucet at his 
best tears into his songs with a gritty 
bravery, like a fireman entering a bum- 
ing building, or deploys a spidery, 
brassy crawl and scribble across the 
strings (think of the range in the play- 
ing of Neil Young and Bruce Spring- 
steen, and you've vaguely located his 
style). At any rate, his instrument was 
on a leash, and he turned to crafting his 
own songs and career, first with Veal 
(Edmonton trivia: Nik Kozub was in the 
band), which played balls-out jagged 
rock, and putting out three records 
under his own name in a rootsier, more 
melodic and welcoming style. 

“My guitar will always give me some- 
thing back,” Doucet states firmly. “It 
would be hard for me to decide 
between a shrink and guitar store three 
times a week. | go in and just stare at 
the guitars; maybe cradle one,” Doucet 
confesses. “But I think songwriting is a 
loftier pursuit somehow. The guitar was 
fun, and I could do tricks, but songwrit- 
ing was more serious and important. I 
think the kind of communication that 
can be achieved by songwriters is deep- 
er, and I'm ambitious that way.” 

Yet after almost two decades play- 
ing guitar, he remains fascinated with 
his instrument and the wealth of 
music it birthed and nurtured. His 
affection has not been dimmed one 
bit by the years. 

“The ‘80s was not kind to that 
instrument,” Doucet scowls. “It was 
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UPCOMING EYENTS 
STARLITE & V.U. WILL BE CLOSED JANUARY 1-1 


SATURDAY JANUARY 12 


KING RING NANCY 


USS EUPrPEonire 


FRIDAY JANUARY 68 SHIONVDNS COM PEETS 


=_CE © 


PSYCHO REALM / DANNY DIABLO / BOONDOX / RIVIERA REGIME 


WEDNESDAY JANUARY 23 


CLASSIFIED IN GLI 


WEDNESDAY JANUARY 3O = UiIDNEVINTS.CoM PRESETS 


SILVERSTEIN 


PROTEST THE HERO / ILL SCARLETT / THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA 


SUNDAY FEBRUARY 60 _ UKIOHIVENTS.COM PRESETS 


SONATA ARTICA 


TUESDAY FEBRUARY (2 _ WVENATIONPRESEITS 


IVEATT COSTA 
LJ Li 10030-102 STREET * INFO: 428-STAR 


BELOW THE STARLITE ROOM « ALL EVENTS 18+ 
Was Lecaeleete= 


vetveTt UPCOMING EYENTS 


SATURDAY JANUARY i2 


SPREAD THE NET FUNDRAISER 


WITH CASSIDY, BRIAN TOOGOOD & GUESTS 


SATURDAY JANUARY {9 


CHRISTIAN HANSEN 


aT aE AU ITI rics 
PwL.US AXIS OF CON vE RSATION 


FRIDAY FEBRUARY i 


we Es EE siilisi 


SATURDAY FEBRUARY 2 


TEAM CAPTAIN 


WITH GUESTS AURORA 


FRIDAY FEBRUARY 8 


BLAZING VIOLETS 


THE ORDINARIES /MUST BE TURSDAY 


temples 
WITH NIK7Z 


NANI 
WIM pttSweency cuesrs anp Booze Nw sTurF 


ww W.STARLITEROOM.CA 


MEMBERS A GUESTS FAcILITE 


BEHIND STARL 
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i} 
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10551- $2 Avenue ene ).-432-0814 


Fy- 


kokanee pints and 
hibalis til 10:30pm 


FRIDAY JANUARY 4 


RAYGUN COWBOYS & THE BENDERS 


SATURDAY JANUARY 5 


ow SIDE STEP FATE 
FENIX FOUNDATION 


FRIDAY JANUARY 11 


LAZERSNAKE CD RELEASE 


W/GLOOM ROOM (FAREWELL SHOW) JEREMY NISCHUK & SEX PARTY 
SATURDAY JANUARY 12 


STONE IRIS CD PREVIEW SHOW 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage; 
Spm 

CAFE LEVA Every Thursday: Travis 
Boa plays mellow gold; 7-930pm 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 
6-10pm 


DAUID Guitar heroes 


DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band 


FOUR ROOMS Karl Schwonik 
HULBERT'S Samara Sedmak 8pm 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; 8pm 
JAMMERS PUB Thursday open 
jem; 7-11pm 

J AND BR BAR AND GRILL Open 


stage with the Poster Boys 
{pop/rock/blues), 8:30pm-12:30am 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


WILD WEST Brent Lee 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Thursday Nights: Electro Education: 
dub, trip hop, lounge, electro with 
DJ Lazer Beam 

BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Thursdays: Dus spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FILTHY MeNASTY’S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG. 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian: 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: with Urban Substance 


Sound Crew: InVinceable, Touch It, 
TNO, Lady Vishus 


HALO Thursdays Fo Sho; with Allout 
DJs, DJ Degree, Junior Brown 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; Spm 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays: 
funky house/techno with Du Colin 
Hargreaves, house/breaks with DJ 
Krazy K. hardstyle/techno with DJ 
Decha, tech trance/electro with DJ 
Savage Garret; no minors; no cover 


NEW CITY | Love “80s Thursdays 
Spm (door); no cover 


NEW CITY Bride of Bingo 
Thursdays: hosted by Dexter Nebula 
and Anarchy Adam; 10pm; no 
minors; no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm; 
Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New. clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dence with 
DJ Mikee; 9pm-2am; no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit 
It Thursdays: breaks, electro house 
spun with Pl residents 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


AXIS CAFE Friday Live Music 


PREVUE / SAT, JAN 5 (8 PM) / ILLAT OUTAT / THE TREEHOUSE (10209 - 100 AVE), $10 


If you had the kind of gorge-fest Christmas that | did, you just might have an liifit Outfit of your own. 


CASINO EDMONTON Souled Out 
(pop/rock) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Ronnie 
Kerr (pop/rock) 

CUFFS PUB 

8214-175 St, 437-8887 

Allan-Lee and the Blues Busters 
(blues/roots) 

FOUR ROOMS Karl Schwonik 
HULBERT'S Segger Miles Trio; 8pm 
THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover, 9pm 

JEKYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
{pop/rock); 9:30pm; no cover 
PAWN SHOP Trole, Raygun 
Cowboys, The Benders; $10 (door) 
WILD WEST Brent Lee 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 
BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs on 
two lavels; Wooftop: DJs Ben 
Jammin’ and Bobby Torpedo heat up 
the patio 

BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! 
DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to 
avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s 
and ‘70s progressive rock, disco, and 
electronic Indie with Joel Reboh 
EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip 
hop, house, mash up; no minors 


ESMERALDA'S DJ Jimmy Friday; 
Bpm (door) 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


GINGUR SKY African Vibes 


Edmonton's only African night; DJ D- 


Black (Edmonton), OJ Slicey 
(Edmonton) 

HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new 
wave, Brit pop, and ‘60s soul with 
DJ Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover 
before 10pm; $5 (after 10pm) 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq Friday: 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bitch! Bitch! 


Bitch! Fridays: electro, indie, alter- 
native, techno with Dus Dervish, 
Plan B, quests; no minors; Spm: 
(door) 

NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out 
rockandroll/punkrock/abitofever- 
thing/indy with DJs Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam (from CJSR’s Your 
Weekly AA Meeting); G-Whiz 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance with 
BJ Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 

RED STAR Movin on Up Fridays: 
indie, rock, funk, sou), hip hop with 
DJ Gatto, DJ Mega Wattson 
ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights: 
Salsa-merengue-bachata-house- 
feggeaton-urban-old school with DJ 
Spice 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
Top 40 request with a mix of retro 
and disco; 7pm-12midnight 
STOLLI'S Top 40, R&B, house with 
People's DJ 

STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with 
DJ Tysin 


TOUCH OF CLASS Mark 
McGarrigle (pop rock) 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with Johnny 
Dangerous, Andy Inertia, guests; 1- 
7am 

URBAN FRAT Funktion Fridays 


WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE Slowbum 
{blues/rock); 9:30pm-1:30am 
WUNDERBAR Fridays with the 
Pony Girls, DJ Avinder and DJ Toma; 
No cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog: Trent Buhler and They 
Were Expendable, Brian Toogood; no 
cover acoustic every Sat aftemoon 
4-pm 

BLUES ON WHYTE Band of the 
week, 3-4pm; Open blues jam every 
Saturday afternoon; 4-8:30pm. 


Kindred Spirits (CD release party), 
guests: 7pm 


CASINO EDMONTON Souled Out 
(pop/rock) 

CASINO VELLOWHEAD Ronnie 
Kerr (pop/rock) 

FOUR ROOMS Audrey Ochoa 
HULBERT'S Magilla Funk Con-duo; 
8pm. 

THE IVORY CLUB Live dueling 
Pianos, no cover. Spm 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday open 
jam, 3-730pm; country/rock band 
Spm-2am 


JEKYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
(pop/rock); 9:30pm; no cover 
JET NIGHTCLUB Ladies Night 


O'BYANE'S Wednesday Nights: 
Christ Wynters (Captain Tractor), 
quests; 9:30pm; no cover 


PAWN SHOP Haven, Side Step 
Fate, Fenix Foundation 


TAPHOUSE Saturday Moosehead 
Jam: 3-7pm every Sat 


WILD WEST Brent Lee 


WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE Slowburn 
(blues/rock); 9:30pm-1;30am 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 


Saturdays: Top 40 with DJ 
Soundwave 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs on 
two levels alt rock/electro/trash; 
Main Floor: The Menace Sessions: 
alt. rock, electro, trash with Miss: 
Mannered 


BUDDY'S Undie night for men only, 
free pool and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s 
and ‘70s progressive rock. disco, and 
electronic Indie with Joel Reboh 
EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock. hip 
hop, house, mash up 

FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays Gone 
Gold Mash-Up: with Harmen B and 
DJ Kwake 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 

GINGUR SKY Soulout Saturdays 
HALO For Those Who Know: house 
every Sat with Blair Junior 
McFarlane, along with Sal Dimaio 
and Jason Thompson 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle Saturday; 
DJ Groovy Cuvy and quests 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Saturdays real altemative, classics, 


JAN,3.- JAN 9, 2008 


Nights 


USIC WEEKLY 


punk with DJ Nazz Nomad; nc 
NEW CITY SUBURBS S31), 
‘Sucks: electro, industrial, alt on 
indy, electro, rock with DJs Nik 
one and Blue Jay (Mod (\, 


PLANET INDIGO-JASPER 
AVENUE Suggestive Saturday 
breaks electro house with PI 
dents 


RED STAR Saturdays indie rock. »,;, 


hop, and electro with DJ Hot Pt), | 
and quests 


RENDEZVOUS Survival meta) 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKA7 
ING DISCO Sportsworld Injin 
Roller Skating Disco: Top 40 re 
with a mix of retro and disco, 
and 7pm-12 midnight 
STOLU'S ON WHYTE Top 4 
house with People’s DJ 
WUNDERBAR Featured 0J 
local bands 


Ea eens eS: Release Sa 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 
Sunday jam; 7pm 

DUSTER’S PUB Sunday open 
hosted by the Mary Thomas 8. 
EDDIE SHORTS Every Su 
stage with Rob Taylor; 4-8pm 
HULBERT'S Sunday Night 
hosted by Rhea March; 7pm 
JAMMERS PUB Sunday on 

blues jam; 4-8pm 

NEWCASTLE PUB Live Su 
hosted by Wily and Dave; 2 

NEW CITY Wednesday Nig 
Heroes 

O'BYANE'S Open stage with 

Bird; 9:30pm; no cover 
ON THE ROCKS Souljah Fy 
Sundays with DJ Dudeman 
OSCARS PUB Open stage 
hosted by Chris Wynters of 
Tractor; 8-11pm 

OVERDRIVE Anything Goe 
acoustic jam every Sunday « 
with the Shuffiehound; 1:30 
ROSEBOWL Sunday open 
featuring the Digs/Mike Mct 
alternate weeks; 9-12 - 


Ta 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night: with Atomic Ir 
Jameoki and DJ Tim 
BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE ( 
Give It Up Sunday Aftemoons: \V 
Floor: Funk. soul, Motown. ¢ 
with DJ Red Dawn 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Lates' 
greatest in House, Progressive 
Trip-Hop; Rudy Electro; 10pr 
2;30am; guest DJs inquire at 
kally@michetti.com 

EMPIRE BALLROOM foc! 

hop, house, mash up 

OVERTIME BROILER Sundsy 
Industry Night: Requests with 
URBAN FRAT Urban Ladies Nig 
Sundays 
URBAN LOUNGE Sunday Nia" 
Live: hosted by DA Choelit Elvz 
Sweetz 9pm; the best of Urban *'" 
entertainment 10pm 


WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ 
Gallatea and XS, guests, no cov 


LIVE MUS! 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Thi: 
Secretaries; no cover 


IVORY CLUB Open mic Mondsy* 
music and comedy, 8pm 


| & 2 


2oland's top 20 songs of 2007, part two 


s| BACKLASH BLUES 


roland @vueweekly.com 


) Santogold “Creator” 
be.com/watch?v=AXpZi4l4G7k) 


shored by FreQ Nasty’s electric jun- 
preak assault, Brooklynite Santo- 
yid preaches creation through the 
struction of boundaries in a half-rap, 
\f-chant that isn’t entirely separated 
the next track on my list. These 
ys she’s trading verses with 
pankrock and getting her tracks in 
ey’s Anatomy, so |'m sure 2008 will 
even bigger for her. 


1A “Hussel (ft Afrikan Boy)” 
wtube.com/watch?v=J20irvr9-EE) 


en with the massive world-uniting 
inth hook courtesy of UK monster 
itch, this song is more about subtle 
ments of personality, the aspect | 
nd most intriguing in MIA. She is a 
shup of different memes—physically 
id musically—so her drawn-out pro- 
nciation of “fixing teeth” says more 
out the hussle she’s talking about 
an whatever hand she throws gaso- 
2 with. Afrikan Boy steals the song by 
pping about dodging border guards 
fey catch me hustlin’, they say, 
eport him!""). 


Hot Chip “Shake A Fist” 
tube.com/watch?v=eGfJ4shG4ak) 


1 Chip returns with a suitable post- 
er And Over" banger that baffles 
th its measured pace and almost 
boriginal Australian drum program- 
g. When the processed machine 
ms and synths show up, we're reas- 
red that we don't have control by a 
plete sound drop, followed by a 
dy voice telling us to get our head- 
bnes “cranked up.” This is followed 
a tidal wave of grimy, shifting pre- 
oric electronic sounds and ptero- 
| noises. Talk about confidence in 

ib supremacy. 


VENUE 
GUIDE 


WHERE THEY ARE 


10610-100 Ave * JET NIGHTCLU 


B 6104-1 439-9485 « OVERTIME DOWNTOWN 10304-111 St, 423-1643 « 
0551-82 ys Gears. 432-0814 « PLANET INDIGO-JASPER AVENUE 11607 Jasper Ave * PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT 812 Lberten Dr, St Alber . PLEAS. 
: COMMUNITY HALL 10860-57 Ave, 474-5270 « RAMADA 11834 Kingsway Ave, 454-5454 « RED STAR 10538 Jasper Ave, a ye pc ae me 
© GRILL 326-St. Albert Trail, 460-1122 » ROUGE LOUNGE 117 St, Jasper Ave, 482-5152 * SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND PEGEAOAE Mia aes 
0231/710-1625 * SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438-0373 * STANDARD 6107-104 St, 438-2582 * STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 St, 428-109: TEEPE TER LOANS Ee 
Plaza, 1116-82 Ave * STOLLI'S 2nd floor, 10368 Whyte Ave, 437-2293 » STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 Jasper Ave, 420-0448 * TAPHOUS cKenny Ave, 
Albert, 458-0860 « TOUCH OF CLASS Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway, 452-7 
RBAN LOUNGE 10544-82 Ave, 437-7699 » VELVET SNDENGHCOND bee 
‘LOON 76-3388 * WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE 12416-132 Ave « 
wihenbancons VARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 Ave, 432-0428 « YESTERDAYS Pub 112, 205 Camegie Dr, St. Albert, 459-0295 


7) Animal Collective “Peacebone” 
(youtube. com/watch?v=fxvGHOHiY70) 


While the samples used by Animal Collec- 
tive can be disorienting and the urgency of 
the group's vocal delivery can be jarring, 
when broken down to the melodic core, 
these guys could've very well been the 
Rolling Stones in the right social climate. 
“The other side of takeout is mildew on 
rice” is a humorous insight on the nature of 
convenience, but “You're talkin’ about New 
York / To be an artist, but are you any- 
thing?” is a nouveau riche diss that Steely 
Dan could definitely get behind. Animal 
Collective makes timeless music in a time 
where it can feel pointless to do so. 


6) Jens Lekman “Kanske Ar Jag Kar | 
Dig” 
(youtube.com/watch?v=RPIGqWqELrO) 


A simple concept (the love song) done in 
an extremely original way that draws 
from different decades of influence. Lek- 
man samples a ‘90s R&B doowop chorus 
and tells a story about a boy who bought 
a pig as a decoy ("This has of course 
nothing to do with anything / | just get so 
nervous when I’m talking to you"). It's a 
feal charmer, yeah, but wait until the end 
for my favourite moment of the year: 
when the horn coda gets looped and 
gapped into negative space. 


5) Radiohead “15 Step” 
(youtube.com/watch?v=W1ASzwriBOw) 


“15 Step" is a waltz, sure, but in the same 
way that “Drunk and Hot Girls” by Kanye 
West is: modern sensory assault used to 
take us out of our comfort zone, the 4/4 
time signature. The rolling, arpeggiated 
drums argue for Timbaland, but the sam- 
pled children’s choir for emphasis is all clas- 
sic Radiohead catch-and-release tension. 


4) Caribou “Melody Day” 
(youtube.com/watch?v=OklfmJ4vfLs) 


This record is one with an obvious, yet 
ambitious goal: how can one make a 
record with old sensibilities that doesn't 
sound like it’s trying to sound old? | guess 
through the application of deft self-sam- 


pling of live instrumentation and a mathe- 
Matically precise presentation of ele- 
ments. Dan Snaith is literally like a 
machine, developing rapidly by its ability 
to faithfully replicate a forgotten time. 


3) Mr Oizo “Patrick 122” 
(youtube.com/watch?v=mUq3nuXCf74) 


Not quite the frequency modulating mon- 
ster that “Flat Beat” was, “Patrick 122” is 
sampling done as an afterthought. On the 
back of the record sleeve, Oizo says this 
song contains a sample of | Don't Know 
What and that's the basic idea behind his 
approach: the source material isn’t as 
important as the sum of its parts. The 
saxophone chop that rises out of the 
pressure drop is the freshest moment in 
dance music this year. 


2) Digitalism “Pogo” 
(youtube.com/watch?v=OhvMGxsSIkto) 


In 2007, “Pogo” was a song that was 
deemed perfect for New Year's celebra- 
tions, cell phone commercials and kitchen 
faves across the planet. All derived from a 
deceptively simple keyboard line, Anglo- 
phone anthemic vocals and oversaturated 
drum break, it proves that some of the 
best songs are also the most immediate. 


1) UGK “Internationa! Players Anthem 
(ft Outkast)” 
(youtube.com/watch?v=vLAFoFdM1ws) 


This is the bravest rap song of the year. 
Based around a loop of “| Choose You" by 
Willie Hutch, it starts with no drums for 
Andre 3000's multi-layered, introspective 
verse (“I typed a text to a girl | used to 
see / ... | apologize if this message gets 
you down’ / Then | CC’ed every girl that 
I'd see-see ‘round town"), morphs from 
pure stutter-and-hi-hat action for Bun B 
and Pimp C (RIP) and slinks into bassed- 
out subtlety for Big Boi’s chopped-and- 
screwed divorce course (“Ask Paul 
McCartney / The lawyers couldn't stop 
me / ... Send her into outer space, | know 
he wish he could”). It makes for a hopeful 
song that encapsulates every great 
aspect of commercial rap with minimal- 
ism and creativity. w 


* ATLANTICTRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St, 432-4611 * AXIS CAFE 10249 Jasper Ave, 990-0031 * BACK- 
DRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St, 430-9200 * BACKROOM VODKA BAR 10324A-82 Ave, upstairs, 436-4418 * THE 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave 420-9098 * BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 432-0814 * BILLY BOB'S 
LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 484-7751 » BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439- 
1082 * BLIND FIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 418-6332 * BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 989-2861 
* BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 439-3981 * BONNIE DOON FOLK CLUB 11221-124 St* BOOTS 10242- 
106 St, 423-5014 « BUDDY’S 11725B Jasper Ave, 488-6636 » CAFE LEVA 11053-86 Ave * CASINO EDMON- 
TON 7055 Arayil Rd, 463-9467 * CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464-153 St, 424-9467 « CENTURY CASINO 13103 
Fort Rd, 643-4000 « CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 Millbourne Ra, West, 462-6565 * COOK COUNTY 
SALOON 8010 Gateway Boulevard, 432-2665 * CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rd, 113 St, 
472-7696 * DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 454-9928 » DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 * EDDIE SHORTS 
EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phase II!, 489-SHOW * SHEE BAEEECOM 
WEM Phase 2, upper level, WEM, 486-9494 * FESTIVAL PLACE Telus Theatre, 100 Festival Way, Sherw 
Park, 449-3378 FEVER NIGHTCLUB Phase 3 of WEM, 961-3117 * FIDDLER‘S ROOST 8906-99 St * FILTHY 
MCNASTY'S 10511-82 Ava, 916-1557 * FLUID LOUNGE 10888 Jasper Ave, 429-0700 * FOUR ROOMS: 
Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 * FOX 10125-109 St, 990-0680 * FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq, 
433-9623 FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) 10341-82 Ave, 433-9676 * GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 483-4841 « 
GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave, 913-4312/953-3606 * HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423-HALO * HOOLIGANZ PUB 
10704-124 St, 452-1168 * HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, 436-1161 * THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South * 
IS PUB 11948-127 Ave, 451-8779 « J AND R BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St, 436-4403 « JEFFREYS CAFE 9640 142 St, 451-8890 * JEKYLL AND Ws 
IB 9221-34 Ave, 466-6552 » JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 732-4583 * KAS BAR 10444 he 
6768 * KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave, 433-2599 » LB'S PUB 23 Akins Drive, St-Albert * LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 481-2786 * LEVEL 2 rc Pe 
per Ave, 2nd Fl, 447-4495 * MEAD HALL 10940-166A St, 435-3130 * NEWCASTLE PUB SID Bees pee Se 
teway ‘BYRN! * ONTHE ROCKS 11 lasper Ave, ERDRIVE 
ra aas! SME arth eieerat aeataners OVERTIME SOUTH Whitemud Crossing, 4211-106 St, 485-1717 « PAWN SHOP 


10713-124 St, 453-3663 » EDMONTON 


770 * TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 10018-105 St * URBAN FRAT 10220-103 St * 
St (downstairs), 428-1099 * VEDIC CENTRE 12840-57 St * WILD WEST 
JERBAR 8120-101 St, 436-5586 * Y AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St, 994-3256, 


WWW.urbanlounge.net 


COME AND CHECK OUT THE 
GREAT NEW LOCATION ON 
WHYTE AVE! 
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: 
: 
| canneraeseragennecenrsesengensennyagencnn aur ean JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Bluc Kenny 
f . ~ : ; Rodeo, Luke Doucat: 6:30pm (dar) 4 a 
~, ‘ 7:30pm (show $37.50, $49.50 end Bete mic 
‘ $85.50 at TicketMaster; sold out | OBYRNE'S Chris Wynters 3, 
' LBS PUB Open Se with Shaved guaets; Bian cover 
hosted by Ken, Fred, Gordie PLEASANTVIEW COMMU; 
& and Matt 9-12:30 q HALL Acoustic Bluegrass all 
. PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY psa all 
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So much music, so little room 
HERE ARE A FEW PICKS FROM AMONG THE YEAR'S BEST 


nother year, another list of the 

best albums to make it into the 

world during the past 365 days. 
Well, that’s not entirely true. There are 
just too many releases to name all of the 
best, and then there's the little matter of 
subjectivity—your list won't be the same 
as the next person’s list. So, lets just call 
this some of the best of 2007 and hope 
that you find something here that 
intrigues you enough to discover some 
new music to get you through 2008. 


Julie Doiron, Woke Myself Up (Endear- 
ing) Near the end of chilly January, 
Polaris nominee Julie Doiron released 
the most naked of records. Woke Myself 
Up is so bare, sometimes it shivers—a 
moody collection of songs that sprawl 
sloppily across genres, with production 
rigged so intimately it sounds like 
Doiron’s songbird warble is coming 
from inside your head, which, along 
with her choices for pace and sonic lay- 
ering, make for an almost a lysergic lis- 
tening experience. Doiron’s spookily 
beautiful voice quilts together 11 dis- 
parate songs: Paul Simon-ish pop 
played all shagged up and jaunty on the 
title track is followed by something that 
could have been a ‘70s French pop bal- 
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lad, with English lyrics. The eerie, 
undulating “Swan Pond” sounds like a 
witchy Celtic folk maiden chant while 
“No More” is full-on, honest-to-good- 
ness funk, but both are played with 
bedroom pop instruments and sinceri- 
ty. There's an energizing urgency in the 
production on Woke Myself Up— 
Doiron’s comfortable leaving tics and 
glitches of performances on the record, 
including a meowing kitty and her own 
burbling laughter. Doiron’s not just a 
musical adventuress—she’s lyrically 
bold too. Her bracing honesty and will- 
ingness to offer her unruly emotions up 


open acoustic strumming, atmos- 


ic electric guitar and organ and 
tles-esque vocal melodies, the 
t Pool has | one foot firmly 


s dropped two releases in 
" You Think We Should Be 


work—even when the pace 
picks up a bit on “Save By Radio,” 


- with Davis’s proclamation that he 


believes in rock ‘n’ roil—that is tex- 
tured by a large band breathing life 
into Davis’s basic tracks. The other 
disc, Mistakes I Meant to Make, is a 


sparse affair with Davis joined by just — 
_ two other musicians, revisiting a few 


tracks from Closer? and offering up 
some other new ones, conjuring a 
dark place that turns out to be an 


T: 604.523.2969 
www.stylusmusicschool.com 
#60 8th Street, New Westminster, B.C. 


for the record is fearless. 


Dolorean, You Can’t Win (Yep Roc) 
Songwriter Al James and the rest of his 
Stellar Portland-based band make beau- 
tiful, rootsy laments that are restrained, 
heartfelt and considered. Their palette 
Owes a tremendous debt to the likes of 
Kris Kristofferson and Nashville Skyline- 
era Dylan and the melodic ease of early 
James Taylor, but moderned-up by indie 
arrangements and ingenuity. The ghost- 
ly dapples of piano and organ through- 
out and James's fretful, 
dashed-innocence voice rasp slightly 
against each other, the beauty of the 
keys arguing for hope, while the vocals 
carry the day for, well, dolor. 


Andrew Bird, Armchair Apocrypha (Fat 
Possum) Chicago-born multi-instru- 
mentalist Andrew Bird is equipped with 
both a scary amount of talent and a 
hell of a lot of imagination. He grew up 
as one of those serious child musicians, 
eventually toting his violin case to uni- 
versity to earn an undergrad degree in 
violin performance. Bird's been making 
solo records for over a decade (almost 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 


enjoyable spot to spend some time in. 


Cold Iron, Vancouver (Independent) 
This local duo—joined on the record- 
ing by several friends—lays down a 
distinct brand of unpolished music, 
alternately hushed and noisy, but 
always intense, driving forward with 
the weight of a shifting mountain. It’s 
not pretty, with the occasional out- 
of-tune guitar or howled voice Kick- 
ing you in the head, but like a good 
trainwreck, you just can't look away. 


Corb Lund, Horse Soldier! Horse Sol- 
dier! (Stony Plain) Lund eschews the 
easy road for the most part on his 
fifth release. The album puts the cav- 
alry—both the horsemen of days of 
old and the more modem air cavalry 
and RCMP brands—at the forefront 
of this collection of songs that pro- 
vide a welcome depth for listeners in 
the face of what passes for country 
music these days. There’s more than 
a passing connection in spirit if not 
so much in style to the best of John- 
ny Cash's concept albums of the 
past. —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
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one per year, as well as frequently sit- 
ting in on countless colleagues’ proj- 
ects), and with each new disc he 
strokes the borders of the pop idiom 
until they're slippery to stretch them 
further into stranger realms—a flitter of 
slithery tango, silvery shimmers of gui- 
tar chords, a whistled solo, uneven cas- 
cades of drums and rumbling melodic 
bass. He's kind of like a modern, low- 
key David Bowie, minus the stage 
show and costumes, with a supple 
voice like rusted butter hung on angel 
wings, wreathed by swoony, noir, the- 
atrical music thick with sound. Like 
Bowie, Bird creates intense fictional 
worlds at the drop of a hat, shacking up 
his hooky musical-opiate concoctions 
with impressionistic narratives about a 
scientist applying his skills to the prob- 
lems of existentialism and loneliness, 
long-collapsed societies and longing 
lovers who come with metaphors 
involving evolutionary biology, chem- 
istry, astronomy and particle physics— 
and you can even dance to half of it. A 
flawless album with seductive vision. 


The Acorn, Glory Hope Mountain 
(Paper Bag) Songwriter Rolf Klausener 
wrote a concept album based around 
the eventful history of his indomitable 
mother, Gloria Esperanza Montoya 
(the title is the English translation of 
her name and references the record’s 
recurrent themes), and his Ottawa- 
based band added flesh to create an 
intensely felt, immaculately construct- 
ed episodic narrative of Montoya’s 
incredible life. The Acorn’s globetrot- 
ting folk-pop is the perfect context for 
what may be the first ever magic real- 
ism musical biography. 


Bill Callahan, Woke on a Whaleheart 
(Drag City) As Smog, Bill Callahan 
plumbed the depths of his sorrow, 
anger and self-loathing in song, twist- 
ing and awkward like he was his own 
itch, punctuated by occasional bouts of 
joy and wonder. He ascended to a ten- 
tative grateful glory on 2005's A River 
Ain’t Much To Love, his final Smog 
record. The Smog moniker is off of 
Woke on a Whaleheart, but the record is 
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And because good music can come 
from anywhere, here are five notable 
records from 2007 that originated 
somewhere beyond the borders of 
Edmonton: 


Kings of Leon, Because of the Times 
(RCA) This is an album that makes 
you feel like it's 1974 and you're 
hunched over a record player, spin- 
ning the vinyl while exploring every 
nook and cranny of the cover— 
except for the fact that the disc was 
released in 2007. Because of the 
Times is all about the groove, but it 
also manages to work in some 
atmospherics that might be called 
U2-like if they were a lot more bom- 
bastic and less well-done and subtle. 


clearly a continuation—the opener 
reanimates his river metaphor from the 
previous album with a merry resurrec- 
tion of southern country gospel, done 
in Callahan's own peculiar, shaggy, bil- 
lowing way. He's truly shed his lo-fi 
roots, shaping his thrilling musical 
romps from his enthusiastic interpreta- 
tions of 80 years of American musical 
history, piecing together a brassy alter- 
nate-dimension Carter Family-meets- 
Astral Weeks vibe. 


Himalayan Bear ... attacks the bril- 
liant air (Self Righteous) It’s as simple 
as this: Ryan Beattie is one of the best 
songwriters in Canada. He's released 
three records as the crooning guitarist 
fronting Victoria’s cinematic baroque 
art-pop band Chet, and ... attacks the 
brilliant air is his second album under 
his sparer, slower solo-ish moniker, 
Himalayan Bear. This is some of the 
most haunting music you'll ever hear, 
coaxed into being by a vivid story- 
teller with an almost haiku-ish sense 
of description and a love of the enig- 
matic, surreal and infinite. 


The Innocence Mission, We Walked in 
Song (Badman) The feathery sweet voice 
of the Innocence Mission’s Karen Peris is 
better at quelling anxiety than Xanax. Of 
course, it has to be taken with the music 
she's been creating with hubby Don for 
almost 20 years as the core songwriters 
for gentle pastoral Pennsylvanian folkies 
the Innocence Mission. Their sound is 
somewhere between the Mamas & the 
Papas, breathy Swedish soft-pop and a 
delicate choir of tiny angels—a healing 
aural salve for tension, grief, melancholy 
and severe cases of the I-hate-every- 
things. Their previous album, 2004’s 
Befriended, mused on the circles of love 
we're woven into through our most inti- 
mate bonds. We Walked in Song takes a 
wider frame of reference—it literally 
deals with “the brotherhood of man.” In 
a year where evil seemed to have the 
upper hand, Karen’s joyous murmur held 
the best parts of us up to the light. 


New Buffalo, Somewhere, Anywhere 
(Arts & Crafts) Imagine a dusty attic, 
lazy late afternoon summer sun slant- 
ing through tiny windows, filling the 
space with a golden haze and illumi- 
nating a swirly mist of particles. 


The Perpetrators, Tow Truck (Inde- 
pendent) Brutal blues, heartworn 
country and some all-out reck ‘n’ 
roll—that’s the word from Winnipeg, 
according to the Perpetrators. The 
band’s third album is its best—a 
cohesive work that is varied musical- 
ly without being scattered—and it 
does justice to a group that is very 
much at home on the stage, some- 
thing that many studio albums fail to 
do. 


Nathan, Key Principles (Nettwerk) 
Offering up another view of Win- 
nipeg, Nathan's brand of country is 
downright spooky at times, driven by 
the haunting vocals of Keri Latimer 
and Shelley Marshall. Key Principles 
is not a doomladen offering, though, 
drifting easily into an upswing just as 
often as it spends dwelling near the 
bottom of the heart. 
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Stashed in the attic are a bunch of 
vintage beautiful things that once 
belonged to Zelda Fitzgerald. As you 
start to browse the cluttered, non- 
spooky attic, you open a tea rose-pat- 
terned hatbox filled with handwritten 
letters, a half-empty locket and one 
velvet glove. Somewhere, Anywhere 
Australia-based artist Sally Seit- 
mann’s third album under the Ney 
Buffalo banner, sounds sort of like 
that—a nostalgic piano-driven adven 
ture that layers barefoot Laure| 
Canyon pop songstress vibe with old 
timey touches and the voice of a 
dreamy ingénue. 


Phosphorescent, Pride (Dead 
Oceans) Somewhere between the rus 
tic avant-folkies and gothic Ameri 
cana comes the project of 
Brooklyn-based songwriter Matthey 
Houck and his many musical guests 
who contribute everything from wolt 
howls to dark angel choir harmonies 
lap steel to tinkly things and othe; 
sonic textures. Houck’s big strength i 
his achy voice, which could have been 
conceived by melding Neil Young 

and Neko Case's pipes. Pride is intri 
cate, hypnotic, and very interior— 
music.for the deepest grey winter 
blanketed by snow. 


Christine Fellows, Nevertheless (Six 
Shooter) Possessed of a thoroughly 
unique vision and voice plus a cre 

ative work ethic typical of disciplined 
Winnipegians (Winnipeggers?), multi- 
instrumentalist Fellows is an excep 

tional artist and impeccable 
craftswoman. Nothing is wasted on 
her fourth record, Nevertheless—even 
stroke of violin or piano flutter is pur 

poseful, on par with her 2005 aural 
relationship scrapbook Paper Anniver 

sary, while advancing into entirely dil 

ferent territory. Her wordsmithins 
could wipe the floor with many 
revered novelists, propelled by her 
endearing schoolmarmish voice pick 

ing its way through her part Benjamin 
Britten, part Carole King composi 

tions. If Nevertheless doesn’t earn Fel- 
lows the kind of serious worldwide 
attention netted by the Wainrights 
something is seriously wrong with our 
collective taste. —MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / 
marychrista@vueweekly.com 


Tim Armstrong, A Poet's Life (Hell- 
cat) Rancid’s frontman drops his lazy 
draw! all over this record, picking up 
the island influences where Rancid 
left off and running wild with them 
It’s still punk, but it’s danceable, too, 
and it’s a hell of a lot better than 
most of what passes for ska out 
there today. 2 


Shuyler Jansen, Today's Remains 
(Black Hen) Broken hearts and hard 
living are just two of the themes that 
weave their way through this former 
Edmontonian’s latest. The second 
solo release from Jansen—another of 
of the Old Reliable crew—is a 
marked departure from the Hobotron 
disc that he put out in 2005; any 
electronic sounds that are here have 
been obscured bya ee . 
school country aproach thas 

these songs | tly. —tOl 


Sec as : 
a farm east of Wetaskiwin. He moved to Montreal, plays drums in a jazz 
farm and, oh yeah, he’s also blind. Actually, he doesn't sound like he’s 
Wetaskiwin. 
i feal fast on country roads, Schwonik was busy with music. Under the 
| the violin, but quickly moved to the drums, 
at the country school | went to and another country school in the area. Band was mandatory 
ad to. ose an instrument,” he explains. “! had been playing violin from the age of five and did- 
old me | had to take lessons or they would throw me out of the house. So around the time of 
oo! band and finally convinced my parents that | should take drum lessons instead of violin.” 
world of jazz. Lea ing the ropes in the Little Birds Big Band out of the Yardbird Suite, and at 
anks directed him, Schwonik’s love for jazz led him all over the country. Now he's coming 
ati identical twins, Remy and Pascal Le Boeuf from New York City. While the New Yorkers 
Store for them when they brave an Alberta winter to tour, Schwonik certainly does. 
et—| probably don't have to elaborate on this one for you, but we will be driving everywhere 
says. “Second is the audience. The Prairies is not a place where a lot of jazz is found— 
ind So it is somewhat of a ‘rare art’ out here. I'm not worried about the audience number 
bout the arts and especially when young artists are so willing to share their work.” 
that he does have some sight—enough to read large print music from about a millime- 
t's just not a big deal to him. 
musicians and especially blind jazz musicians. Back in the South in the ‘20s if you were blind 
; € fields so you would have to take up something like music,” he says. “I think that all things con- 
disability—some are diabetic, some are lactose intolerant and so on, but my condition is just more ‘visible’ 
think most take for granted.” w 
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It’s a sad fact that far more albums 
arrive in the Vue Weekly office each 
year than we can possibly review. This 
week in New Sounds we're looking 
back at three albums that never made it 
into these pages when they were 
released during 2007. 

RY COODER 

MY NAME IS 

NONESUCH 

EDEN MUNRO / eden @vueweekly.com 

Ry Cooder has had a long and impres- 
sive career as a guitarist, as a song- 
writer and as a music director, 
beginning in the early 1960s and con- 
tinuing right through to the present 
day. Along the way Cooder has briefly 
been in a band with bluesman Taj 
Mahal (the Rising Suns back in the 
mid-‘60s), almost been a Rolling 
Stone (he turned down the gig, but his 
playing graces “Love in Vain” and 
“Sister Morphine,” and rumours per- 
sist that the slide guitar on “No Expec- 
tations” is Cooder’s rather than that of 
original Stone Brian Jones), the ghost- 
guitarist for Karate Kid Ralph Macchio 
in the 1986 film Crossroads, the mas- 
termind behind both the 1997 album 
and the 1999 film documenting the 
music and musicians of Cuba’s Buena 
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Vista Social Club and the driving force 
behind Chdvez Ravine, an amibtious 
solo album centred around a Los 
Angeles neighbourhood that was 
razed during the ‘50s to make room 
for Dodger Stadium. 

Given the wide variety of projects 
that Cooder has been involved in, it’s 
not surprising to find that his 2007 
release My Name is Buddy is a little off- 
centre. More than that, though, the 
record is downright oddball: Buddy just 
happens to be a cat, and Cooder uses 
the character to tell a tale set in Ameri- 
ca's Dust Bowl of the 1930s. 

On first thought, it seems improba- 
ble that this could fall anywhere but 
between unintentional hilarity and a 
downright musical shambles, and in 
lesser hands that might have been the 
case, but Cooder is no slouch when it 
comes to pulling together a concept. 
The composer keeps his eye on the 
overall picture even while he’s ham- 
mering all the pieces together. 

The end result is an album that 
draws on a long tradition in folk music 
of using animals to provide a commen- 
tary on human situations (“Froggie 
Went A-Courting” is one example). In 
the case of Cooder’s record, the tale 
becomes an epic one spanning across 
17 songs in which Cooder’s aging, 
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My Kame Is Buddy ay cooter 


wom voice easily conjures up the char- 
acter of Buddy the hobo cat as he wan- 
ders through the world and finds both 
trouble and hope. 

If the album's lyrical approach is 
off-the-wall, musically it is well- 
grounded, capturing just the right 
sound for a period piece—in addition 
to Cooder's guitar, whistles, fiddles, 
harmonicas and jaw harps are fea- 
tured prominently—while also offer- 
ing up plenty of variety, ranging from 
the jaunty bounce of “Suitcase in My 
Hand” to the country strumming of 
“The Dying Truck Driver” to the juke 
joint blues of “Red Cat Till I Die.” 

My Name is Buddy is a dense listen— 
the record begs to be heard as a whole, 


and jumping from song to song really 
doesn’t do Cooder’s tale justice, pushing 
the ridiculousness of the story to the 
fore when pieces are heard out of con- 
text and tilting it more towards novelty 
than it should be leaning—but for any- 
one who's willing to experience a view 
of the world where a cat can long for his 
own voice in a democracy and J Edgar 
Hoover is depicted as a pig, there’s plen- 
ty of fun to be had in the songs, but also 
an excellent metaphor for the state of 
the world as it was in the ‘30s and as it 
still is today in too many ways. 


LES SAVY FAV 

LET'S STAY FRIENDS 

FRENCHKISS 

BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

This art-punk quartet from Brooklyn, 
thought to be long gone by many fans 
due to the lack of any sort of follow- 
up to the highly regarded Inches and 
very infrequent live shows (though 
they did show up in Alberta to play a 
wild banger complete with banana 
dildos, piggy back rides and open- 
mouth kissing at Calgary's Sled Island 
Festival), opened up its new album 
with a promise that “This band’s a 
beating heart / And it’s nowhere near 
its end.” A welcome sentiment for any 
downtrodden fan who might have 
thought they had heard the last of this 
incredibly intelligent band. 

Cheeky references to breakup 
rumours and the fact the band was 
well within the mix of the late 
‘90s/early ‘00s garage rock/Gang of 
Four revival continue throughout the 
album, including the very title Let’s 
Stay Friends (which, by the way, is the 
name the band sometimes plays 
secret shows under). The track “The 
Year Before the Year 2000” makes ref- 
erence to how awesome 1999 was, 
which could be mistaken as a lament 
for the band’s former glory were it not 
for the fact that the band has returned 
to re-kick your ass with this album. 

In fact, this record represents an 
interesting departure point in that it’s 
not necessarily a re-invention by any 
means, but the band has taken some 
significant risks which pay off. The 
opener, “Pots and Pans” is a slow 


top 10 sellers of 2008 


01. freaker pipe jackie-o motherfucker 
02..e0n bible arcade fire 

03. boxer the national 

04. wincing the night away the shins 
05. 23 blonde redhead 


builder that bears very little resem- 
blance to the herky-jerky musicality 
which Les Savy Fav is known for. 
Other departures are sprinkled 
throughout the album, such as on 
“Brace Yourself,” while some more 
classic sounds are also present on 
tracks like “The Equestrian.” 

And yet even when the band is in 
generally familiar territory, every track 
has an element of the experimental. 
“Slugs in the Shrubs” has the driving 
beat, rhythmic vocals and squeeling 
guitar of a typical Les Savy Fav song 
during the extended first half, but 
comes crashing into a waltzy break- 
down before righting itself back to 
where it began. 

Ultimately, Let’s Stay Friends is 
probably best seen as a new starting 
point for the band. Old elements are 
present, but the new ones are more 
exciting. That means it’s not exactly 
the group’s best work—it’s a little too 
transitional, and could certainly use a 
bit more focus—but it’s an exciting 
place to be and an exciting transition 
as a fan to wait and see what comes 
out the other side. 


NICO 
Hees BORDERLINE 1968 - 1970 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly,com 
It’s simply not right to think of Nico as 
some kind of doomy-throated Teuton- 
ic Barbie in a black beatnik turtleneck 
who just lolled around the Velvet 
Underground looking statuesque. (It’s 
about as shameful as thinking Yoko 
was anything less than John Lennon's 
creative equal). 

The young Christa Paffgen used her 
early career as a model wisely, to flee 
postwar Germany for more promising 
and bohemian environs. She skillfully 
remade herself as the avant-garde 
poster girl in London, Paris and New 
York, teaching herself the languages 
she needed to get by, cloaking herself 
in additional mythology at each stop 
along the way and salving what seems 
to be, a bottomless pit of pain with a 
two-decade-long heroin addiction. 

Her early years and frustratingly 
undignified death are both shrouded 
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09. andorra caribou 

10. mirrored battles 


a 
-and misunderstanding, but 
oo-short life artists like 
arhol, taken with her 
eauty and self-possession, 
n projects, while straight 
bucks like Lou Reed, 
and Tim Buckley 
timately acquainted with 
cal Nico, if not much closer 
the intensely private inner Nico. 
for a time, she and fellow complex, 
ploratory, femme artist Marianne 
full were dear friends, but were 
almost consumed by the circum- 
ices of their lives before rallying to 
ibriety late. In Nico's case, she was 
recovered a short while before a 
jes of coincidences ended her 
waordinary life. At 49 (maybe; she 
quently revised her year of birth), 
;0'S story came to an end in Ibiza. 
Serial repackager Rhino Records 
her two immediate post- 
slvet albums—both involving John 
je—and unearthed alternate ver- 
ons, outtakes and demos from the 
ssions of each. These have been 
sembled into a lavish double-disc 
with dense liner notes contextual- 
ing the artist and the era (lyrics, 
fortunately, are not included). 
he Marble Index is widely recog- 
d as the first “true” Nico record, 
here she is largely doing her own 
ig, lyrically and musically. Banished 
e autumnal art-folk from Chelsea 
irl; instead she offered up a sound 
e the Gothic cathedral spires in her 
plogne birthplace (maybe; she also 
nted seeds of doubt about her 
etown)—towering, ornate and 
irk. Much of the sonic tapestry was 
mminated by her harmonium, perhaps 
only instrument that could match 
grandeur, force and weight of her 
o-Wagnerian voice. There were 
uches of other instruments, especial- 
ihe desperate sawing of Cale's violin 
d sometimes fairytale piano, coming 
far off, like sound luring deep- 
leep dreamers back to reality. 
Her next album, Desertshore, was 
5 tense and gloomy, but still hailing 
m the same Hadean sonic realms. 
a stronger record, subtly more 
hesive and performative than The 
ible Index—in places, it sounds like 
'S singing in a huge bare room. It 
© contains two of the most arresting 
ngs in her canon—the shockingly 
unterintuitive piece “The Falconer," 
ere she brings in a gorgeous elegiac 
ino line to battle the relentless har- 
nium, and the tender piano and 
lin conversation supporting 
raid,” in which Nico heartbreakingly 
gs, “Have someone else’s will as 
if Own / You are beautiful and you 
alone” in her commanding tone, 
ending at the end of each line into a 
e just shy of celestial. 
the bonus odds and ends on the 
ord are worthwhile, not only for 
dy completists, but also casual 
thusiasts. You can hear shaded 
erimental variations as Cale and 
© battled through the recording 
fess, and sometimes the alternate 
S are preferential versions than 
8€ on the proper albums, but they 
Overpowering when left to play 
to-back with the original records. 
etter strategy would be to have left 
bums Nico made as she intended 
and put the rest of the wealth on 


j But still, a small quib- 
or a welcome reissue. ¥ 
we 
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To me, a number 1 album according to 
music journalists who aren't obligated to 
the major-label hitmaking machine means 
a lot more than a Grammy or a Juno. 

With that, | hope you find this list of 
my favourite spins of the year more 
important than the Grammys, Junos, 
MMVAs and MTV Awards all put 
together! 


1) Dinosaur Jr, Beyond (Fat Possum) 
The band’s original lineup reunites— 
and then produces an album that proba- 
bly goes to the top of the band's all-time 
musical canon. It’s not as if Beyond was 
groundbreaking. Just simply a great 
rock album, and one that brought Mas- 
cis out of the realm of one of the best 
punk/alternative/underground guitarists 
of all time to the rock mainstream. After 
Beyond, it's safe to mention Mascis in 
the same sentence as Hendrix. 


2) Future of the Left, Curses (Too Pure) 
Mclusky was the best band of this gen- 
eration, so when the trio broke up a 
couple of years back, | was gutted. But, 
my grief was premature—Future of the 
Left features two-thirds of Mclusky, 
including the dry lyrical wit of Andy 
Falkous. The music is just as intense, 
and the overall mean-spirited approach 
of FOTL makes you actually believe in 
the future of punk. 


3) Interpol, Our Love to Admire (Capi- 
tol) Go back to the start of the decade, 
when a slew of Velvet Underground- 
influenced bands were coming out of 
NYC. We all thought the Strokes would 
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SOULKID #1 
AMERICAN 

SECRET AGENT 

More embarrassing 


Than getting caught jerking off 
With your gym teacher 


RUSH 

SNAKES & ARROWS 
ANTHEM 

Another disc for 

Prog-rock nerds to gush over 
Whilst | ignore them 


JAN HUNTER 

SHRUNKEN HEADS 

YEP ROC 

Softer than kittens 

Covered in apple sauce, served 
On a fontanelle 


RUFUS RIGHT 

RUEUS DOES JUDY AT CARNEGIE 
HALL DISC 2 

GEFFEN 


Gayer than a sailor 
Taped to a biker taped to 
A hipster moustache 


endure as the top act from the scene. _ 


We were wrong, It’s obvious that Inter- 
pol has shown the most consistency. 
The band's third album is rock at its 
most bombastic, and it reminded us 
that there’s “No | in Threesome.” 


4) Bromheads Jacket, Dits From the 
Commuter Belt (Marquis Cha Cha) 
Actually, this one came out in late, late 
2006, but it didn’t come to our shores 
until well into 2007. Bromheads Jack- 
et's songs aren't about the sad state of 
the world; they're angry rants about 
getting stuck in traffic or neighbours 
who keep you up all night playing their 
old Queen records. 


5) The Heights, Toys and Kings (Indica) 
Sometimes British acts cop American 
sounds and it works oh so well. Think of 
the Beatles’ love of rockabilly or the 
Stones’ love of the blues. Look, don’t 
bring up James Blunt and his blue-eyed 
soul. We all know it's awful. But, sort of 
like a modern, Welsh version of the 
Stones, the Heights have borrowed from 
American blues and rock. Yes, there is a 
dash of indie-rock hipsterism that makes 
the Heights cool for the kids, but, at its 
heart, this is an anti-Brit-pop record. 


Oh, and the best indie effort: Toron- 
to's Key Witness's Mercury in Retro- 
grade is a great combination of 
modern rock and alt-country. Imagine 
if Interpol had liked Uncle Tupelo a |it- 
tle more and Lou Reed a little less. 
Some sweeping songs, but Edmonton 
fans of Old Reliable would really get a 
kick out of this effort. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 
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ONE HUNDRED YEARS FROM NOW 
UNIVERSAL 

Hardcore fans of Styx 


May like this ... Wait. What the fuck? 
Hardcore fans of Styx? 


AMOS THE TRANSPARENT 
EVERYTHING I'VE FORGOTTEN 10 
FORGET 

POP CULTURE 

Moody, orchestral, 


Much like Elliot Smith, but 
Without the steak knife 


COLBIE CAILLAT 
coco 
UNIVERSAL REPUBLIC 


Much like Lance Armstrong: 
Lost in Sheryl Crow's shadow 
And is short on balls 


LOVERBOY 

JUST GETTING STARTED 

AOCK STAR 

You can almost hear 

Mike Ross cruise through Riverbend 
Fist-pumping, “YESSSS, YESSSSSS!”" 


ART OF DYING 
ART OF DYING 
THOANY BLEEDER 
More tired than a 


Fort Mac “massage therapist” 
On a long weekend 
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APA 19) 

Do you know what an expansion joint is? 
No, it’s not slang for a marijuana cigarette 
you smoke in hopes of enlarging your- 
worldview. Rather, it's an architectural 
term referring to the flexible sections that 
are built into a bridge or brick wall. These 
ensure that the structure can safely adjust 
as its construction materials expand and 
contract in response to changing weather 
and temperature. Since | expect that you 
will be building a new metaphorical edi- 
fice or renovating an existing one in 2008, 
| wanted to get you thinking about this. 
Expansion joints should be a key element 
in your plans. 


TAURUS (APA 20 - MAY 20) 

The average person changes residences 
11 times in the course of his or her life. 
Having lived in 33 different homes so far, 
I'm way above the norm. I’m guessing 
that you will either make a major move in 
the coming year, or else you will find your 
true spiritual home. Here's a third possi- 
bility: you may penetrate more deeply 
into your existing abode, transforming it 
from a place of shelter to a sublime sanc- 
tuary—re-imagining it and reinventing it 
and reinhabiting it with an intensity that 
amazes you 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

I'm guessing your heart will be smarter 
than usual in 2008. Here’s a suggestion to 
help ensure that your higher intelligence 


is always guiding your decisions about 
intimacy: Develop a habit of looking for 
the best in your intimate companions. | 
hope that in the coming months you will 
frequently utter declarations like the fol- 
lowing: (1) “| love how you give me your 
full attention when we talk.” (2) “I love 
how in touch you are with yourself.” (3) “I 
love that you can make me laugh even 
when I'm mad.” (4) “I love your impecca- 
ble sense of timing—how you call or 
show up at the right moment.” (5) “I love 
how free you make me feel to tell the 
absolute truth.” (These words of praise 
and more were lifted from the book What 
| Love Most About You.) 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

In the fifth century BC, the culturally rich 
city-state of Athens was a democracy, 
while militaristic Sparta was a dictator- 
ship. But they put aside their differences 
and came together in a great collaboration 
to fight off the Persian invasion of Greece. 
| suspect you may make a similar move in 
2008, Cancerian. A person or institution 
you have regarded as an adversary could 
become your ally. An influence from which 
you have always set yourself apart may 
help you pull off a feat of strength you 
couldn't have done otherwise. 


LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22) 

“|t's now possible to fake everything,” 
writes David M Hopkins in his book Coun- 
terfeiting Exposed. He's not just referring 
to digitally altered photos of celebrities 
and singers who lip-sync to pre-recorded 
vocals during their supposed live perform- 
ances. He means everything in the world, 
from vintage wines to famous paintings 
to designer jeans. At least five per cent of 
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LUKE DOUCET 


abused, and it turned everyone off. 
Grunge or whatever you would call it 
in the early ‘90s was in reaction to the 
abuse inflicted on the guitar. J Mascis, 
Stringfellow and Auer in the Posies ... 
they were saying, ‘Fuck it, I don’t 
want to sound like Jimmy Page!’ But I 
liked Chet Atkins and Robert Johnson. 
I grew up hearing a history of guitar. 
After a long period of expressing 
myself in deconstructionist ways with 
the guitar, I thought it was okay to 
use that instrument in the way it was 
conceived. I thought it was beautiful 
to express it in that way.” 


HIS FRESH RELEASE, Biood's Too Rich, 
is thus an odd retrospective of sorts— 
an intertwined history of his listening 
explorations and absolute oneness 
with his guitar, forged in the fire of his 
elliptically earnest observational 
songwriting. Guitar’s not just the cor- 
nerstone of the album; it’s the whole 
edifice. Doucet unapologetically lets it 
lead the songs, summoning sounds 
he grew up with and weaving them 
together into a rich homage to the 
music that moves him. (Of course, 
he’s also an expressive showman, 
exacting producer with a roster of 
people he plays with and has the 
voice of a dirty, broken angel, so the 
guitar isn’t going it alone.) 

“Ten years ago Ween, the Meat 
Puppets, Dinosaur Jr was the music 
that inspired me,” Doucet muses. “I 
find myself gravitating back to dad- 


all products on the planet are phony. | 
bring this to your attention, Leo, because 
I'm putting you on high alert for frauds 
and cons and deceptions of every kind. 
You should be the top whistleblower of 
the zodiac in 2008, the chief bullshit- 
detector and constructive critic. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

Your main assignment in 2008 is to 
become highly skilled at feeling good. 
Does that sound like something you might 
want to do? If so, here's the beginning of 
a regimen you could follow: (1) Be con- 
stantly taking notes about what experi- 
ences give you delight and what 
situations make you feel at home in the 
world. (2) Always be scheming to provide 
yourself with those experiences and situ- 
ations. (3) Take a vow that nothing will 
obstruct you from seeking out and creat- 
ing pleasure, peace, love, wonder, and an 
intimate connection with life. 


LIBRA (SEP 23- OCT 22) 

“Too much aggression is dangerous,” 
writes George R Elder in his book An Ency- 
clopedia of Archetypal Symbolism, “but, 
then, so is too little.” One of your main 
assignments in 2008, Libra, draws on that 
wise counsel. Unfortunately, you don't have 
any good role models who can demon- 
strate how to gracefully express just the 
right amount of sinewy force. Everyone's 
either too pushy or too meek. You're going 
to have to figure out how to pull off this 
subtle yet momentous feat all by yourself. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21) 

“Dear Rob: Here are my New Year's reso- 
lutions. (1) | vow to Siamese-twin togeth- 
er my bad-ass, no-hype, wide-eyed self 


MUSIC 


rock, much more basic, simpler 
observations,” 

The layers of history are apparent 
on Blood’s Too Rich, and so authentic it 
bleeds—Neil Young's ‘70s sound and 
Elvis Costello's Imperial Bedroom days 
are invoked, the early Memphis blues- 
men and rockers are also imprinted, 
Van Halen-ish arena licks occasionally 
thunder and he gives a Cure cover the 
rockabilly tilt of the group’s contempo- 
raries, the Stray Cats. 

“The guitar on the album is very 
deliberate,” Doucet reiterates. “It was 
time for me to enjoy it, not ‘censor’ 
my affection for it. 1 think something 
conversational can occur with it. | like 
the guitar, as a fan and player, so I 
can be nerdy about it sometimes. I 
want to be inclusive with people, not 
alienate them. If you get too specific 
with a certain instrument, that can 
happen—it’s a fine line. My hope is 
that I didn’t cross it. I never want to 
get to the point where people feel like 
they have to stop listening to the rest 
of the band.” 


BLOOD'S TOO RICH’S neo-golden 


approach is heightened by Doucet’s 
lyrics, which are both credibly peri- 
patetic and working class, and have a 
distinctly Americana flavour, craggier 
and less silvery than the glittering pop 
edge he gave his previous album, 
2005's Broken (and other rogue states). 
Much of this album was written during 
an unhappy yearlong stint in 
Nashville—he and his new bride/band- 
member Melissa McLelland lived “in 
this ‘60s condos on the highway to 
Memphis’—that was ultimately the 


with my tricky, strategic, puzzle-loving 
self. (2) | vow to rage on like a dancing 
warrior in the urban wilderness, keeping 
peak experiences and total slaphappy vic- 
tory at the top of my priority list, while at 
the same time | play hide-and-seek with 
the dark delicious secrets that fuel my 
soul's lust for wicked meaning. (3) | vow 
to deepen the collaborative efforts of my 
suck-out-the-marrow-and-spit-out-the- 
bones craziness and my listen-carefully- 
to-the-flow-of-the-underground-river 
caginess. —Double Intense Scorpio.” 
Dear Double Intense: Scorpios every- 
where will benefit from hearing your res- 
olutions, which is why I’ve made them 
2008's first horoscope. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

In my dream, | was addressing a crowd of 
Sagittarians in a festively decorated hall. 
It was the first week of 2008. “You are 
not yet ready for the wonderful things you 
think you want,” | told them. “To actually 
get them, you will have to change your- 
self in the coming months; you will have 
to shed some old conditioning that is 
interfering with your quest for success. 
Do you know what that old conditioning 
is? Find out NOW! Figure out how you 
need to transform yourself in order for the 
world to give you what you yearn for.” 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 18) 

Do you ever wonder if God loves Brad Pitt 
and Paris Hilton more than he loves you, 
as seemingly evidenced by those celebri- 
ties’ charmed lives? Do you suspect that 
Tiger Woods’ fame and Bill Gates’ wealth 
mean that fate is friendlier to them that it 
is to you? If so, you're in for a major sur- 
prise, Capricorn. Events in 2008 will bring 


antidote for years of what Douc. 
terms his “insatiable wanderlust.” 

“A lot of this album was about p, 
relationship with America,” Douc. 
remarks. “Nashville was fascinat;, 
but America’s incredibly fragmente, 
socially, geographically, even archite, 
turally. You know what struck me 
Empty billboards in poorer paris 
that’s what I noticed the most. Th); 
Twilight Zone. But everybody cherish. 
the right to be who they are. One thin, 
I learned in the South is not everyoy, 
wants to reach the same blissed-o, 
state. Part of the record is rooted | 
the need to embrace forgiveness, 1, 
in a religious sense, but agains| ) 
self-help culture rampant nowadays 
the whole culture of needing to } 
fixed, to be well-rounded as a goaj 
think, ‘Go fuck yourself!’ Some peop, 
are just not like that—and that’s ok; 
It’s not all unicorns and rainbows 
and that’s okay. There are 460 miliio) 
people on the continent, includin 
Mexico. We're not all going to come; 
the same conclusions about what y, 
think, who we want to fuck, wheth¢ 
we believe in God or not ... : 

“if I'm not the central protagonist j 
a song—usually I’m not—I includ 
some sort of geography, even if it’s 
street name, or a person in a particuls 
place,” Doucet sighs. “I ground t 
story in proper nouns. I like atlases 
like to think about the world, whey 
people are. Truth is stranger than fi¢ 
tion—I have a big family and know 
lot of people—ex-lovers, friends, fami) 
people I know through music, encour 
ters traveling. The story of music is 
lives lived. | try to tell those tales.” v | 


7 
you big deliveries of the next best thin 
to riches and fame. You'll get more pio 
than you've had in a long time that 6 
and fate adore you. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

As | began my hike around the lake 
asked the spirits for a vision that wo 
serve as a symbol of your life in 20) 
Soon | came upon two rattlesnakes co 

lating on the path ahead of me. It was 
beautiful ruckus. | stopped a few yar 
back to watch, reasoning that they we 
too preoccupied with each other to atte 
me. When they finally disengaged 
retreated. Just then | saw a very pregi 
woman approaching me. She was wali 
alone with her head down, lost in thou 

| called her attention to the snakes @ 
convinced her that for the sake of our ws 
being, we should flee the scene. And! 

Aquarius, was the sign | asked the spi" 
to send me about your life in 2008. Wi 
does it mean? That's for you to medi 
on. Here's a hint: appreciate and lear 
you can from the beautiful ruckus ve 
encounter, but preferably from a safe d 
tance. 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 

“| must create a system, or be ens/o! 
by another man’s,” wrote visionary ? 
William Blake. | suggest you write 
that quote and keep it in_plain s! 
throughout 2008. The coming months 
be prime time for you to design a hig 
organized, richly disciplined appro 
living the life you want to live, and 09 
it with such rigor and vigor that you ' 
never again have to be controlled 5) 
pay constant homage to someone eli 
life plan. w 


N. door, 6 Bernard Dr, 

] Pan St. Albert © For 

a inctional families 
cluding holidays (7:30pm) 


Reduction; last Fri each month 
n) * Tobacco Reduction; every Fri (1-2pm) 
light; Fri (6-8pm) 
® The Alberta Tar Sands will single- 
Canada from reaching our Kyoto tar- 
to put an end to one of the world's 
itive projects e-mail mhudema@green- 


L | CAMERA CLUB Allendale 
D6 St (469-9776/452-6224) 
sab.ca * Meets the 2nd and 4th Thu 
jonth featuring presentations, speakers, 
‘Outings. Photographers of all levels are 
IKERS SERIES North Campus: Tory Building, 
y Marshall 10-4 (492-0322) © Lecture, Trauma and 
nee: Deliberations in Precarious Theorizing pre- 
mmed by Sharon Rosenberg © Fri, Jan. 11 (3-4:30pm) 


WITH LOSS (454-1231) © A presentation of 
it supporting those who grieve © Tue, Jan. 
5:30-8 }) at Strathcona Library, 8331-104 St « 
i, Jan. 9 at the Northgate Lions Seniors Centre, 

39 Ave 

* Gaden Samton Ling Tibetan 
Society; 11403-101 St, 
, samtenling.org (479-0014) by Kushok 
bsang }, beginner Tue (7pm); intermediate 
d (7pm); advanced Sun (11am-1pm) ¢ Brahma 
ris World 208- 
32-105 St (425-1050) www.bkwsu.org; Raja Yoga 
ditation * Tram Meditation Tibetan 
4 10502-70 Ave (633-6157) www.kar- 
shiling.org; Beginners welcome, instruction 
ible; Wed (7pm); free 


‘TALK (481-1292) Boys and Girls Clubs of 
on offers support groups and workshops for 
ts at various city locations 
LF ESTEEM SUPPORT GROUP (496-5930) For 
Who are experiencing chaos as a result of a 
wrisis and who feel isolated * Group meets each 


AL JUSTICE MOVIE NIGHT Unitarian Church 
imonton, Main Hall, 10804-119 Ste 4th Fri each 
ith * $5 donations; pay-what-you-can at the door 


TUESDAY Steeps Tea Lounge, 11116- 
ive (988-8105) © Documentary End of Suburbia © 
(7pm) © Free 
ASTERS CLUBS © ‘N'orators: 
Public Library lower meeting rm, 
/ Mall, 137 Ave, 66 St (476-6963); Wed (7- 
w Toastmasters Club: Chamber 
9990 Jasper Ave (459-5206); Thu 
Grant MacEwan College, Rm 5- 
(633-3921); Fri (noon-1pm) © 
rs: Best Westem Cedar Park Inn, 5116 
Boulevard (457-0808); Wed (7-9pm) © 
® Kingsway Am, Millard 
131 Airport Rd (498-4608/474-1138) 
Norwood Toastmasters—New 


. 

| Canadii ion, Kingsway Branch 
fe (663880 in 10pm) © 

| Toastmasters Club: Norquest 
10215- St (454-3720); every Wed 


Academy of King Edward, 
(1-866-824-9764) ¢ Support 
‘parents of TS kids ¢ ist 


Inf ont of the Old Strathcona 
vigil the 1st and 3rd Sat 
in silence for a world 


friends, family, and allies, meet at Sunnybrook Uni 
Church the 2nd Tue (7pm) each month 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Cai ° 
sexual, gender in I atc thes 
focus group * Contact Dr. Andre Grace 
(andre.grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP 
http://groups.yahoo.com/qraup/bwedmonton . 
Social group for bi-curious and bisexual women © 
2nd Thu (7:30pm) each month 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) « 
Large tavern with pool tables, restaurant, shows, 
Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488-7736) 
* Open nightly Spm-3am, Fri Bpm-3pm * Sun: 
Rotating drag shows with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity 

_Fair in The Stardust Lounge and GoDiva and 
Donnatella NEI in The GoDonna Show, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon: Amateur strip contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy 
® Tue; Free pool and toumey, DJ Arrowchaser ® Wed: 
Hump day with DJ Sexxy Sean Thu: Wet under- 
Wear contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy © Fri: We made ‘em famous! 
DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid lineup, no 
cover before 10pm * Sat: Undie night for men only, 
free pool and toumey, DJ Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12274 Jasper 
Ave (482-7960) * Open 24/7 « 
Www.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON MUSIC NIGHT © A mature social 
group, couples and singles welcome © E-mail edmon- 
tonmusicnight@hotmail.com for more info 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian 
Church of Edmonton, 10804-119 Street ¢ A group of 
older gay men and their admirers who have common 
Social interests meet the 2nd Sun (2:30pm) of most 
months for a social period, a short meeting and a 
guest speaker, discussion panel or a potluck supper. 
Special interest groups mest for other social activities 
throughout the month. email edmontonpt@yahoo.ca, 
Www. primetimersww.org/edmonton 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIA- 
TION www.edmontonrba.org © Monthly after busi- 
ness mixer: Network and share contacts in the GLBT 
business community * 2nd Wed each month 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION www.teamed- 
monton.ca * Women’s Drop-In Recreational 
Badminton; Oliver School Gym, 10227-118 St (465- 
3620); Wed (6-7:30pm) © Ballroom dancing; all gen- 
ders; ballroom@teamedmonton.ca * Bootcamp; St. 
Alphonsus, 11624-81 St; Mon (7-8pm); 
bootcamp@teamedmonton.ca * Bowling; Gateway 
Lanes, 100 3414 Gateway Blvd; Sat (5-7pm); bowl- 
ing@teamedmonton.ca * Curling with Pride: Granite 
Curling Club, 8620-107 St; Mon (7:15pm) until Mar. 17, 
2008; curling@teamedmonton.ca © Outdoor Pursuits: 
Ski/Snowboard Trip to Banff and Lake Louise; Jan. 25- 
27, outdoorpursuits@teamedmonton.ca © Running: 
Sun, Tue, Thu; running@teamedmonton.ca © 
Swimming: NAIT pool, 11762-106 St; Tue (8-Spm), Thu 
(7;30-8:30pm); swimming@teamedmonton.ca © 
Volleyball: 101 Amiskiwacy Academy, Municipal 
Airport Terminal just off Kingsway; Wed recreational 
(8-10pm); recvolleyball@teamedmonton.ca; Thu 
Intermediate; volleyball@teamedmonton.ca * YOGA 
(Hatha): Free Lion's Breath Yoga; every Sun (2-3:30pm); 
yoga@teamedmonton.ca 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 
11456 Jasper Ave (488-5742) © Programs and sup- 
port services for people affected and infected by 
HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. Counselling, refer- 
rals, support groups, harm reduction, education, 
advocacy and public awareness campaigns; con- 
tact7@hivedmonton.com 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Woody's, upstairs west 
of 116 St on Jasper Ave (387-3343) © Crossdressers, 
transsexuals, friends and supporters 
http;//groups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions/ 
© Thu, Jan. 10 (8pm) 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based 
organization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identi- 
fied and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, 
academic, straight allies and support staff * 3rd Thu 
each month (fall/winter terms); Speakers Series. 
Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta,ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edmliv- 
ingpositive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) * 
Providing confidential peer support to people living 
with HIV © Tue (7-Spm): Support group * Daily drop- 
in, peer counselling 

SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. 
dean, Rm 3-18 (490-7332) * Program for HIV-AIDS 
prevention, treatment and harm reduction in French, 
English and other African languages * 3rd and 4th 
Sat (9am-5pm) each month © Free (member)/$10 
(membership) © Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www.geoci- 


_ ties.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and 


competitive swimming with coaching, beginners 
encouraged to participate. Socializing after practices 
Every Tue, Thu 


PFLAG Pride Centre, 9540-111 Ave © Support meet- 
ing for parents, families and friends of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgendered people * 1st Tue (7pm) 
each month * Information phone Ruby at 436-1998 
after 6pm, or edmontonab@pflagcanada.ca 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave 
(488-4234) ¢ Open: Mon-Thu 1pm-10pm, Fri 3-10pm 
© Youth theatre project is daveloping a play to edu- 
cate about and reduce homophobic bullying. It's a 
way for GLBTQ and straight identified youth to 


address the problem; no previous theatre experience 
needed. Meetings: Wed (7pm) at the Pride Centre, 
Contact Emily (Emily@pridacentreofedmonton.ora, 
488-3234) for info * Bears Movie Night: Bears Club: 
last Sun each month (1-5pm, TV room) © Trans 
Education/Support Group; Support and education for 
transsexual, transgendered, intersexed, two-spirited 
‘and questioning individuals; 1st, 3rd, last Sun (2- 
4pm) each month with Cody * Sunday Night Men's 
Discussion Group: Mens social and discussion group; 
Sun (7pm); Rob Wells at robwells780@hotmail.com 

* Friends and Family Playgroup: 2nd Sun (2-4pm) 
each month with Noelle, friendsandfamilyplaygroup- 
‘owner@yahoogroups.ca * Monday Movie Night: 
Movie nights with themed movies and discussion 
afterwards; Mon ¢ TTIQ Alliance: Support meeting 
for transgender, transsexual, intersex and question- 
ing 2nd Tue each month; ttiqualliance@shaw.ca, 718- 
1412 © GLBT Seniors Drop-In; Thu (2-4pm) with Jeff 
Bovee, 488-3234 © Sick and tired of being sick and 
tired? Cocaine Anonymous meeting; Thu 7-8pm; CA 
Hotline 425-2715 © HIV Outreach: Drop-in circle 
every other Thu (7pm) * Youth Understanding Youth: 
Youth support and social group; Sat (7-9pm); 
yuy@shaw.ca; www.members.shaw.ca/yuy © Suit Up 
and Shaw Up-Alcoholics Anonymous Big Book Study; 
Sat (12-1); suitupshowup@hotmail.com ¢ NDP LGBT 
Caucus: last Sun each month with Jay, 488-3234 


ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave (436- 


1555) * People of all sexual orientations are wel- 
come. Sunday worship at 10am 


SINGLE LESBIANS 40 PLUS © A woman's social 
group gathers once a month on Sat for conversation 
over tea and coffee * Information e-mail: single- 
women40plus@hotmail.com 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) « 
Steam baths open daily (24hrs) 


WOMONSPACE (780-482-1794) © A non-profit les- 
bian organization, organized activities held monthly 
including licenced non-smoking dances, coffee hous- 
es, family events, games nights, golf tournaments 
and more ® www.gaycanada.com/womonspace, e- 
mail: womonspace@gmail.com 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) © Open 


Daily (noon) * Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick 
® Sat-Sun Pool Tournaments 


KARAOKE 


BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental inn, Stony 
Plain Rd (484-7751) @ Wed (8pm-12Zam); Thu, Fri, Sat 
{9:30pm-1:30am): with Right Said Ed 

BLIND PIG 32 St. Anne Street, St Albert * Wed/Fri: 
Karaoke with Shelly 


CASTLEDOWN'S PUB 16753-100 St © Tue (9pm- 
Jam): with Off-Key Entertainment 

CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Rd 
(472-7696) © Thu (10:30pm) * Wed: Name that Tune 
GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) * Tue 
(9:30pm): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St (452-1168) © Fri: 
Karaoke with Krista, Liquid Entertainment 


HAWKEYES TOO 10044-102 St (421-9898) » Fri 
(8pm-midnight): Hot Karaoke Productions 


UONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway 
Bivd (431-5815) ¢ Sun (8pm): With Evolution 
Entertainment 


KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (461-0587) « 
Sat (10pm-2am); Gord's Best Live Singing Show 
MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) Fri (Spm- 
late): Karaoke with Chris 


MO0J0'S Best Wester Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan 
(998-7888) © Fri (9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound 
Productions 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) * Thu: 
Karaoke 


NIKITA'S 10162-1004 St (474-0606) ¢ Karaoke Tue 
and Thu (7pm-12am) with Shelley 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (469-8165) « 
Thu (Spm): Name that Tune 


ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) © 
Karaoke Mon (9:30pm): with Wil Clark and Mr. 
Entertainment * Thu (9pm): Salsa Rocks 


ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) « 
Wed/Thu/Sun (9:30pm-2am}: with TLC Entertainment 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 6401-104 St 
(988-5457) * Sat (9pm): Karaoke hosted by Jenny 
Joy 

PEPPERS Westmount Centre, 114 St, 113 Ave (451- 
8022) © Thu (9:30pm-1-30am) with Gord from 
Stonerock 

ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) ¢ Longest 
running Karaoke bar; 7 days a week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 10604-101 
St (423-3499) ® Mon-Sat (9pm); Sun (7pm): with 
Ruth * Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482-1600), daily 
(9:30pm) * Old Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (433- 
7211); Thu-Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) * 99 St, 63 Ave; 
Thu-Sat (9pm-1am): with Off-Key Entertainment 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING 
DISCO 13710-104 St (472-6336) * Tue, Fri-Sat (7pm- 
midnight); Sat-Sun (1-5pm) 

YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert (459- 
0295) © Thu (9:30pm-2am): with Off-Key 
Entertainment 


Happy New Queer! 


=| QUEERMONTON 
tam@vveweek!y.com 


I'm scared to make a best and worst list, 
as | know the hate mail these things 
receive. | apologize in advance, but please 
feel free to send me lots of emails telling 
me what | missed. Writing a tally of the 
entire queer ... empire of 2007 is kind of 
hard. Here's my list, very subjective, total- 
ly queer and quite lesbian, and all just my 
humble opinion. Don’t hate me 


THE GOOD 


Hands down, the Exposure Festival was 
the best thing to happen in our city this 
year. I’ve already talked about it at 
length, but it's definitely something our 
community needs to be proud of. We did 
something special and we're going to do 
it again next year. 

Camp fYrefly saw wide publicity for 
this year’s gathering and even got a corpo- 
fate sponsor with Telus. At this year's 
pride brunch in support of Camp fYrefly 
exciting things were announced including 
the new queer studies institute at the U of 
A and the Michael Phair Scholarship Fund. 

Onto pop culture. Girltrash is not just 
awesome because someone actually 
went and created a punky, gun-filled, 
skuzzy, funny and totally ridiculous les- 
bian gang web series. It's a great little 
show in webisode format. Created by 
Angela Robinson and starring a ton of 
lesbian faves like Margaret Cho, Amber 
Benson and South of Nowhere cast 
members, the show's been a wild ride. 
It's the film equivalent of looking through 
old Polaroids while sewing patches on 
your jeans, smoking a cigarette and lis- 
tening to punk music. 

Many exciting outings occurred this 
year. Amanda Palmer of the Dresden 
Dolls and Missy Higgins both came out 
as bisexual. Noah's Are’s Darryl 
Stephens, retired NBA player John 
Amaechi and financial guru Suze Orman 
are all gay. Criminal Minds star Kirsten 
Vangsness outed herself with a mention 
of her girlfriend on her blog. As did 
David Hyde Pierce, but ! seriously didn’t 
realize that guy was closeted. Jodie Fos- 
ter dropped another clue in the ever 
unravelling tale of the quiet A-list les- 
bian, but I'm so bored of that story. And 
maybe the most shocking news of the 
year, Dumbledore’s a big homo! 

Barbara Walters aired an absolutely 
wonderful piece about transgender chil- 
dren in the United States. The show fol- 
lowed the stories of a six-, a 10- and a 
16-year-old as they transition to their 
true gender, along with their families 
and health care providers. The stories 
ranged from horrific to touching as we 
heard about what the kids had gone 
through along with their parents strug- 
gles to accept them. It was beautiful and 
thought provoking. 

Exes and Of’s is a refreshingly nor- 
mal show. They have shocking things 
like realistic looking lesbians in the 
background, supporting actors who 
look like actual alternative people and 
drama at a reasonable pace that 

wouldn't kill the average person. One 
episode involved the main characters 
playing a bowling match again anoth- 
er team, who all happened to be a lit- 
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tle butch. Girls with short hair! On Tyt~” 
Bowling! Yeah. 

San Diego Mayor Jerry Sanders sud- 
denly reversed his decision on same-sex 
Marriage in an emotional public speech 
this fall. The Republican said he made 
the change because of his lesbian 
daughter. The touching video of his 
reversal quickly made the internet 
rounds and briefly presented the world 
with a slightly better use of YouTube. 


THE BAD 


Sticky Vicky passed away this year and 
we lost an ever-smiling and joyful pres- 
ence in the gay community. 

Michael Phair retired from politics 
and the gay community (and lots of other 
communities) cried for quite a while. Of 
course we wish him all the best and 
we're excited to see him at what seems 
like even more events than usual now, 
but we can still mourn ita little 

After 30 years in the business, the 
Roost is closing it’s doors. There's not 
much | can say—those in the community 
know how much its meant to us. We only 


hope that a Roost 2, or something else for 


gay club goers, will materialize. Maybe 
this is time to do something new and 
exciting, a time of change. Nevertheless, 
the Roost's impact won't soon be forgot- 
ten and will definitely be missed. 

Perez Hilton. Chris Crocker. Ew. 

Venus magazine, a publication that 
for 13 years was directed at black les- 
bians, randomly turned into a rag for sal- 
vation from homosexuality after 
publisher Charlene Cothran’s shocking 
transformation. Cothran was 
“redeemed” and decided to turn her 
publication into a vehicle for the ex-gay 
movement. Great news to the 38 000 
subscribers who'd signed up for a very 
different publication. 

Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad made the huge mistake of 
saying there were no gays in Iran. His 
comments were widely criticized and 
laughed at. All | keep wondering is how 
his government manages to continue 
hanging people who don't exist, like Mak- 
van Mouloodzadeh on Dec 5 of this year. 

John Inman passed away in March 
and a piece of my childhood went 
with him. | grew up watching the 
loveable Mr Humphries on Are You 
Being Served? Inman had entered into 
a civil union at the end of 2005 with 
his partner of 35 years. Other notable 


passings are Charles Nelson Reilly 


and Jane Rule. 

The L Word. An endless parade of 
stunt casting won't fix a show that’s 
been a broken record of drama, betrayal 
and poor writing since the start. But 
when it comes to 7LW, either you've 
been watching or you haven't. If you 
managed to stay away, good for you. 
The rest of us, myself included, will con- 
tinue watching because there's almost 
nothing else out there. But after every 
hour, a little part of my soul dies. 

We did a lot of things right this year as 
small communities all over the world 
gathered to make a difference. We just 
need the media to start reflecting the 
lives that we're living, instead of some 
other strange world projected on the 
screen. Here's wishing you a happy 2008, 
I'll probably be watching Tila Tequila’s 
New Year’ Eve Party! Oh god... w 


It’s amazing what some people think of to put in stupid places 
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ALT.SEX.COLUMN 


ANDREA NEMERSON 
altser@altsexcolumn.com 


DEAR ANDREA: 

This guy | was messing around with put 
IcyHot on my vagina and the next moming 
it was swollen. Is there anything can do 
about this without going to the doctor? 
LOVE, OWIE-WOWEE 


~ DEAR OWIE: 
Aha! | checked! This isn't deja-vu; | really 
have answered your question before, 
more or less. Since I'm kind of on vaca- 
tion anyway, I’m just going to rerun the 
old one. However, the otherwise not-so- 
sharp “Analweds,” below, had been pru- 
dent enough to ask me before applying 
IcyHot to their mucus membranes. Since 
you failed to consult the oracle before 
embarking upon your adventure, | suggest 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


Exotic Ginger 
Tall, Slim, beautiful busty brunette 
25 years old, 24 hours 442-0741 


HEATHER Leduc/Nisku 
28 yrs. old 36-26-36 
780-604-7801 
Flat rates per hour 


Misty . . .mature, classy model can fill your 
fantasies. Do you like passion, spanking, or 
Greek? 442-3039 
5291 1847-001053816197-002 


VOLUNTEER 


Volunteer Kitchen Help and Drivers Need for 
Edmonton Meals on Wheels. Varied jobs, flexible 
hours 10am-1pm weekdays. Phone 429-2020 


« Volunteer teachers needed to teach English as a 
second language to newcomers to Canada 
Orientation and training provided. Meet people from 
all around the world. Jason: jmarkowsky@cci-lex.ca 
or 944-0792 


Volunteers needed to assist new immigrants with 
shopping. Mornings, weekdays. Approx. 2-4 hrs. “On 
Call” position. Call Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 


Have you ever thought of volunteering with your pet? 
Pet therapy is a great way to help those in our com- 
munity. Call Deanna at 413-4682 


; CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking for 
enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and special 
events. Call Carmen at 444-1547 


Volunteers, enjoy working in our dining room at 
Strathcona Place Senior Centre, for more info 
phone Terrie Shaw at 433-5807 


~" Volunteer Drivers needed for the Seniors Volunteer 
Driving Centre, 2-3 hrs Mon-Fri. Ph Anna 732-1221 


Volunteers needed to teach conversational ESL to 
adult immigrants at various library locations. 1-2 
days/week, 10-12pm or 1-3pm.(dep. on location) No 
exp. req. Call Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 


ElderCare Edmonton needs volunteers to help with 
daily activities such as crafts, card games and social- 
izing. For info ph 434-4747, ext. 4 


} CHIB is looking for volunteers with vision, 
adults (50+) to help seniors with vision loss. For more 
info call Catherine 453-8304 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for research 
studies with the Brain Neurobiology Research 
Program at UofA. Must be in good health, not be tak- 
ing any medication for mental health issues, and not 

abuse drugs or alcohol. Ph 407-3775/407-3221 


Love Bingo? Volunteer for ElderCare Edmonton. 
: Bingo volunteers needed to help raise funds for pro- 
grams. Ph. 434-4747, ext. 4 


: Had Enough? Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715 


wiping off as much goop as you can 
(using something like baby oil), applying 
cool compresses, and staying the hell 
away from Mr Good Ideas there. 

LOVE, ANDREA 


DEAR ANDREA: 

My wife and | love anal, but we want to 
know if leyHot is safe as a lube. We've 
used it externally, but we're not sure if 
it’s safe internally. 

LOVE, ANALWEDS 


DEAR "WEDS: 

The IcyHot you slather on after one of 
those overambitious workouts you hope 
will snap you back into shape after months 
of vegging on the couch? Do | think it wise 
to stick a gob of menthol, camphor, and 
eucalyptus up your asses? Uh, no. 

{t's true that some people do use those 
sports creams (externally!) for the pleas- 
ure/pain they can produce. | did once 
hear about a couple who were doing just 


STASIA 
Asian & Black 
Outealls 442-3033 


Edmonton Mistress Morganna 15+ exp. BDSM 
(busty & fit) fully equipped playroom, over knee spank- 
ing, bondage, suspension, electrical CBT devices, femi- 

nization sissy.& slut training, 


Volunteers needed to teach English to adult immi- 
grants. Daytime, weekdays,or evenings for 2-3 
hrs/session, approx. 1-2 times a week. Call Judy 
424-3545, ext. 249 


that—going for the burn on her external 
parts—when some goop managed to 
insinuate itself into her urethra. No, there 
was no permanent damage, but she spent 
the next six hours in the bath, going “Ow 
ow ow” instead of in bed with him going 
“Ooh” and “Ah.” 

LOVE, ANDREA 


DEAR ANDREA: 

Egg white makes a good, available and 
cheap vaginal lubricant. Add a little 
CloseUp toothpaste for a little zip. 

LOVE, HANDY HINTS 


DEAR HINTS: 

| didn't put out a general call for unusual 
substances to put up your pussy, did !? 
You'd think I'd remember doing some- 
thing like that. 

There's actually more literature on this 
subject than you might think and if you'll 
bear with me I'll get to the point. 

Women who are trying to get pregnant 


Annalise Lane 
; ; ‘Ouicall ONLY. 


780-965-2377 
www.annaliselane.com 
Monday to Friday 5-11pm 
Saturday & Sinday 12~12 


Volunteer needed to help with telephone calls and 

some filing. 1-2 days/week. Flexible hours. No exp. 

reg. Must have pleasant phone voice and manner- 
isms. Call Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 


The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton needs vol- 
unteers to take calls on our 24-hour Crisis line. For 
information ph 423-4102 


Overwhelmed? In a tough spot? Talk to us! No- 
Fee Walk-In counselling 482-INFO (4636) The 
Support Network, www.thesupportnetwork.com 


DO YOU HAVE MODERATE ASTHMA? You may be 
eligible to take part in a study examining the effects 
of fragrances on asthma. 435-9028 x 
230/jevans@toxcon.com 


Help to broadcast news for blind and print- 
restricted Edmontonians. Email: edmonton@voice- 
printcanada.com, or call 451-8331 


Tired of Smoking? Come join us at Nicotine 
Anonymous. 7pm, Wednesdays at Ebenezer United 
Church, 163 St, 106 Ave, call Gwynn 443-3020 
7:30pm, Sundays at Henwood Treatment Centre, 
18750-18 St, call Ryan 990-8917 or Jo 479-5969. 


often track their cervical fluid. If sperms are 
going to get anywhere, they have to have 
something to swim in, and the wetter the 
better. The most fertile stuff is called “egg 
white,” for its strong resemblance to same, 
and sometimes there just isn’t enough to 
get the job done. So? Actual, chicken-and- 
egg egg whites to the rescue. 

The toothpaste strikes me as unwhole- 
some but harmless in small amounts. 
Now what in the world inspired you to 
roll your own lube, when there's so much 
commercial stuff available? 

LOVE, ANDREA 


DEAR ANDREA: 

My roommate received a piece of digital 
video which apparently showed a man 
putting his entire bald head into a 
woman's vagina. He thinks it must be 
faked, and this act is physically impossi- 
ble. As a woman, | say you can never 
underestimate the capacity of a pussy 
and if you can get a baby out, you can get 


capes 


d 


REAR ERE Ea 


Try S 
4-4 


Y 


Try us FREE: code 2315 


GrajeVine NO MORE LONELY 


. TERSONALS 


Be fs? 


Nigpilloe. RE 


Edmonton usecove:1000 | 


MB tee SCORE” to 96669 


Saban seceseanee 


MORE MEN 4 MEN. 
780.413.7122 


a head in—not that I'd want to! V\», 
right? We have money riding on this 
LOVE, BETTY 


DEAR BET: 
Everyone says “Hey, they can get a ba 
through there, so why not this?” \y-\ 
yes, but they've failed to factor in all :) 
ligament-loosening, pubic-symphys 
spreading body changes women actus\ 
go through pre-parturition. They fo 
that birth can be so painful it require: 
spinal block, and is occasionally fatal 

| have seen an (obviously faked) pict, 
of this, and if you really look you can sa 
that the man’s head is wider than her pelyis 
and could not possibly fit in there withoy 
breaking bone. Pussies are stretchy, bu 
infinitely stretchy, and huge as they 
baby-heads are nothing compared with tj 
bald, porn-guy heads. Oh, and there's \t 
breathing issue. He can't. 
LOVE, ANDREA 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Actors Needed... 
Must include professional attitude and desire to 
succeed. 
www.vadastudios.com 


HELP WANTED 


Weekend Cancer—Events 
. le an ial 
cm he edmontonwebc@hotmail.com, url: 
www.eventsmarketing.biz 


Bacon in highlands 
looking for experienced line/prep cook 
contact Cindy 477-2422 
cinlaz@yahoo.ca 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
[, Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli- 
able, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 
‘We train you to teach, 1000's of jobs around the world. 
Next in-class or ONLINE lence. Jobs quar- 
anteed. 7712-104 St. Call for info pack 1-888-270-2941. 


FRAMING 


URE FRAMES 
OVIE DOSTER SHOF 


Affordable picture frame options. Music Pasters. 
watz Gateway Blvd. 439-0408. 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percus- 
sion. Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors with music degrees. 
Quality music instruction since 1981. 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREESFREE 

PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. 
iis more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
br cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 

jlenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 

. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


ists and photographers wanted to discuss the dis- 
Playing of work for possible co-op. Contact at email: 
naturelvng!@hotmail.com 


<dinonton Fashion Week seeks models to penicipale 

Nour annual event. Model Go Sees are to be held on 

Saturday Jam, 12, 12am-1pm at Planet Ze Design, 

10055-80 Ave. Check our site at www.edmontonfash- 
ionweek.com for info 


Profiles seeks proposals from artists for ehibition 
during 2009. : Sat, Mar. 22, 2008, 4pm. 
Info Heidi at 460-4310 or E: ahfheidi@telus.net 


Phone 426 


Calling all artists 17-20 years old, Are you ready to go 


public? If you have a mnie Style you want to get out 
please contact Steedy @ 297-0545, 


Juried photography exhibition: Deadline: Feb. 
2008 ‘oh exhi rho May 29-June 14, 2008 at rT 
Gallery. Ph 421-1731 for info 


MUSICIANS 


——— eee 
Kindred Spirits CD Release Party, with lots of special 
guests. 7:00 p.m, Jan. 5th at Bonnie Doon Folk Club, 

11221 - 124 St 


Singer looking to start cover band. ‘80s, ‘90s and clas- 
sic rock. Nevada 267-7464 


Musician looking to form a band, blues/rock. Please 
call Wayne between 6-8 pm Mon-Fri 963-6365 


Bass player wanted for Dead Man's Train, a new 
project by former front man of Disciples of Power, 
Heart Bechmier. Must be willing to relocate to 
Medicine Hat. +30. Call 403-504-5135. 


Drummer and percussionist required for studio ses- 
sions, May include some live shows. Must be a quick 
study and able to work in a variety of genre with 
multiple artists. Ph: Folker @ 780-757-4928 or david- 
folker@msn.com 


Rock band looking for smokin’ hot lead quitar player. 
Own equipment, transportation and good attitude a 
must. Call 998-0567 


SERVICES 


Pilgrims Hospice Helps Grieving Young People: 
weekly sessions, Families, schools and agencies. 
413-9801 ext 309 to register/info. www.pilarimshos- 
pice.ca. 


SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual Assault 
Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) provides cri- 
sis intervention, information, counseling, public edu- 
cation services. For a customized presentation T: 
423-4102/F: 421-8734/E: info@sace.ab.ca; 
www.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis Line: 423-4121 


VOLUNTEER 


The City of Edmonton Youth Council (CEYC) is 
recruiting for its 2007-2008 term membership! We 
are looking for youth aged 13-23, residents in the 

City of Edmonton and interested in being involved in 
civic youth issues. www,ceyc.ca, Info: Jennifer 496- 
4938, E: Jennifer. Wong@edmonton.ca 


Be a Big Brother or Big Sister! Be a Mentor! 
Call Big Brother Big Sister today. 424-8181. Do 
you remember someone who believed in you when 
you were a child? Be that person ina child's life 
today. All it takes is one hour a week 


HipHepaYouth Group: looking for creative leaders 
who want to learn more about liver health. 
Computer designers, health promoters, public speak- 
ers are welcome, we will provide mentoring. Ph 
Melissa 444-1547 


CJSR NEWS: News is the telling of our communi- 
ty's stories. If you have stories that the world must 
hear, start volunteering with CUSR's news depart- 
ment. Gain experience in radio, contribute to a 
diverse community, and learn new skills all while 
telling your community stories. Email 
news@ejsr.com 


Sierra Club Prairie Chapter is looking for a website 
manager! If you are familiar with website mainte- 
nance and have an hour or two a week to contribute, 
please contact Jessica at jessicaw@sierraclub.ca. 


Human Rights Facilitator Training / 


Want to smoking? Nicotine Anonymous 
meetings: Saree Wed, Ebenezer United Church 
Hall, 106 Ave, 163 St. Contact Gwynn 443-3020. 


www, jhcentre.org. free 8 week training program pre- 


Sented by: The John Humphrey Centre for Peace & 
Human lights and the Human Rights City Project. 
Info: Carrie, 453-2638 / E: carrie@jhcentre.org 


ee Ss eS eee 
Little White Schoolhouse is turing 60 next year. If 


you're interested in being part of a volunteer group 
for the 60th anniversary please contact Debby 
Smethurst at 459-1194 


lunteeringnternational Week 2008: 
Download a volunteer form from www.internation- 
al.ualberta.ca/globaled php; &-mail: Roshini at 
renair@international.ualberta.ca, or drop-off the 
form at the fede farts U of A. or fax: 780- 
92-11 


Initiative Ambassadeurs pour la Paix is looking for 
francophone volunteers. Come learn how to present 
interactive workshops on antiracism/cultural diversi- 

ty. Karina at (780) 425-4644 ext 9 or 
kezyzewski@naarr.org 


Volunteers are urgently needed to shovel snow for 
Seniors. To register or for more information, call 
Heather at Westend Seniors Activity Centre, 483- 
1209 


Literacy reading tutors needed to assist adults with 
disabilities learn basic reading and writing skills. 
Tutor training, materials and support provided. flex. 
hrs, 1-2hrs/wk, various locations. Erin 432-1137, 
ext. 357 


Aon eee 
Walking coaches needed for a small Group of adults 


hrs/wk. Ellen 432-1137, ext 362 We believe that all children have a right to grow in 


families and schools, and that all adults deserve to 

have teal jobs, homes and friends. Ph 454-0701 and 

help to open the gates to community living in your 
area 


with developmental disabilities every 2nd Fri at 
Westmount Mall. Erin at 432-1137, ext. 357 


Ghost writer needed to help a brain injured woman Mentors for children and youth living in group care 2 
to write her life story. rere writing and comput- hrs/wk evenings or weekends, various locations. Erin 
er skills wanted, 2 hrs/wk for 4-6 months. Old 432-1137, ext 357 
Strathcona area, Ellen 432-1137, ext 362 é 
eS OS ee eee 
Pilgrims Hospice seeks musical volunteers to lead 
sing-a-longs and/or to perform for our very forgiving 
day program clients. Tracy: 413-9801 
SS 
Become a friend toa new Canadian and share a life- 
changing experience. Contact Dulari at 474-8554 


Food Not Bombs Looking for people to help out 
with cooking and serving of meals every Sunday. Ph 
904-8751 or e-m 
foodnotbombsedmonton@hatmail.com 


ElderCare Edmonton needs voluriteers to help with 
our daily programs that assist seniors to remain 
independent and active in their communities. For a 
few hours each week, volunteers can help with 
lunch and coffee breaks and socialize with clients 
Please call 434-4747 Ext. 4 to volunteer 


Volunteers Needed to work with new immigrants in 
a variety of tasks and with some great fun events 
and outings! Many exciting shifts available! Call 

Judy 424-3545, ext 249 


Canadian Mental Health Association/Board 
Members Required. To learn more about CMHA visit 
www.cmha-edmonton.ab.ca 


Bocome a distress line volunteer. The Support 


Network, 732-6648. www.thesupportnetwork.com yp 


‘Let's Go!” is a program which helps newcomers 
learn about their community and Canadian culture 
Volunteers needed for the summer months only. Lots 
of Fun! Contact Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 


Volunteer at ElderCare, help with crafts, card 
games and socializing. Edmonton's day programs for 


Love Bingo? Come Volunteer at ElderCare 
Edmonton. Help raise funds for programs, meals and 
outings. Call 434-4747, ext. 4 


Call 468-7070 to donate today-and help YESS fulfill 
their mission of giving youth at risk a chance 


Seniors recreation activity aides needed to partici- 
pate (with crafts, scapbooking, bingo, baking, etc) 
with disabled female seniors in extended care NE 
Edmonton. On site support provided. Day/evening 2 


~ the winner must be 18 or older. 


seniors, Call 434-4747, ext 4 
Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volun- 
teers (21+) interested in working with high-risk 
youth, drop-in setting. Naomi 496-5947, e-m: 
Osyc@telus.net 


*Audio Engineering & Production 


*Film & Music Business 
*Film & Digital Arts 
*Music Production 

*3D Animation 


*Game Design 


1.800.601.PAVt 
pacificav.com 


-Classes start soon 
-$cholarship$ 


- Student Loans Vancouver, BC 


1996 from 9am-5pm Mon-Fri ¢ Email rob@vu' 


; « Print legibly on lines at right * Up to 45 Characters per line * Every lotter, space or mark counts as one 


eweekly.co 


CLASSIFIEDS 
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Print your ad here... 


JAN 3 - JAN 9, 2008 


-a 


$14.99 


AMY WINEHOUSE : ~ KANYE WEST 
Famous Last Words ~. Back To Black Lost Highway . Graduation 
Features the hits She's So Sony and ‘ { | 2007 Brit Awards Best Album, plus 6 Grammy — Features Summertime, Lost Highway, 8 Grammy nominations including 
For The Nights | Can't Remember —* nominations including Best Album : ) Til We Ain't Strangers Anymore as 
Ne and (You Went To) Make A Memory 


(ON TOUR NOW) and Best Song for Rehab = 
( im 


“ss 
| oa psy > 


curtis 


MAROON 5 RIBANNA 50.CENT 
It Won’t Be Soon Before Long Good Girl Gone Bad Curtis Timbaland Presents: Shock Value 
Features the hits Makes Me Wonder, C Limited Edition CD+DVD features Umbrella, Don’t Stop Includes / Get Money and Ayo Technology Features Give It To Me (Nelly Furtado & Justin Timberlake), 
Weke Up Call and Won't Go Home Without You The Music, Shut Up and Drive, and Hate That ! Love You, featuring Justin Timberlake and Timbaland The Way | Are (Keri Hitson), Apologize (OneRepublic), 
and Release (Justin Timberlake) 


COLBIE CAILLAT 


JULLY BLACK MIKA 
Revival Life In Cartoon Motion Coco | 
Features DJ Play My Song A fun, energetic debut featuring Alaid back collection of sunny, 
and Seven Day Fool Grace Kelly, Relax (Take It Easy) and Big Girt acoustic tunes including the hit single Bubbly 


i 
Z eal OweRerusiic ” 


; 


ONEREPUBLIC 
Dreaming Out Loud 


SOCIAL CODE MATTHEW GOOD 


The Dutches Social Code Hospital Music 
Features the hits Glamorous, Fergalicious, Indudes Bomb Hands, The Shortest Line, Includes Bor Losers & _ os Includes the original and Timbaland-remix of Apologize, 
London Bridge, Big Girls Don't Cry and Clumsy He Said She Said and Everyday (Late November) I'm A Window plus the new single Stop & Stare 


Text MUSIC to 3212. 
to get ringtone 


(carrier data rates apply. Visit wwuuwW.umusic.ca for deta 
*see in-store fore det’ 


Features the first single “Big Casino” includes the hits Famous and Psycho 


= { 
give music ¢ DVD « videogames 


the HMV gift card 
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